2/1 - NYT - Pakistani journalists have 
suggested that Moscow may be putting 
too much faith in Pakistan's ability 
to control the mujahideen. 
- LAT - Gen. Boris Gromov, the Soviet 
commander in Afghanistan, said that 
after the Soviet troops pull out, Mos- 
cow will no longer use its air power 
to support the ROA Gov't. 

2/2 - NYT - Jon Glassman, the charge 
d'affaires who oversaw the closing of 
the US Embassy in Kabul, said in New 
Delhi that the possibility of a coup 
in the ROA Gov't might be likely. A 
coup could come from within the PDPA 
or from party & gov't employees who 
are sympathetic to the guerrillas. 
Regarding a bloodbath, he said, "The 
bloodbath is taking place now." 

2/3 ^- LAT - On. Hassoud's strategy: 
'*Massbwl% "slrategjf will be, 
choke -the capital, spread panic and 
anger toward the government 
through the people and the army 
and hopefully force a coup or a 
popular uprising against Najibul- 
lah," said one Western diplomat, 
whose government, like the United ? 
States, has favored the moujahed- ^ 

S€T%. j._ 'v'e-----'' - J ; j*!^ 

"When you look at ail the war- - 
ring factions within the moujahed 
een, Massoud and his men are the ^ 
real bright spot And when you JF 
look at the importance of that^ 
tunnel, Massoud is the right man in 
the right place at the right time." 




Massoud 



2/5 - LAT - Yuli Vorontsov is in Tehran 
to meet with the Iran-based coalition 
of Afghan rebel groups. 

2/6 - PT - Tass reported that Kabul is 
now under martial law; weapons have been 
distributed to all party organizations 
so everyone can "defend the cause for 
which the Afghan people suffered so many 
losses . " 

- Moh'd Hassan Sharq ' s wife & son flew 
to Delhi on 2/4 on an unscheduled In- 
dian airlines flight which also carried 
families of other Afghan officials. 
Young Sharq is an Ariana pilot. 

- Expatriate Afghans attending the Shoora 
include Mr. Tarzi (from Jeddah) , Samad 
Hamid, Dr. Sarwary, Abdul Sat tar Sirat 

& a 16-member delegation from Europe. 

- LAT - Pravda reported that the last 
Soviet soldiers left Kabul yesterday. 
However some remain at the Kabul airport 
& in other areas of the country. 

- NYT - After signing a pact with Afghan 
leaders in Tehran, Mojadidi said that 
Afghan guerrillas would make up h the 
560-570 member shura. Other members will 
be selected from the clergy, exiles & 
"faithful Muslims living inside Afghanistan 

- GSM - Edward Girardet writes on the shura 



2/6 - NYT - Shevardnadze arrived in 
Islamabad to confer with Pakistanis 
in an effort to avert political chaos 
& violence in Afghanistan after the So- 
viet withdrawal. He told reporters at 
the airport: "It is not by mere chance 
that I am here. A number of questions 
& problems are arising." He hopes to 
meet with Mojadidi when Mojadidi re- 
turns from Iran. 

Furthermore hopes here that Iran, He said that the future of the Naiibul- 
Afghamstan and Pakistan will be able lah regime depended on access to the 
to build a close association of regional cities. If these are cut off effectively 
Islamic nations after the Soviet with- the regime will fall more quickly, he 
drawai depend on the establishment of said. 

a shura that satisfies both Teheran, * 

which supports Afghanistan's minority "The worst scenario for Kabul would 
Shiite Muslims and Islamabad, which be a coup from within/' he added, fol- 
backs Sunni guerrilla armies. lowed by an invitation to the guerrillas 

"Pakistan is trying to get this shura ^^y'^ ^^m^ 

so that an alternative to the Govern- "That «/«..m .i,^ 1 1, i u ^ # 
mem in Kabul can be presented to the bloJ?bat^ ailTS ? «hni » 
Soviet Union and to the rest of the Sd bloodbath," 
world," said Kamal Matinuddin, a re- 
tired general who heads Pakistan's In- 
stitute of Strategic Studies. . , , 



Another obstacle is gaining ac- 
ceptance tor the shura among the 
commanders and civihans inside 
Afghanistan, Many ol them be- 
lieve the shura is a last-ditch at- 
tempt by the Peshawar politicians 
to maintain their posts and con- 
trol over the resistance. 

Various commanders and rep- 
resentatives from councils inside 
Afghanistan have protested the 
legitimacy ot the shura. They re- 
sent the corruption and political 
bickering that for years has char- 



Gul, a refugee and former civil 
servant, in halting English. 

In addition, the shura Is widely 
seen as a creation of the Pakistani 
government, particularly the In- 
ter Services Intelligence (ISl) as 
the military intelligence organiza- 
tion is known. According to West- 
ern diplomats, international aid 
and resistance sources. Pakistan is 
intent on retaining mtluence over 
the resistance through the shura. 
It is quite clear that the Af- 



acterized the political parties ghans will never be able to choose 

based in Pakistan. They also see their own independent shura or 

little reason for now supporting government as long as it is done 

those, who, for almost a decade, on foreign soil," says a West Eu- 

failed to create unity. ropcan aid coordinator 

"They do not care about the Many commanders say they 

people, only themselves. They will not be able to speak freely in 

make money, have big cars and the shura. "We will go, ' says one 

are not hungry. They have never commander from Kabul Prov- 

fight the war. Only the people ince. "If we do, and they do not 

(have fought]," says Muhammad listen us. then we will leave." 




Do you understand what we're fighting about 
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2/7 - PT - The ICRC has opened 1st aid 
posts in Kunar & Paktia. 

- Tass changed the wording of its mar- 
tial law report (see 2/6) to "Kabul is 
practically under martial law." 

- LAT - A Soviet army spokesman said 
Soviet troops were still in 5 of Af- 
ghanistan's 26 provinces, mostly in the 
north. 

- Shevardnadze left Islamabad without 
meeting any guerrilla leaders. Many 
think his visit was a PR ploy to show 
the ROA Gov't that the Soviets had 



tried. 

- NYT - 



Pakistan is 
sponsoring 
the shura 
scheduled 
for 2/10. 
Barbara 
Crossette 
on Shevardnadze ' s 



Aaked whether the Soviets 
would recognize the results of 
Friday's parliamentary session in 
Islamabad if it does not include 
representatives of the People's 
Democratic Party, he said: "It is not 
we who insist on the participation 
by the [Najibullah party]. It is the 
[party] that does that. It has been a 
long time since we abandoned the 
idea of speaking for others." 
visit: 



He appeared to threaten renewed 
Soviet involvement in Afghanistan if 
the situation deteriorated. 

"If new complications happen, if 
there are continued and rising tensions, 
continued interference in Afghani'- 
Stan's internal affairs, we will have to 
recall that the Soviet Union-has obliga- 
tions to Afghanistan," he said. 

But he then ruled out the return of 
soldiers. "We are not thinking about 
any re-entr^ of Soviet troops," he said. 
He declined to answer a question about 
whether Soviet air power could be used 
to support the Najibullah regime. ' 

US - NYT - Lt. Gen Boris 
Gromov will be the last 
Soviet soldier to leave 
Afghanistan. He will 

cross the Soviet border at i.O ?*.ui on 2/1.5, 
according to a So- "He will cross without looking back,* 




Boris Gromov 



Viet newspaper. 
(See 2/16 
& p. 27) 

- LAT - The Afghan 



it said. "Then he will stop and make a 
speech, but only to himself. It will last 
one minute and seven seconds. It will 
not be written down or listened to." 



2/9 - PT_ - France will delay supplying 
emergency aid to Afghanistan until it be- 
comes clear whether the aid will promote 
peace or simply help the Najibullah regime 
stay in power. 

- The US said relief shipments to Afghans 
could not get through unless all parties 
agreed to cooperate. 

- NYT - Egyptair pilots refused to fly UN 
relief supplies to Kabul. UN officials 
are looking for another airline. 

- Pres. Bush ordered a high-level review 
of American policy toward Afghanistan. 
Richard Haass, senior Director for Near 
East & South Asian Affairs at the Nat'l 
Security Council, will be in charge. 

- The Afghan News Agency reported that, 
as a 1st step in forcing the surrender of 
the ROA Gov't, the guerrillas plan to close 
airports in Afghan cities. 

- Donatella Lorch reported that guerrillas 
in Nangarhar feel that the greatest threats 
to stability in that area are Gulbuddin's 
party & the Saudi-backed Wahabi groups. 



\my earned residents 
along the Salang highway to flee their homes 
because of expected fighting. The ROA claim- 
ed to have given guns to 30,000 party members. 
A Soviet official said about 15,000 Soviet 
soldiers had been killed during the 9-year 
war . 

- PT - A number of ROA Interior Ministry of- 
ficials have obtained visas from the Indian 
Embassy in Kabul. 

2/9 - HK Standard - Mojaddidi, back from Iran, 
said the Iranian groups had agreed to accept 
80 seats on the 519-member shura. 



The buildings and trees on the farm 
here are covered with portraits o( Mr. 
Hekmatyar. Waltil Akbarzai, head of 
logistics for the mainstream National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan, however, 
dismissed this as a public relations ef- 
fort. One of his commanders said, 
"Hekmatyar is very good at publicity, 
but he leaves the fighting to tiie others 
and then his men come out of iheir 
warm quilts to take the credit" 

Many guernlla commanders have 
refused to attack Jalalabad or Kabul 
but worry that certam factions, in 
particular Mr. Hekmatyar's, may act 
independently of the other parties and 
attack the cities and that the others* 
would then feel compelled to follow 
suit 

"They have told us we must attack 
now." a commander from one of the 
more fundamentalist parties said of 
the Pakistanis. "That way. they hope 
they can coordinate our fighting and 
push the mujahedeen they want to the 
front." 

The commanders inside Afghanistan 
are increasingly outspoken in their 
criticism of the role played by the 
Inter-Services Intelligence, the branch 
of the Pakistani military that has con- 
trolled the arms distribution to the 
guerrillas, or muiahedeen. We have 
many problems: The C.I.A.. the l.S.l., 
the Wahabis," Mr.Akbarzai said. "Just 
let the Afghans do it by themselves." 
Like many of his commanders, he is 
critical of outside interference at this 
stage of the war. 



Many commanders also oppose the 
shura, or consultative council, that is to 
convene in Islamabad, the Pakistani' 
capital, on Friday to select an intenm 
administration in Afghanistan. The 
most frequently expressed criticism is 
that it is only representative of the 
political leadersjiot of the whole Af- 
ghan nation. 

"The shura is more of a Pakistani 
Government than an Afghan one." Mr. 
Akbarzai said. "The Paksistanis have 
more of a say in it than we do. If things 
don't go to our liking, we will move our 
operations inside" Afghanistan. Many 
commanders have similar plans, inde- 
pendent of the Afghan rebel leadership 
in Peshawar. Abdul Haq, one of the 
leading commanders around Kabul, 
has recently established a base camp 
to the west of the capital that can ac- 
commodate 5.000 guerrillas. 

"The shura should not be for the 
benefit of Islamabad but for the benefit 
of our region, of Afghanistan, ' said Mr. 
Nadir, the fundamentalist commander. 
"The fight is here. Why do they have a 
shura in Pakistan?" 

The commanders in Nangarhar are 
putting together a regional shura for 
the province that they say is aimed at , 
providing security and administration 
for Jalalabad. There is no consensus on 
when the planning will be completed, 
but Mr. Akbarzai is adamant that only 
a regional shura will be able to protect 
the city. 



OH ^es, ONE WST THir*6 BeFote 
yte Bid A Fof«> FAPe^eu- To 
The (SU-la^t AF6HA^^ ?eol^e... 





z t-H -^tf f^ttKcfm if^mtt^. i/frfSifsM. ^Ksr s^r'PieA'm. 
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2/10 - HK Standard - Najibullah told 
the army & militia to be ready for 
more war after the Soviet withdrawal. 

- France said it was sending a team 
of doctors to treat Afghan civilians 
in Kabul. 

- NYT - The ROA or- 
dered the evacuation 
of the villages of 
Shakar Darra, Kara- 
bagh, Kalakan, Bagran 
& Mirbacakot in pre- 
paration for an ex- 
pected offensive 
against the guerril- 
las. The villages 
are about 45 miles 
north of Kabul along 
the Salang highway. 




2/11 - LAT - Yesterday's shura ended 
shortly after the opening prayers. 
Many Afghans view the shura as being 
forced on them by Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia 



The NYT said 
the Supreme 
Council of 
the Alliance 
of Afghan Mu- 
jahideen, 
chaired by 
Mohammed i, 
will meet to 
try to re- 
solve the 
shura prob- 
lems . 



& the US: 
.''America again is taking the 
wrong policy in this," declared 
GhUlam' Khan Waziri, a senior 
official" of the moderate Afghan 
National Liberation Front party 
headed by SibghatuUah Mojadidi. 

."We are struggling not only with 
the Soviet Union. We are strug- 
giiiiig with our other neighbors and 
any other power that tries to 
impose on us. We want our free- 
dorh. We don't want to be a puppet 
to this regime or that regime." 

The moderates view the funda- 
mentalist parties that hold the 
majority in the alliance as political 
thugs who already have lost the 
support of the local guerrilla com- 
manders they armed during the 
war, Waziri and others said. 

- LAT - The US will supply military 
aid to the mujahideen as long as the 
Soviets continue to support the Najib- 
ullah gov't - "positive symmetry." 

- HK Standard - ROA 
Army High Command 
Chief Moh'd Asef • 
Delawar threatened 
to meet a rebel at- 
tack on Kabul with 
harsher counter- 
attacks than 
have taken place 
in other cities. 



2/12 - Washington Post - Najibullah, in a 
televised speech, accused Pakistan of plan- 
ning to invade Afghanistan with the in- 
tention of annexing it "under the pretext 
of confederation." 

- LAT - The Bush Administration will press 
for the replacement of the Najibullah re- 
gime as quickly as possible & will supply 
the resistance as long as it's necessary 
to accomplish this. 

- NYT - American humanitarian aid for Af- 
ghanistan is set at SclSOm this year, an 
increase of $23m over 1988. However, US 
officials think US interest in Afghanistan 
will slide after the Soviets withdraw. 

In the long run, though, if the United States looks at 
Afghanistan through the optic of Realpolitik, it can prob- 
ably live with any government but a Communist one, 
even one tinged with Islamic fundamentalism. 

"The bottom line is that Afghanistan is not Iran," 
said an Administration official. "It has no oil reserves 
and isn't located on the Persian Gulf. It's not a particular 
strategic prize that has to be guarded at all costs. We 
have to be realistic about that" 

2/13 - HK Standard - Gulbuddin ruled out 
massive onslaughts against Afghan cities, 
saying the plan is to lay siege to the 
cities. He predicted that the ROA Gov't 
would collapse in a few weeks & said there 
was no possibility of civil war breaking 
out because everyone was tired of fighting. 

- LAT - Benazir Bhutto denied Na j.ibullah ' s 
charge that her gov't plans to invade Af- 
ghanistan (see 2/12). "We've got enough 
problems of nat'l integration." 

- Abdul Haq said rebel commanders inside 



Afghanistan have a 

He said that rebe^ 
C|pmanders inside Afghanistan 
vT^e a plan to secure all govern - 
Jtmnt buildings, embassies, inter- 
'Sfijionai agencies and private prop- 
J^^ip the Afghan capital of Kabul 
♦ aiKtother major cities. 
' <^f they (the rebel political par- 




At one point during the inter- 
view, Haq— who describes himself 
as neither a fundamentalist nor a 
moderate but as a fervent national- 
ist—was asked if he could live m an 
Afghanistan dominated by funda- 
mentalist leaders such as Abdul 
Rasul Sayyaf, who called a press 
conference Saturday to spend an 
hour reprimanding the foreigrt 
press for allegedly misreporting 
FYiday's shoora and demanding, 
"You must correct your mistakes." 



curity plan." 

ElfeSl, ' cannot come together for 
w|ratever reasons, we cannot just 
^t^the country finish and burn and 
iOi^nd be destroyed just because of 
Cl^jS^ problem," said Haq, who is 
T5ggrded as one of the most power- 
ful rebel commanders in the Kabul 
region. 

"The best way is to have an 
interim government to install. But 
in case there is disagreement, we 
have to be prepared. If the [Naji- 
bullah] regime collapses . . . there 
should be at least some security." 4 , . 




General Oeiawar .. 



We're really tired of being told 
how to live, what to wear, where to 
go, what to eat," he said. "I don't 
think this will last." 
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2/13 - NYT - The UN suspended airlifts 
to Kabul because airlinds refused to 
make the trip. 

2/15 - NYT - "Our jehad is not over," 
said Moh'd EsHaq, a Jamiat official. 
"Tomorrow the Soviet occupation ends. 
It is a very, very big victory, but it 
doesn't coincide with the liberation 
of Afghanistan." 

- A Soviet newspaper said some Afghan 
Army units had begun looting strong- 
holds left in their control & then 
abandoning them to the guerrillas. 
The Soviets say that 30,000 guerrillas 
are massed around Kabul' & 13,UU0 
around Jalalabad. The last Soviet 
troops in Kabul flew home last night. 

- "Night letters" are appearing in 
Kabul advising residents to stay in- 
doors & avoid the airport area. 

2/16 - NYT - L£. Gen. Boris 

Gromov walked across the Friend 

ship Bridge to Termez yesterday 

at 11:55 a.m. local time. 

"There is not a single Soviet, soldier 
or officer left behind me," General 
Gromov told a Soviet television re- 
porter waiting on the bridge/ "Our 
nine-year suy ends with this." (See p . 27' 

- An estimated 250 Soviet ci- 
vilians may still be at the 
Soviet Embassy in Kabul. Diego 
Cordovez said that fewer than \ 
10 Soviet military advisers 
would remain in Afghanistan, 
principally as Embassy guards. LAT 

- Afghan News Agency Director Q.R. 

Saeed said the Soviet withdrawal was 

more important to the West than to 

the Afghans. "We were fighting before the Rus- 
sians came," Mr. Saeed said. "Wo will 
still be fighting after they leave. We 
will fight until the puppets fall. Then 
you will see the celebration." 

- Sec'y of State Baker said he thought 
it "would be appropriate now for us to 
call on the Soviets to assist in the 
reconstruction of Afghanistan." The 
US^has pledged $18. 7m to the UN Emer- 
gency Trust Fund. The Bush Adm. is 
exploring the feasibility of channeling 
more than SlOOm in military aid for the 
mujahideen for peaceful purposes in Af- 
ghanistan: 

Because of budget constraints, 
reprogramming some of this money 
would let us rob Peter to pay Paul," an 
Administration official said. 

But Administration officials and 
Congressional staff members acknowl- 
edge that legal and bureaucratic obsta- 
cles might preclude such a reprogram- 
ming of aid, which would basically take 



2/16 - LAT - A UN 
in Afghanistan: 

- Herat province— 600 of 1.300 
villages "senousiy damaged or to- 
tally destroyed." 60% of ail trees 
"cut down tor security reasons." 
1.123 human limbs amputated in 
the past five years— "the great 
majority of the victims children 
below 15 years"— because of anti- 
personnel mines, 400 primary 
schoolteachers killed 



report on the devastation 

Kunar province— "Major war 
aamage. ' ' majority of population 
has fled." roads in "appalling con- 
dition, many of them mined." pine 
forests "stripped bare," education 
and health facilities "non-exist- 
ent." "physical infrastructure . . 
badly run down or destroyed. " 

Pakiia province-"Health situa- 
tion . . . critical, not a single doctor 
IS present." "all schools are closed, 
the teachers gone," "mines scat- 
tered on roads and in fields" 



themajonty 

of schools destroyed," agricultural - -• o ^..^ m neius, 

production "down more than 50% agricultural output "less than one 

from prewar levels." fourth prewar levels," 



2/17 - LAT - Recent fighting near Jalalabad 
has forced over 30,000 new refugees to flee 
into Pakistan during the past 3 months (see p. 26) 
- NYT - The Afghan Nat ' 1 Liberation Front 
(Mojaddedi) returned to the shura after a 
2-day boycott over Iranian-based Afghans' 
participation in the new gov't. 



- 2/18 - NYT 




- Gorbachev has sent Bush a 
letter urging that they work 
together to arrange a cease- 
fire in Afghanistan & foster 
conditions for a broad-based 
coalition gov't. The Soviets 
have also called for a joint 
cutoff in arms supplies. Bush 
said a cutoff now -"would not 
be fair." The Kremlin has 
also approached other countries 
& int'l organizations including 
the QIC. 



Will the last Soviet soldier leaving Afghanistan please turn on 

th? lights?" 

in 15. I«m 



2/19 - NYT- - The Kabul Gov't de- 
clared a nation-wide state of 
emergency (see 2/21) . 
leaders chose Moh'd Nabi Mohammedi 

' t . Ahmad 
the 



money from a military aid program 
run by the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the Pentagon and channel it into 
"humanitarian" aid. 

"It would be extraordinarily difficult 
to reprogram funds already obligated 
to a covert program," said a Congres- 
sional staff member familiar with in- 
telligence matters. "Just because the 
Administration wants to do this doesn't 
mean it can be done." 



- Guerrill 

CO be the president of an interim gov 
Shah was chosen acting prime min. If 
interim gov't is approved, elections will be 
held in Afghanistan within 6 months for a 
council to appoint a permanent head of state 
The Supreme Council, rather than the interim 
gov't will re 
main the ulti- 
mate authority 
for the Alli- 
ance. Mr. 
Mohammedi will 
head the Coun- 
cil for 8 
months. Moja- 
(See 
2/24!) 




Moh 

Mohammed 
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dedi stepped down as Alliance head." 

2/20 - NYT - The US said it would pro- 
bably recognize the interim gov't if 
it established firm control of sub- 
stantial territory in Afghanistan (not 
necessarily Kabul) , demonstrated a 
capacity for civil administration & 
showed an ability to fulfill its int'l 
obligations. The US will not sever 
diplomatic relations with the present 
Afghan Gov't until the US is ready to 
recognize a new gov't in Afghanistan. 

2/21 - NYT - ROA Prime Min. Sharq re- 
signed for "medical reasons." Najib- 
ullah took control of a 20-member mi- 
litary council which will rule during 
the state of emergency. Over the week- 
end, Najibullah replaced 7 non-party- 
member ministers with PDPA CC members. 
A State Department official said that 
with the resignation of Mr. Sharq, the 
Afghan Government seemed to be 
"ending the charade of trying to con- 
vince everybody that it has friendly in- , 
tentions toward the resistance." 1 

2/22 - NYT - PDPA member Sultan Ali 
Kishtmand was appoin. 
Chairman of the Exec- 
utive Coimnittee of 
the ROA Council of 
Ministers, in ef- 
fect the prime min. , 
a job he held for 9 
years until last May 
Najibullah will be 
Chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. 
- In Islamabad, the 
mujahideen set up 
a committee, Sultan Ali Keshtman d 

composed of 2 mem- 
bers from each faction, to draw up a 
list of ministers 
for the provisional 
gov't. Some think 
this means that the 
nomination of Ahmad 
Shah as prime mi- 
nister may no 
longer be assured. 

Mr. Shah is considered a representa- 
tive of the rebels' fundamentalist wing. 
Two moderate parties refused to nomi- 
nate Cabinet candidates to protest! 
what was called an attempt by funda- 
mentalists to force through a cabinet in 
their own image. 




2/23 - NYT - The slate of ministers pro- 
posed by the committee (see 2/22) ranges 
from 7 to 35. They have talked of ro- 
tating the prime min.'s job. "Everything 
is changeable," said a spokesman. 

2/24 - NYT - Mojadedi chosen chief: 

The more than 400 delegates to a spe 
cial consultative council chose Sibga 
tullah Mojadedi as acting presiden 
and chief of state and Abdul Rasu: 
Sayaf as acting president of an interi 
government. Five other rebel leader 
were as signed minis terial portfolio^. 

The path for the election of an 

terim government was paved when the 

delegates this morning agreed to a vot- 
ing procedure. Each of the more than 

400 delegates was given a sheet o< 

paper bearing the names and photo- 
graphs of the seven Pakistan-based 

rebel groups and told to circle their fa- 
vored two. 
The leader with the most votes was 

made the president and head of state, 

the runner-up was named prime minis- 
ter, and the other five, based on their 

vote totals, were assigned prearranged 

groups of ministries. 
Despite the apparent even-handed- 

ness of the selection process, there 

may be protests at the election result 

from various Afghan constituencies 

over the next few days. 
In today's vote, Mr. Mojadedi be- 
• conies president and his moderate 

party will also take the Ministry ot 

Health. Mr. Sayaf is prime minister,.^ 

and his fundamentalist group will han-^^ 

die the Ministry of Communication. A^ 

moderate, Mohammed Nabi Moham- 

medi, placed third, making him head of 

the Supreme Court and his group in 

charge of the Ministries of Finance and 

Education. 
Tlie fundamentahst Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar placed fourth, allowing him to 
divy up the three Ministries of Defense, 
Science and Agriculture: Another fun 




The fundamentalist, Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, came in sixth, giving his 
party responsibility for the Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs, Justice and Bor- 



(See 2/24) 




Ahmad Shah 



damentalist, Yunis Khalis, came in ders. And a moderate, Ahmed Gailani, 
fifth and gained responsibility for the ranked seven in the voting, giving his 
Interior and Security Ministries, as group the three Ministries of Recon- 
well as the Ministry for the hajj, the an- struction. Religious Guidance and 
nual migration by Muslims to Mecca. Natural Resources. 

2/25' - NYT - Mojadedi announced the start of 
"the free Muslim state of Afghanistan" & 
called on "our brothers still working with 
the puppet regime to join our ranks." He 
offered a general amnesty to "those whose 
hands are not stained with the blood of our 
brothers. He said the gov't would be opera- 
ting inside Afghanistan in a month. Some 
ministries were rearranged: Mohammedi will 
have defense & 2 others; Hekmatyar will get 
foreign affairs, justice & border. The US 
is not yet prepared to recognize the new 

gov't (see 2/20). Still uncertain, however, is how wide- 
spread will be the backing among vari- 
ous Afghan constituencies for the gov- 
emment-in-exile. Several key groups, 
including rebels based in Iran, five mil- 
lion refugees and some key military 
commanders, had little or no represen- 
tation at the special council here. 
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The imminent collapse of a 
demoralised Kabul 



THE PAKISTAN TIMES 



WESTERN medical workers 
who have returned from a 700-miie 
trek across Afghanistan tell a 
Weak story of disease, 
malnutrition, wrecked agriculture 
and in-fighting among Mujahideen 
groups. They say few refugees 
have returned, and that until living 
conditions improve dramaticaliy 
few more are likely to. 

"The country's economic infra- 
structure has been wrecked," said 
Jeff Paulsen, a medical monitor 
for the Swedish Committee on 
Afghanistan, who led the fact- 
finding mission across six 
provinces. "Ninety per cent of 
agriculture has been destroyed, 
canals have been bombed, 
animals shot. The roads are in ruin 
and clean water just about non- 
existent. " 

Mr. Paulsen was accompanied 
by Rudy Seynaeve, a Belgian 
medical worker, and Afghan 
guides on a 78-day trek which 
visited 85 foreign-supported clinics 
and hospitals, conducting the most 
extensive survey of medical and 
health conditions in wartime 
Afghanistan. 'Conditions in much 
of Afghanistan are so terrible it is 
unrealistic to expect the refugees 
to return," Mr. Seynaeve said. 

One threat is mines. The hills 
and valleys are littered with them. 
Many of the 5 million refugees who 
fled from the country fell foul of 
them, especially the small 
butterfly-shaped plastic mines 
dropped from the air which killed 
and maimed many women and 
children. The Mujahideen 
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estimate 10 to 30 million mines 
have been scattered over 
Afghanistan, making every field, 
pathway and road a potential 
hazard. Even if the war 
miraculously ended with the 
Russian withdrawal, many more 
Afghans would die or be maimed 
for a long time to come. 

The Russians have failed to 
produce maps and documents of 



has made moves to tackle the 
problem, and Mujahideen 
commanders are keen that their 
guerillas are given expert advice 
on mine-clearing techniques. 

Around Kabul fighting continues 
day and night — the Mujahideen 
firing into the city from the 
mountains and the Soviet and 
government forces returning fire 




the minefields, which they were 
required to do under the Geneva 
accords. They probably have no 
idea where most of the mines are. 
having lobbed them at random 
from aircraft. The United Nations 



with artillery and mortar shells. 
Less than 10 miles west of the 
capital is the small town of 
Paghman which the Mujahideen 
say they "liberated" in October. It 
was as much a 'strategic 



withdrawal" by the Russians after 
many Afghan soldiers switched 
sides. Although considered a great 
triumph, the victory was hollow. 
Most mornings Soviet MiG-27s 
bomb the town mercilessly. Heavy 
artillery from government posts 
round Kabul sends shells whistling 
over the valley, pounding what is 
left of Paghman's buildings and 
homesteads. Paghman has been 
reduced to rubble. The irony of the 
Mujahideen victory is that the 
Afghan civilians for whom they 
fought have fled to the surrounding 
villages. Twenty miles south-west 
of Kabul, over two mountain 
ranges, lies Maidanshahr where 
the Mujahideen are besieging the 
town and surrounding government 
posts. Casualties are heavy. 

In nearby Abrahamkeil chaos 
rules. Stretcher-bearers and 
ambulances riddled with bullet 
holes fighf their way through 
alleys crowded with vehicles, 
animals and Mujahideen. Men 
rearm to return to the action and 
the few remaining civilians are 
hurriedly leaving, carrying what 
possessions they can. 

Mujahideen operations round 
Maidanshahr are controlled by 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar from his 
post two hours' walk into the hills 
from Maidanshahr. A doctor 
before the war, he looks tired, with 
deep lines around his eyes. 

A visit to the northern Panjshir 
Valley, before the war a Shangri- 
La of dense forests and terraced 
fields, reveals desolation and the 
destruction of millions of trees. A 



trip from Kabul and the southmi 
city of Kandahar was like 
"travelling on the moon, with 
crater after crater as far as you 
can see" Mr. Paulsen said. 

Armed tribal chiftains 
commonly demand money or 
weapons when units of rival 
parties travel through their 
territory. Poor Shia tribes living in 
central Afghanistan resent their 
relatively prosperous Sunni 
neighbours to the east, and clashes 
are common. Stories of 
kidnapping and murder abound. 

"All you hear from party 
leaders in Peshawar is about 
harmony and brotherhood, but 
inside Afghanistan the story is 
very different," Mr. Paulsen said. 
"Local commanders and amirs 
are fighting for power and it is not 
about to end just because the 
Russians are leaving." 

Such conflicts have become 
common as Mujahideen 
commanders and political leaders 
sense the imminent collapse of a 
demoralised Kabul regime. 
Increased in-fighting would make 
the task of rebuilding post-war 
Afghanistan even more difficult. 
Aid workers estimate it will take 
5 to 10 years before the country 
ca n be returned to the state it was 
in a decade ago. "Until there is a 
consensus among the powers ( in 
Afghanistan), centralisation and 
co-ordination of services including 
health care will be futile," Mr. 
Paulsen said in a report to be 
submitted to thirteen aid agencies 
working in Afghanistan. Today 
that concensus appears as far 
away as ever. — The Independent.- 



Khamenei urges Afghans 
to be vigilant of U.S. 'plots' 

advantage of the bloodshed in Af- 
ghanistan to secure a foothold in 
the country's future". The Afghan 
Mujahideen. through their heroic 
resistance and struggle, have 
reduced the occupying forces to m- 
action yet they should be warv of 
U.S. "plots", IRNA quoted Mr. 
Khamenei as sa ying in a message 
addressed to Sunday's meeting. 

Therefore, the Mujahideen must 
remam as vigilant as before ... and 
not allow any foreign power to 
penetrate the country so that Af- 
ghanistan will start the new era 
with its Islamic identity and non- 
aligned character* the presidential 
, message added.— AFP i 
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NICOSIA, Jan. 15: The Afghan 
people should remain vigilant and 
be wary of U.S. "plots' following a 
planned Soviet withdrawal from 
their country, Iranian President 
Ali Khamenei sa id in Teheran on 
Sunday to Pakistan and Iranian- 
based Afghan factions meeting 
there. 

.Mr. Khamenei also urged Muja- 
hideen to close ranks and resume 
what he described as "useful" dia- 
logue with the Soviet Union, the 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
reported. 

The Afghan conference was be- 
ing attended by the influential 
seven-party resistance alliance 
based in Peshawar, heads of the 
eight-group coalition of Afghan 
Mujahideen based in Iran, as well 
as experts from France, Britain, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, said 
IRNA. 

The conferes were expectedto 
discuss a statement in talks with 
the Soviet Union, which is due to 
withdraw all its remaining troops 
from Afghanistan in February. 

Mr Khamenei charged that the 
United States was plannmg to take 



Mujahid commander 
freed in exchange 
of Afghan major 

From Our Peshawar Bureau 

FEB, 7: .Mujahid commander of 
Hizb-i-Islami (Hikmatyar) was 
freed by Kabul regime in ex- 
change for an Afghan army major 
about two months back. 

Commander Rehmatullata who 



Soviet-Kabul forces use 
Napalm against Mujahideen 



WASHINGTON. Feb. 8: The 
Umted States charged on Tuesday 
that Afghan and Soviet forces had 
used a Napalm -like substance 
against U.S.-backed Mujahideen 
in 1988 and said new landmines 
may have been laid- in Af- 
ghanistan, threatening civilians. 

In its annual report on human 
rights worldwide, the State 
Department said basic human 
rights in war-torn Afghanistan 
would not improve until the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops, now under 
way, was completed. 



The report said Soviet forces 
and their allies in the Afghan 
Government had launched numer- 
ous attacks against civilian tar- 
gets, resulting in massive 
destruction of homes, entire vil- 
lages, cropland and infrastruc- 
ture, and injuries to uncounted 
civilians. 

Some were repnsals against 
Mujahideen sympathisers and 
■^here were also civilians casual- 
ties resulting from the deployment 
of a Napalm-like substance 
against the resistance", the report 
said. It gave no other details. 



said at a Press conference in 
Peshawar this aftemooa be was in 
Jail for eight years and was 

released in Decemtier last in ex- 
change for an Afghan army major. 
.Mohammad Ibrahim. 

Commander Rehmatullah. who 
belongs to Parwan province, said 
he was arrested on Aug. 1 in 1980 
along with others and sentenced to 
16 years imprisonment on charge 
of spying, explosions and guerilla 
activities m Afghanistan. 



His three associates Haji Mo- 
hammad .Vawab. Syed Ibrahim 
and Dr. Ayub were hanged to 
death. 

■ He said the strength of prisoners 
m Pule Charkhi Jail was about 
4.000 and moat of them were as- 
sociate d with the Hiib-i-Islami. 
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Afghan relief programme 



An apparently generous Soviet 
offer to give major support to the 
billion-dollar United Nations relief 
and rehabilitation programme for 
Afghanistan has created some 
suspicion chat the Soviet plan to 
control the programme. 

But Soviet officials have 
quashed such doubts. In an inter- 
VI with Panos they re-affirmed 
'h..: the aid is for humanitarian 

irposes" and wiU be left under the 

N s "overwhelming control". 

The U.X. programme is to assist 
: epatriation and resettlement of 
the 3 million Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan. 2.4 miHion in Iran, and 
- aillion displaced persons in Af- 
gh. nistan itself. 

, ire than one m three of Af- 
'unistan s 20 mihon people have 
een displaced Since the Soviet en- 
try into the country in December 
1979. Since then there has been lit- 
tle international development aid. 
40% of the essential, ancient irri- 
gation system has been destroyed, 
and the country is littered with 45 
million hidden mines and other 

ui-personnel weapons. 

The work to be done in 
minesweeping. repair, the re- 
establishment of farming, health 
systems, education and self- 
confidence - is awesome. So the 
soviet Union s offer of -tOO-million- 
Roiible ' USSeoo-milliom aid in 
kiiid was widely \^elcomed. 

.Aleksandr Bel ingov, So\iet Am- 
bassador to the United Nations, 
speaking at the 12 October 
"pledging conference" of the U..\. 
Co-ordinator for relief to Af- 
^atitetan. offered a p&cikagfe of 
consumer goods and other aid. 
This makes up two-thirds of the 
nearly U.S.$900 million so far 
■ledged to the planned U.S.S 

2-billion. 18 month U.N. 
programme 

The next highest offer from 
another country is from Japan - 
for U S.S60 million, one-tenth the 
Mjviet pledge The United States 
nas pledged U.S. SIT million. 

ihe Soviets have offered: 

« Consumer goods, including 
.>odstuffs. fabrics, clothes, foot- 
v\ ear. medical supplies, and school 
appliances. 

* Equipment and materials "for 
instruction projects under the 
L .\ -spoq^ored pioiirammes" 

* "Direct deiiMTies" of con- 
sumer goods from republics. 

"gions and cities in the USSR to 
provinces and cities in Af- 
ghanistan. 

* 50 million roubles to cover 
transport costs of international aid 
across Soviet territory 

But questions Acre soon raised 
ah'Mit the intentions and exact 
dine of the So\ let ofier - word- 
;g which IS nou oeing clarified in 
. series ol detailed meetings be- 
tween U,.\ officials and Soviet 
deleeates. 

The U N co-ordinator— Prince 
■^adruddin .Aga Khan— is very 

.. are that 8u% of the aid pledged 
b\ countries other 'han the USSR 
i> earmarKed" !or specific 

"ojects. leaving him with rela- 

.vei\ little room to develop his 
lun aid policv lor maximum et- 
:ect If two-thirds ot his budget 
-^ere under strong Soviet in- 



fluence, his room for manoeuvre 
.'. ould be further reduced. 

Beionogov said clearly in his an- 
nouncement that the aid is "to con- 
"ibute to the U \ humanitarian 
conomic assistance 
programmes.... through the U.N. 
co-ordinator. and is "intended for 
all provinces". 

But sceptics— senior aid officials 
speaking privately —still fear that, 
in practice, much of this support 
will be under direct Soviet control, 

■id that the Soviets plan to use aid 
a means of continuing influence 
over .Afghanistan. 

However, a spokesman for the 
Soviet delegation to the U .\. this 
.week told Panos that the offer 'is 
made on purely humanitarian 
grounds, not to support one side or 
the other. 

According to the Soviet spokes- 
man, the U..N. co-ordinator "would 
have overu'helmingly control" of 
the programme. 

It would be up to the co- 
ordinator to decide where to build 
or develop a programme." he said. 

dding nevertheless that there 
.vould have to De 'co-operation" 
with the Kabul government. Soviet 
advisers in Afghanistan could 
offer much assistance, he said, 
having had experience in develop- 
ment projects in the country since 
1921 

Soviet bilateral aid to 
\fghanistan— It was some 
. S.ST20 million in 1988— would 
continue, the spokesman said. 

The future of the biilion-dollar 
U N. relief and rehabilitation 
programme for the seven million 
Alghan refugees depends heavily 
on the refugees themselves, a 
spokesman for the programme's 
o-ordinator. P'ince Sadruddin 
Aga Khan, said in Geneva 

Its application will, in the main, 
have to wait for the refugees to de- 
cide to return home— because un- 
der the programme it is they who 
will be doing the work, rebuilding 
their homes, roads, irrigation 
■hannels -«iKi agriculture, and 
neiping d'ear up to five million 
trtines. 

But for the moment with the 
hard Afghan winter approaching, 
the refugees are opting to stay out. 

Some of the one million 
"internally displaced" camped 
around Kabul, are said ^o be 
eturning to th^ir lands— partly 
uecause of continuing rocket at- 
tacks on the city But the U.N co- 
ordinator so far has no office or 
officals in Kabul and has been un- 
able to give aid or advice — or even 
count— the returnees Moreover 
U N Secretary-General Perez de 
Cuellar is currently pulling U.N 
taff out of Kabul because of the 
lighting. 

Where the U.N co-ordinator 
does have help, in the refugee 
centres outside Af ghamstan. work 
is beginning on training those go- 
ing home so that they can contrib- 
ute to the rebuilding effort. 

.Meanwhile, the United Nations 
development Programme 
L .NDPi. which is to manage the 
reconstruction with the U.N. co- 
ordinator, has begun a package of 
priority programmes for the 
eastern provinces of .Afghanistan, 
ll has started work in crossbord- 



er areas and is using non- 
governmental organisations 

NGOs ) to improve crop produc- 
Lion. veterinary services, rural 
pubhc works, the provision of trac- 
tors and their maintenance, and 
training. 

One U.N. -supported .NGO 
project covers the production of 
artificial limbs and braces for the 
50.000 people classed as "severely 

'ffected". Acco-ding to the co- 
ordinator, ten times more people 
could be classified as disabled and 
in need of health services and re- 
habilitation. 

It may not be before the Spring 
oi 1989. in six months time, when 
the refugees are expected to begin 
returning en masse, that the com- 
niete reconstruction plan will get 
into top gear. 

The baseline from which it will 
work is low. Only one in seven Af- 
ghans can read, one of the lowest 

literacy levels in the world. Before 
1973. when the monarchy was 
abolished. 85% of the population 
was rural and mainly engaged in 
gnculture. 

With the social changes of the 

last decade, there is no guarantee 
that, even if sufficient smallhold- 
ings are created under an equita- 
ble land reform, peasants will opt 
to return to their old agricultural 

'ccupations. 

However, agriculture remains 
the backbone of the country, with 
its mainstay crops of wheat, 
maize, rice, barley, seed cotton, 
sugarcane, sugar beets, sesame 
seeds, melons and raisins. 
Together with sheep, goats, cattle, 
but f aloes and camels agriculture 

nade up more than 60% of the 
^ross national product. 

this is no longer the case-and the 
U..N programme envisages spend- 
ing U.S. $226 million in the first 18 
months for agriculture alone. 
Three-quarters oi this would go 
towards supplying seeds, fer- 
tiliser, farm tools and draught 

' nimais. The remainder is intend- 
ed for the agricultural infrastruc- 
ture, with emphasis on providing 
credit, veterinary and crop exten- 
sion services, and the establish- 
ment of tree nurseries, both for 
truit and fuelwood. 

Much of the traditional irriga- 
tion system, which fed 70% of Af- 
-than farms, no longer functions 
iome 40% of the underground 
water channels— a technology of 
long, shallow tunnels carrying 
water from the rain-fed mountains 
to the and plains-known as "karez" 
in Afghanistan and found through- 
out the Islamic world - have failed 
through neglect and military des- 
Tuction. resulting in marked 
l eduction in yields and even the 
abandonment of land on which ir- 
rigation is no longer possible 

Nearly U.S. $160 million will be 
needed over five years to re- 
establish this vital resource. 

.Another priority is to cope with 
the four to five million mines 
vhich have been planted and dis- 
tributed throughout .Afghanistan, 
said to be of approximately 28 
different types and manufactured 
in countries which include the 
Soviet Union. USA. U K., China 
and Italy .Not all are massive 
heavv-dutv mines and thousanas 
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of children have been mutilated by 
■nti-personnel mines which have 
oeen manulactured in the shape oi 
toys, radios, butterflies and tablets 
of chocolate. 

The U..N. co-ordinator plans to 
convene a team of multi-national 
specialists to advice on the 
removal of the mines, and to train 
teams of Afghans in the use of the 
specialised equioment needed for 
ihe work. Side by side, an educa- 
tion campaign would be under- 
taken, and probably broadcast by 
radio, to warm people particular- 
ly children - of the dangers. 

The success of these 
programmes depends on peace .As 
Prince Sadruddin summed up in a 
-ecent report 'This is primarily a 
lask for the Afghan people them- 
selves but they need international 
support. The return of peace to Af- 
ghanistan requires the implemen- 
tation of major relief and 
rehabilitation projects capable of 
helping to revive the nation's econ- 
omy and to ensure confidence in 

ts future. 

"The Afghans are proud, hard- 
working and industrious people o» 
who value self-reliance and enter- » 
prise. What is needed is a grass- ~ 
roots, people-oriented effort. The oC 
task at hand is to help them to help ^ 
themselves, and not to encourage g 
a new dependency on internation- c 

ll aid."— Panos. JS. 



Plan for Afghan 
repatriation 

PESHAWAR, Feb. 7: Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan, U.N. Coor- 
dinator for IT.N. Humanitarian 
and Economic Assistance 
Progranmie, has said that a com- 
prehensive plan was under way for 
providing assistance to the Af- 
ghans in a phased way which 
would include programmes of 
emergency relief for returning Af- 
ghan refugees, repatriation, re- 
habilitation and the reconstruction 
of Afghanistan. 

Addressmg representatives of a 
foreign voluntary organisation AC- 
BAR in Peshawar this morning, he 
said that under the first phase a 
programme relating to the provi- 
sion of food stuff and essential 
commodities would be started. In 
this respect he said that the mat- 
ter relating to the procurement, 
logistic and delivery of relief items 
had been discussed at different 
levels. He said that the second 
phase convoys of Afghan refugees 
would be- organised and storage 
and distribution of reUef goods 
would be ensured in Afghanistan 
for repatriated and rehabilitated 
Afghans. 

He said that the reconstruction 
programme would be earned out 
in callaboration with Afghan 
authorities and the world commu- 
nity would fix priorities for the 
construction of road and buildings. 
Mr. Aga Khan expressed the hope 
that the U.N. agency would be able 
to evolve an appropriate 
programme ensuring provision of 
humamtarlan assistance to the 
people of Afghanistan in every 
nook and comer of the country, 
with view to mitigating their 
suffermgs. 

Earlier. Prince Aga Khan visit- 
ed ICRC hospital and Afghan Me- 
dia Resource Centre talking to the 
representative of Afghan Media 
Resource Centre, he said that the 
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Pakistan holding talks 
with Mujahideen 



In reply to 
about the veracity of recent 
reports in the Western me- 
dia to the effect that 
Pakistan authorities were 
exercising pressure on the 
Afghan Mujahideen to ac- 
commodate a number of 
persons associated with the 
current Kabul regime in the 
future set-up in Afghanistan, 
a sppkesman of the Foreign 
Office stated in Islamabad 
on Monday that the Govern- 
ment of Paldstan had been 
holding "discussions" with 
the Mujahideen. 
The spokesman maintained this 
position in his response to a num- 
ler of related questions asked at 
the Press bnefing. His reaction did 
not amount to an outright denial of 
the news stories and can, in fact, 
be be seen as an implicit ac- 
knowledgement of the substance of 
the reports. 

His attention was drawn to a 
report in the "Time" magazine 



By Ghani Jafer 
Our Diplomatic Comtpondtnt 
a question of Pakistan would deny that it had 
used pressure, both material and 
moral to bring the Mujaiiideen 
round to accepting PDPA 
representation; the spokesman 
stated that Islamabad had been 
holding discussions with the lUMA 
leadershipi 

In reply to a question regarding 
the role being played by Pakistan 
to help facilitate the adiievement 
of a consensus on the future set-up 
in Afghanistan, the spokesman 
said that the mechanics would not 
be of interest to the "Press, and the 
outcome alone could be stated. 



The spokesman also felt no need>: 
for bringing to public knowledge 
the approach to be followed in dis- 
cussions on Afghanistan with the 
Iranian and Soviet Foreign 
Ministers when they come to Is- 
lamabad in the current week. 

A newsman pointed out that such 
a used would be justified in view 
of the fact that Palcistan now had 
a more open system of govonance 
In response to other questions, 
the spokesman repeated the well 



vhich stated that Pakistan was ap- known position of the Government 
plying intense pressure on the of Pakistan on the future structuw 
Peshawar-based a Uiance of the Af- in Afghanistan, 
ghan Mujahideen for it to include He said that Islamabad wanted 
persons acceptable to the Soviet the contemplated consultative 
Union in the proposed government group to be as broad-based as pos- 
structure in Afghanistan. The sible. The Afghan Mujahideen, he 
pokesman was a Iso asi^ to com- said, were holding consuitations on 



ment on a series of articles pub- 
ished earlier this month in a 
Western newspaper highlighting 
the same aspect. 

He said that Pakistan had never 
denied the fact that it had re- 
mained "in touah" with the A/ghaa 
•VTujahideenL He asked the news- 
man lo be patient, and hoped for 
a positive outcome of the current 
efforts at evoivirrg a political set- 
tlement. 

When asked if the Government 



the composition of the group. 

The spokesman said that the 
Soviet Union was on record as hav- 
ing started that representatives of 
the POPA ahoukl be inchKkd in tte 
group, whrwi this was not ae^ 
ceptablfr ta the Mujahdiectt' ' 

He pointed, out that the Muja- 
hideen had, at the same time 
agreed to the inclusion of certain 
individuals ("good Muslims") in 
' he consultative groupi 
When asked about the Govern- 



ment of Pakistan's response to ttiis 
impasse which couid have an ad- 
verse impact on Paidstan's securi- 
ty. the spokesman reiterated the 

broad principles" on which Is- 
lamabad had continued to base its 
Afgiian policy. 

He said that Pakistan believed in 
non-interfnence in the internal af- 
fairs of Afghanistan^ and wanted 
the Afghan people to settle the fu- 
ture arrangement for themsevles. 

Pakistaa he said, had continued 
to provide humanitarian as- 
sistance to the Afghan refugees, 
and hoped that conditions wcwid 
soma be created to enable them to 
rehjrn to their homeland in safety 
and honour. 

The spokesman yna asked as to 
how Pakistan was helping in the 
creation of those conditions. He 
said that the initial settlement on 
Afghanistan had been arrivedat as 
a result of discussions which still 
continued and, hopef^y, wouki 
help overcome the difficulties be- 
ing faced currently. 

He said that Islamabad had not 
been informed about the precise 
subjects which the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, Mr. Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, would like to discuss with 
the Government of Pakistan dur' 
ing his forthcoming visit. But, he 
said, bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and the Soviet Union, and 
the Afghanistan situation were 
likely to come up for discussion 

The spokesman said that neither 
the Soviet Unionr nor the: iUghaa 
Mujahideen had exinnied uw 
tfmre «tf>«M«>ti# to arraifflis 
meetln«.l!ecween the. two 
during Mr Shevardnadn^stay W 
Islamabad' He saki that the Soviet 
Foreign Minister reach Islamabad 
in the evening of Feb. 4. and would 
leave here the following day. 



46 Afghan children arrive in 
W. Germany for treatment 



Anti-Shura meeting 
in Peshawar flops 



From Our Peshawar Bureau 

FEBRUARY, 3: Pandaemom- 
um today prevevailed in the pub- 
lic meeting when alogan-chanting 
.Afghan refugees clashed near 
.N'ishat Mills premises in the out- 
skirts of Peshawar. 

More than two dozen people in 
the audiences are reported to have 
received cuts, bruises and injuries. 

.Afghan Media Resource Centre 
said that a clash injuring 25 peo- 
ple erupted today at Nishat Mills 
m Peshawar between supporters 
and opponents of Friday's Af- 
ghanistan Mujhideen Shura. 

Brandishing sticks larger than 
cncket bats, the crowds battered 
each other after being provoked by 
speakers at a rally organised by 
anti-Shura elements. 

The consultative Shura, spon- 
sored by the Seven-Party Islamic 
Unity of Afghan Mujhideen, will 
meet on Sunday in Rawalpindi to 
vote on the structure of the interim 
(llovemment. 

.Amongtte injured at the event, 
attended by more than 5,000 peo- 



ple, were several reporters who 
were trapped at the front of the 
stage when protesters surged 
froward to overturn it. Three peo- 
ple are reportedly in critical con- 
dition, the AMRC said. 

Tension first flared when the 
former Afghan Government ad- 
ministrator Mr. Azizuilah Wasifi, 
said '^ow as the Soviets withdraw, 
•\vhom should we fight" the crowd 
chanted, "against the Khalq and 
the Parchamites'. 

.Mr. Wasifi, who served the Cabi- 
net of KimtZaliir Shah and Presi- 
dent Mohammad Daud, said 
.Afghans shoidd not start another 
war inside the coimtry once the 
Soviets complete their with- 
drawal. 

Stirred by his comments, mem- 
bers of the crowd moved toward 
the stage and skirmishes between 
several parties took place. 

Angry protesters overturned the 
stage and dismantled loud- 
speakers. February?. 1989 
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FRANKFURT. Feb. 7: As 
Soviet troops hurry to complete 
their withdrawal from Af- 
ghanistan, a humanitarian group 
is bringing doaens of Afghan chil- 
dren maimed by the war to West 
Germany for medical treatment 
"Friedwis Orf Oberfaaus«i" 
( peace village Oberfaausen), an in- 
dependent welfare group, has 
flown 46 Afghan children to West 
German hartals since shortly be- 
fore Qiristmas. 

"Each of these children has a 
touching story to tell. They are 
very sad. tearful sbMies, each one 
a different description <rf their sad 
fate", Friedens Orf Oberfaauaen 

chief Roland Gegeofurtaer toki the 
' Association Press on Monday. 

"Some lost an arm or a leg in the 
war, some lost both legs in explo- 
sions", Gegenfiirtoer said in a tel- 
ephone interviewlbtm his otBce in 
Oberhausen, near Ousseldorf. 

Gegenfurtner and his aides 
brou^ 15 maimed diildren from 
Afghanistan to West Germany just 
, before Christmas. Another group 
of 31 children was flown to Frank- 
furt from Kabul last Thursday. 

They were then taken to differ- 
ent hospitals outside Frankfurt by 
two West German army 
helicopters. 

Gegenfurtner said his organisa- 
tion, funded by private donations, 
IS bringing the children to West 
Germany for mecScai treatment of 
their wounds. The children will 
also receive artif kaal limfaa riurtng 
their stay. 

Gegenfurtner, 37, described the 
terrifying war experience of 
12-year-old Abdul Mobin^ one of 
'Jife 31 children flown to Frankfurt 
on Thursday. 

"He was travelling with his fa- 
mily to Kabul from the provinces 



by bus. The bus ran over a mine. 
When Abdtil woke up, he started 
crying, he couldn't see his legs". 

The boy lost both legs. 

Kuchi, a three-year-okl girl, lost 
both her legs in rocket explosion 
two years ago, Gegenfurtner said. 

"Both legs had to be amputated. 
Her father brought her to a camp 
across the Pakistani border to 
Peshawar." 

"They returned to their village 
but it came under bombardment. 
The family fled to Kabul, but could 
not find medical treatment for 
Kuchi. She is now in West Germa- 
ny and will receive prostheses". 
Gegenfurtner said. 

Friedens Orf Oberhausen has 
been helping children from war- 
ravaged areas around the world 
for 22 years. Gegenfurtner said the 
46 children brought from Af- 
ghanistan range in age from three 
to 14. 

"In Kabul, I saw more than 500 
children maimed by the war in Af- 
ghanistan", he said. "I saw their 
medical records and more than 50 
per cent of the cases could be 
treated in Afghanistan". 

"But they need an orthopaedic 
facility urgently. If we could set up 
such a facility there, many of the 
children would not have to travel 
for treatment", GegenfurtiMr told 
the .AP. 

"We have sUrted a collection 
campaign here for such a facility. 
If we can get enough money, we • 
wiU set up an orthopaedic facility 
in Kabul regardless of the political 
situation there". Gegenfurtner 
said.-APA 



Mujahideen set up 
offices at Torkham 



TORKHAM (Afghanistan), Feb 
8: "Welcome to free Afglianistan" 
said a grinning Muiahideen com 
mander at the border checkpoint 
guarded by heavily armed men in 
camouflage battle jackets. 

Scores of Mujahideen wearing 
everything from tribal clothing to 
steel helmets captured from the 
Soviets, were busy aroimd the 
Torkham checkpoint at the Afghan 
end of the famous Khyber Pass. 

A Mujahideen commander, a 
Soviet-made Kalashinkov rifle 
slung across his shoulder, direct- 
ed his men with an electric 
bullhorn. 

Commanders said they were 
' trying to set up a rudimentary ad- 
ministration at Torkham to carry 
out basic government tasks in an 
area they had seized from Af- 
ghanistan's beleaguered com- 
munist authorities. 

The Muiatiideen were busy or- 
ganising shelters and offices in the 

government administration block, 
immigration building and cus- 
toms, police and army posts. 

"This place is now under Islam- 
ic government", said Nabib Mo- 
hammad, one of the commanders 



The new administration ap- 
peared relaxed. Mujaiiid guards at 
check posts paid little attention to 
a steady stream of merchants, 
Mujaiiideen and local people going 
back and forth across the border 
to Pakistan. 

A roadside signpost pointed the 
way to tlie Afghan capital of 
Kabul, 224 kilometres to the west. 

Torkham changed hands sever- 
al times before the Mujaiiideen fi- 
nally seized control in January as. 
government troops pulled out of 
the area. 

"There was much fighting, but 
now this place is ours", Moham- 
mad said. 

captured government guns, ar- 
moured personnel carriers and 
trucks were parked near the ad- 
ministration buildings. Green Is- 
lamic flags fluttered from trucks 
that occasionally rumbled up the 
road, with bands of Mujaiiideen in 
the back. 

A partly biuned painting of a ; 
Soviet and an Afghan soldier 
clasping hands in friendship had I 
been used to patch a hole in one off 
the damaged administration! 
blocks. Soviet grain sacks weret 



nailed over holes in the immigra-^ 
tion of office. 

Mujahideen had scrawled their 
names on the captured buildings 
as if signing autographs of their 
successful fight to win control of 
J'orkham. 

The charred remains of govern- 
ment documents burned by the 
Mujahideen littered the roadside. 
Books. documents and 
newspapers written in Russian 
were scattered among the 
members— a remnant of the Soviet 
troops that backed the communist 
government for nine years of the 
civil war. 

The seven main Mujahideen 
groups held different buildings in 
the administration complex. The 
groups took turns performing 
border duties, commanders said. 

The leaders said their men, 
many of them illiterate, had little 
idea of the routine of carrying out 
government and bureaucratic 
chores. But they expressed confi- 
dence the Mujahideen would learn 
in time. • • < 

Commander Abdul Zaher said 
the Mujahideen had to defeat the 
c omm u n ist government before 
starting to rebuild the war- 
shattered nation and its govern- 
ment administration. 

It was too early to Ulk about cte- 
tails, he said. "About the future, 
we sav nothine" — AP*. 

February 9, 1989 
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Can Shura promise peace? 



Bx AN ANALYST 

The meeting of the Afghan 
Consultative Committee (Shura) 
for creating an interim 
government in Afghanistan, wMch 
Begins in Islamattad m Friday, 
presents a dilonma tor Pakistan, 
whose sole interest in the matter 
is the establishment of such a 
broad-based regime in Kabul as 
would guarantee peace and 
facilitate the refugees' retinn 
home. Islamabad hopes that the 
Consultative Committee will be 
able to resist factional and 
sectarian preiwireB and evolve a 
formula to avoid furtiier bioodsbed 
in Afghanistan. But there are 
doubts. _ 

A maje?*source of anxiety for 
Pakistani officials dealii« with the 
Afghan {M-obiem is the knowledge^ 
that desfrite appearances of unity, 
the cfHnpoDoits of the Afghan 
Resistance rema in hostile tl?each 
other. There are differences within 
the 7-party Alliance between the 
hard-liners, led by Mr. Gulbadin 
Hikmatyar, and the modotites, 
led by Mr. Gilani. The latter has 
for the time laeing accepted Mr. 
Hikmatyar's commitment to 
organise free general election in 
Afghanistan as soon as 
circumstances permit but 
suqricions tliat each side is trying 

to gain a dominating role in the 
Shiffa persist. These auspicions 
were reinforced by reports 
appearing in a section of the Arab 

Press that one of Mr. Hikmatyar's 
representatives had made 
contacts with elements outside the: 
' njAM, including a few associated: 
with the PDPA, on a tour of some 
Arab countries. Several groups of 
Afghan Mujahideen have also 

Firotested against their exclusion 
rom preparations for the 

Consultative Committee meeting. 
Three such groups outside issued 
a statement expressing lack of 
confidence in the 7-party Alliance 
in Peshawar on Tuesday last. 

Then there are moderates, 
mostly belonging to the European- 
based Afghan em igre gp^wps, that 
are extremely unhappy at the way 
the fundamentalist faction has 
elbowed them out <rf negotiations. 
Some of these elements maintain 
that they have to assert their due, 
now that the process of forming aa 
interim government has entered 
its penultimate stage. In case they 
do so, the Shura meeting may 
neither be brief nor free from &i 
dangerous trial of strength] Theae< 
elements are likely to press for h 
roie for ex -king Zahir Sh ah and his 
confidants in the peace-making| 
process. 

At the same time, differences 
between the commandenj^ttngi 
inside Afghanistan ana the i 
political leaders of Resistance! 
based in Pakistan have not wholly { 
been resolved. The^otamandera I 
insist on getting a lion's share in t 
the interim regime as a justi 
reward for their struggle whifll 
they rate higher than thet 
contribution made by their i 



spokesmen away from the battle- 
ground. The commanders are also 
opposed to the lUAM leaders' 
plans quickly capture Katxil and 
other cities in Afghanistan 
regardless of the casualties to the 
civilian population. 

Besides, it is no secret that some 
of the leading commanders within 
Afghanistan do not see eye to eye 
with aoe anotlier. For example, 
commander Masood Shah, 
operating in the northern parts of 
the country, and commander 
Abdul Haq, moving towards Kabul 
from the south, are believed to be 
rivals for su{M:emacy even though 
a temporary understanding 
between them may have been 
secured by the friends ol both 
sides. 

No keen observer of the scene 
can, in this situation, ignore the 
danger of serious strife between 
various Afghan factions once the 
Soviet troops' withdrawal is 
completed next week. While most 
observers agree that the 
Najibuilah regime may not be aUe 
to withataod the MujahkieaB'i 
pressure for any appreciabte 
length at time, they have detectd 
a new sign (rf despair in the PDF A 
supporters. Repn-ts that the Najib 
government has distributed arms 
to civilians confirms the view that 
the PDPA's sympathises may 
prefer a last-ditch fight to 
surrender because the Mujaiudeen 
have not spared the Afghan 
soldiers or their associates who 
had agree to surrender. The fate 
of the Afghan soldiers who 
surrmdered at Torkham is cited 
as an instance. 

Pakistan has reason to feel 
concern at the prospect ctf thedvil 
war continuing in Afghanistan 
even after the Soviet withdrawal. 
It believes that the elements 
resisting the Mujahideoi forces 
operating from Pakistan side may 
bold this countzy responsible for 
their loss of life and property. The 
goodwill that the Afghan people 
have had for Paidstan may be 
fractured. 

The crux of the problem is that 
the fundamentalist elements in the 
Afghan Resistance, relying 
exdusively on the massive fire- 
power at their disposal, do not 
seem to realise the complicatkm 
they are creating for Pakistan by 
denying the U.N. proposal for a 
genuinely broad-based interim 
government. The installation of a 
narrow-based fundamentalist 
regime in Kabul could not only 
pose a threat to Pakistan's 
security but also affect the process 
of Islamabad's understanding with 
India and the Soviet Union. It is 
also known that neither the United 
States nor the European 
supporters of the Mujahideen's 
cause are feeling comfortable at 
the idea of Afghanistan being ruled 
by a fundamentalist coalition, 
which by definition could 
guarantee neither a stable 
democracy nor the much needed 
social change. 

Finally, Pakistan faces the 
dilemma that wliile it was easy to 
tell Mr. Shevardnadze that it was 
unrealistic to press for PDPA's 
inclusion in a broad-based 
government, it is not so easy to 



make the lUAM and their as a result of its commitment to 
powerful supporters amenable to their cause, the least they are 
realistic suggestions. Islamabad expected to do is to abandcn the 
does not even know that the factional jockeying for power and 
refugee leaders, who should have accommodate ail the various 
held their consultations inside interests in the inropased Shura so 
Afghanistan, will start quitting the Chat peace returns to tildr ravage 
Pakistan territory soon after land and me pronusea gen&ai 



February 15. 

If the Afghan leaders meeting 
now ifijslamabad have any regard 
for that trials Pakistan has faced 



Section can be held undo* aegis 
that inspires confidence in its 
indepentence of fiHvign influeocy 
and iimartiality. 
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Afgh 
what next? 

THE Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter's visit to Islamabad has 
not apparently been an un- 
quaMed success from either 
side's point of view over the 
next steps in Afghanistan. 
This may be a disappoint- 
ment, but given the circumr 
stances it would have been 
unrealistic to expect a 
different outcome. There is 
hope in the fact that apart 
from the details, there was 
common ground on the fim- 
damentals. Both the coun- 
tries were agreed on the 
necessity of a political 
settlement; both thought 
that the military path could 
only lead to a worsening of 
.the situation; both are 
resolved to encourage a 
broad-based government in 
Kabul. The shared objective 
is therefore that the guns in 
Afghanistan will be silenced 
as soon as possible after the 
withdrawal of the last Soviet, 
soldier from the Afghan soil 
next Wednesday; and that it 
would be possible over this 
period for a government to 
be formed in Kabul that 
includes elements, or enjoys 
the confidence, of all the 
political sections of the 
coimtry. 

That outcome can, of 
course, be brought about 
only by the Afghans them- 
selves. The omens of it are 
not wholly promising at the 
moment. The consultative 
body envisaged by the 
Pakistan-based seven par- 
ties in the lUAM, and which 
is due to meet next Friday, 
has engendered some con- 
troversy. The Iran-based 
parties are unhappy at the 
number of seats allotted to 
them. The commanders in 
the field in Afghanistan are 
also said to be not entirely 
satisfied with it. And there is 



of course the insistence that 
theshura will have no part of 
that section of the Afghans 

which it has been at war 
with. This would seem to 
strike at the very definition 
of a broad-based govern- 
ment. What will emerge will 
predominantly be a one- 
sided body — consisting only 
o( elemoits of the resistance. 
This predicates total 
vanquishing of the other 
side. That can only augur 
more war. The Afghan lea- 
ders here -are confident of 
routing the opposition 
quickly. Their earlier 
calculations of rapid 
collapse of the Government 
in Kabul did not prove 
altogether correct. The 
defeat may again not occur 
as painlessly as they are now 
forecasting. The worsening 
of the situation that the 
Pakistan-Soviet joint 
statement fears in that 
eventuality may do the 
Soviets and the Afghans no 
good. It certainly will cause 
problems for Pakistan and 
for the return of the Afghan' 
refugees to their homeland. 

Mr. Shevardnadze has also 
hinted at his country's treaty 
obhgations to Afghanistan. 
That may be construed as a 
threat. It may also be taken 
as a reminder of a fact. It 
certainly presages no easy 
end to the Afghanistan 
tragedy if a military rather 
than a political path con- 
tinues to be piu'sued. This 
week's discussions in 
Islamabad should have 
enabled both Pakistan and 
the Soviet Union to take a 
good measure of each other's 
bottom line and to consider 
over the next days if a 
review of their respective 
positions is possible in the 
light of it and in their own 
and the Afghans' best in- 
terests. The ruling consi- 
deration for all concerned 
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Agony of the Afghan tragedy 



.Magazine 



A CAPTURED ana mentally-ill 
Afghan soldier undergoing 
treatment in the ICRC Surgical 
HosDital in Peshawar was re- 
cently abducted and returned 
after several days in an un- 
reported case which must be 
unique even in the context of 
the bloody 1 0-year Afghan war. 

The case examplifies the extent 
of the Afghan tragedy which struck 
almost every family in the beauti- 
ful country which was once known 
for Its peace and tranquility. The 
agony of the Afghan people reads 
like a chapter of sorrows and grief. 
Afghans on both end of the spec- 
trum have seen few joys in the 
past decade and sadly enough, 
light at the end of the long and 
dark tunnel Is still not visible. 

The soldier was taken prisoner 
when Afghan Mujahideen captured 
trie important border post of Tork- 
ham on the Durand Line last 
November. He probably became a 
mental patient later needing 
hospitalisation in the Surgical 
Hospital run by International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross in 
Peshawar. Unknown persons for- 
cibly took him away one day while 
he was outside the Hospital in 
University Town. The Hospital 
authorities knew nothing about 
their patient for more than two 
weeks and were pleasantly sur- 
prised to see him back alive and 
kicking. Reports say that the in- 
sane soldier was taken either by 
Afghan Mujahideen or Pakistani 
police for interrogation could not 
be substantiated. 

It IS naive to think that only Muja- 
hideen have committed excesses 
against their opponents. The 
PDPA regime has probably alienat- 
ed more Afghans than it was able 
to win over since it swept into 
power through the armed putsch 
in Apnl 1978 Its unimaginative re- 
forms thrust upon an unwilling na- 
tion fuelled hostilities which have 
brought more suffenngs and few 
joys to the hapless farmers, wom- 
en, workers and students who 
//ore intended to be the 
beneficiaries. After all. about five 
million people don t abandon their 
hearths and homes for nothing'. 

The |oy exnibited by pnsoners 
'reed from Kabul's notonous Pul- 
i Charkhi Prison one cold morning 
in December 1987 to which this 
correspondent was a witness ex- 
plained the feelings of men held 
captive on account of their politi- 
cal beliefs. The pnson guards had 
a tough time trying to restrain the 
freed prisoners as they anxiously 
waited for the prison gates to be 
flung open. They literally ran to 



freedom when the time came mov- 
ing as fast as their weary legs 
could carry them. 

No less poignant was the case 
of a government employee m 



as the marooned refugees waded 
in the water trying to rescue tneir 
petty belongings and cursing their 
fate. Wailing women recalling their 
green villages and spacious 
houses brought tears to one s 
eyes after seeing them living in 
miserable conditions far away from 
their homes. The slums which 



By RAHIMULLAH YUSUFZAI 



Kabul who said he was living all 
alone in the Afghan capital think- 
ing about his wife and children who 
had migrated to Pakistan since the 
beginning of the war. The shinwan 
tribesman from Nangrahar 
province, who had got used to 
wearing western dresses owing to 
his long stay in Kabul, said he 
could neither abandon his govern- 
ment service where he had put 
more than 20 years of his precious 
years nor he approved of the poli- 
cies of the Afghan resistance. But 
his real dilemma was that he was 
not convinced by Dr Najib's nation- 
al reconciliation programme be- 
cause he felt no such thing was 
possible in the absence of the 
other party, i e.. the opposition. 
His greying hair and weak reflex- 
es coupled with his twin Dilemma 
made him look really miserable. 

The cemetenes dotting the 
NWFP landscape with the distinc- 
tive coloured flags fluttering atop 
the graves remlned one of the 
many Afghans who died either 
fighting in Afghanistan or suc- 
cumbed to disease and sorrows. 
Dead bodies of Mujahideen killed 
in war in the border provinces are 
often brought to Pakistan for buri- 
al but most of the graves are of old 
men and women and children who 
died in an alien land. The distinc- 
tive flags on Afghan cemeteries 
distinguish them from grave yards 
meant for Pakistanis. 

Comparisons are vague but the 
scenes at the Tappa Shaheedan in 
Kabul, where those who died dur- 
ing and after the Saur Revolution 
are buried, must be equally mov- 
ing. The imposing mausoleum of 
ex-KIng Nadir Khan on one side of 
the hillock is a forlorn and unfre- 
quented place while grief-stncken 
friends and relatives frequently 
visit the cemetery for commoners- 
to lay floral wreaths and remember 
their near and dear ones. Prayers 
and soos invite one s attention ail 
over the place amidst the droning 
voice of the official guides who 
narrate the exploits of the inmates 
of various graves who died fight- 
ing defending the April Revolution. 

Flood water inundated the 
Bagheecha Dheray refugees camp 
near Mardan son^etimes back 
damaging the belongings of the Af- 
ghan refugees. Moving scenes 
were witnessed on the occasion 



have mushroomed in Kabul and 
Jalalabad also testify to the plignt 
of a race that was known to have 
lived in full and respectable ilfe 
even in its poverty It is because 
of this realisation that the wailing 
tones of Afghan female singer Qa- 
mar Gula urging her beloved to 
take her back to Afghanistan to es- 
cape the miseries of camp life 
seems so pertinent. 

Glimpses from the life of the Af- 
ghans inside and outside the coun- 
try are striking as well as revealing. 
The brisk shoping in Kabul and 
other cities could be misleading as 
' it doesn't take one realise that the 
country was at war. Afghan VIP s 
moving around in huge Volgas in 
Afghanistan s cities and those rid- 
ing costly Pajeros in Peshawar and 
Islamabad appear to belong to the 
same class even if they tninK 
differently. The plight of an em- 
ployee of the fivestar Hotel Inter- 
continental (renamed Mailma Pall) 
now run by the government was 



eauaiiy jecressmg :ii<.e tne ..:^r5. 
oearaea Afgnan .vno soDoea .vnne 
carrying a heavy loaa ot oreaas on 
nis punched cacK in tne ocraer 
province of'FaKtia lu iuspiy 'ne 
Mujahideen in tne mils. Both nar- 
rated how difficult It was to rrane 
coth ends meet One was ih "he 
service of the revolutionary PDPA 
regime, the other was active in tne 
■Jehad". 

Refugees complaining of short 
supplies and difficulties in getting 
themselves registered is a com- 
mon feature m every camp in 
NWFP and Baluchistan. They tell 
you time and again that they can t 
get the registration cards unless 
they bribe the officials. On the 
other nands. commoners in PDPA- 
controlled cities cite examples of 
nepotism and favouritism as to 
how such and such man aodged 
conscription or landed the choi- 
cest |00 because someone relat- 
ed to him occupied an important 
position in the ruling party It ;s an 
endless saga of sorrows and grief 
which has afflicted the Afghans 
Perhaps it is their fate to suffer at 
the hands of conquerors and ad- 
venturers because Afghanistan 
has throughout mstory servea as 
the spnngboaro for greater giones 
in Central Asia. Persia. Arab coun- 
tries and in the Indian Subconti- 
nent. Countries like Afghanistan 
falling on the path of invaders sei- 
^ dom en|oy peace and the Atgnans 
have learnt this truth in a hard way. 

Janmarr t3, i989. 



Message From Kabid 

.\mong the world leaders who sern 
( onpraiulaiory messages lo Presi- 
dciK Bush was Najibullah, the Presi- 
dent of Afghanistan. The Afghan Em- 
bassy was so eager to get his mes- 
sage out that It took the unusual step 
uf reprinting it in a four-page press 
release. 

"Your Excellency," the message 
began. "I should like first of all to 
present my sincere felicitations on 
\ our assumption to the office of the 
President and express the hope that 
ifie people of the United States shall 
achieve higher stages of progress and 
prosperity under your wise leader- 
sfiip. ' 

Mr. Najibullah then asked Mr. 
Bush for support m promoting the re- 
gime's plan for a transition to peace 
as the Soviet Union completes its 
withdrawal. 

"II is my earnest hope that my ap- 
peal which reflects the aspirations of 
the vast silent majority of our people, 
who are fed up with and abhor the 
war, can find its way to your heart 
and louch your humane feelings," 
.Mr. Najibullah wrote. 

He added that he was "anxiously 
awaiting a confidential reaction from 
you," and wished Mr. Bush " a very 
good health and many more suc- 
cesses." 

Mr. Najibullah will not get a posi- 
iive response from the Bush Admmis- 
iraiion. officials said. Mr. Bush, like 
President Reagan, believes the re- 
gime will fall once the Soviets areouL 

A merican officials in Kabul and 
Washington would not even accept 
the message when it was delivered by 
the Afghans, who mailed it instead. 
"We fiave no reaction to it." said one 
Slate Department officiaL "We just 
Ignored it." 

NYT 1/27 



New platform 
for Afghanistan 



MAKING A PATH THROUGH A MINE FIELD 
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coiiowtM to 1,000 t«tt of 
flMMitolemting cabM that 
fooMhlUi* halflncft ropa. - 



QHOCKtr nnn and 
pullt-cofO out ovar 
min« flald. 

aCORO LANDS AND 
CXPLODiSk dttonaUnt 
mtim ana cMnnf gatn. 

QRUItcnfttlrr 
eluataHoifourorfiv*. . 
Naw taam trwrn-up. tiOOO' ■ 



SOVIET 
ANTIPERSONNEL MINES 
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■ PMN MINES. wMct) ara 
buried ana about 
lha size of a small 
fruiteaka tin. 

■ •UTTERLY MINES O 

ara also called "the Green 
Parrot ' By Algnan tndesmen.'v^ 
Drappaa from planes or 
nallcootart, may are detigneo to 
maim rainar tnan kill. Made of 
plaatic, camouflagad to resempla 
itona or una. may ara filled witn 
a liquid axpiotiva and almoal 
Impoaaibla to detect wilft 
convanuonai gear. 



IvABUL: .Afghan authorities 
plan to replace the ruling Com- 
munist Party, ihc People's 
Democratic Pany ot Afghani- 
stan (PDPA). wiih a nationalist 
and democratic panv. 

"A committee has already 
■leen set up to change the name 
)t the party and rewrite its 
niatform. ' a senior Govern- 
ment otriciai said. 

The plan would represent a 
^la|or change in Afghan poli- 
■cs and an attempt to forge a 
aoprochement with the 
Muiahedeen rebels who have 



been lighting the Soviet-backed 
Kabul regime for nine years. 

Afghan resistance groups 
:ive insisted on the dissolution 
II ihe PDPA as a condition to 
lie tbrmation of a broad-based 
oalition government m Kabul. 

The Mujahcdeen leadership 
based in Peshawar, northwest- 
ern Pakistan, has refused to 
■ihare power with the commu- 
nists. 

The PDPA will be trans- 
lormed into a liberal, national- 
ist and democratic pany. ' said 
Ihe official, who is close to Af- 



ghan leader Najibullah. 

"The economic policies ofi 
the PDPA will be changed. Iti 
will no longer be socialist andl 
there will be no reference toi 
Leninism. " the otBcial said. 

The economic policies 
would allow foreign invest- 
ment and permit foreign com- 
panies into the country accord- 
ing to international practice, 
said the otTicial. a high-ranking 
PDPA member. 

"It will change a lot of things 
in the country. " he said. 

Some of the 250.000 PDPA 
members would not take part 
in the new party if they refused 
to accept the new program, said 
the ofTicial. 

The most radical memt)ers 



of the PDPA have already left 
the party and the central com- 
mittee has been widely purged, 
observers said. 

Kabul-based diplomats said 
there could be violent reactions 
from members of Khad. the Af- 
ghan secret police. 

This new party would be 
one among others and no polit- 
ical group would be banned, the 
Afghan official said. 

Observers said it was still 
too early to know if the plan to 
tbrm a pany that is social dem- 
ixmitic in nature would become 
J reality or if it would serve as a 
iront for the PDP.A to maintain 
indirect influence. 

The official said Afghan 
King Zaher Shah was "a sym- 
bol for the people . . . this must 



be rememt)ered ... he can play 
the role of spintual father of the 
nation '. 

King Zaher Shah, exiled in 
Rome since 1973. recently met 
Soviet Ambassador to Afghani- 
stan Yuli Vorontsov. 

The Soviet Union and the 
communist regime in Kabul 
have always favoured the re- 
turn of the king who dunng his 
reign maintained good rela- 
tions with Moscow. 

E.xtreme fundamentalist 
Mujahedeen remain hostile to 
the king however, accusing him 
of pro-Soviet policies and of 
harbounng too-modern ideas, 
which thev say are incompati- 
ble with the Islamic regime 
they want to install in Afghani- 
stan. 
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From the Editor: 

The Soviets have gone for the moment, 
but the great game continues. It's 
musical chairs in Peshawar & Kabul 
with both sides seemingly unaware 
that the music has not yet stopped. 

Some Afghan noses are out of joint 
because their owners weren't invited 
to the shura, dubbed "shurwa" [soup] 
by some. The 12 invitations to Af- 
ghans in the US were delivered through 
the Military Attache at the Pakistan 
Embassy in Washington. Other noses 
were disjointed during a brawl in 
Peshawar (see p. 17). 
Because so much has been written 
during the past 2 months, we've had 
to list some articles under "Recent 
Publications" because we couldn't 
fit them in without asking you to 
trade your magnifying glasses for 
microscopes . 

The Bakhtar Information Agency is 
coding its telexes BNA, so when you 
read those letters in this issue, 
keep in mind that you are reading 
"news" rather than information. 

Occasional Paper //28, "Countering 
the Revolution: The Mujahideen 
Counterrevolution" by Allen E. Dorn 
will be sent to those who ordered 
it [last year] with this issue. If 
new subscribers or those who didn't 
order it last year would like a 
copy, just send us $5 and we'll 
send it to you. 

The deadline for the next issue 
is 4/15. 

Nawroz greetings to all our Afghan 



readers with the hope that 1368 
will be the year that leads to 
peace in Afghanistan. 
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The annual meeting of the Association 
for Asian Studies (AAS) will be held 
at the Washington Hilton & Towers from 
March 17-19. The AAS is calling for 
panels &/or papers for the 1990 annual 
meeting which will be held at the Palmer 
House in Chicago from April 6-8, 1990. 
Panel proposals should be submitted in 
duplicate by 8/4/89. AAS regional 
meetings are as follows: Pacific - Univ. 
of Hawaii, 6/30 - 7/2/89; Mid Atlantic - 
Georgetown Univ, Washington, 10/20-22/89; 
Midwest - Michigan State Univ, East 
Lansing, 10/28-29/89; Southwest - New 
Orleans, 11/3-4/89; Western - California 
State Univ. at Long Beach, 10/20-21/89. 

The Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore 
will present "Ikats: Woven Silks from 
Central Asia from the Rau Collection" 
from 2/19-4/16. 

"Timor & the Princely Vision: Persian 
Art & Culture in the 15th Century" will 
be on display at the Sackler Gallery of 
the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
D.C. from 4/16-7/6. The exhibition will 
travel to the Los Angeles County Museum 
from 8/13-11/5. 

The Textile Museum in Washington will 
feature "An Introduction to Oriental 
Carpets: The Arthur D. Jenkins Collection" 
from 3/18-9/17. 

"The Bamiyan Valley, Afghanistan" is the 
title of Sarah Bekker's lecture for the 
Institute of Asian Studies on 3/1 at 6:30 
p.m. The program will be held at St. 
Peter's Church, 54th St. & Lexington 
Ave., New York City. Admission is $10. 

The Stockholm Conference on Islam, spon- 
sored by the Swedish Committee for Af- 
ghanistan, will be held in Stockholm 
from 4/14-16. 

"Contacts between Cultures" is the theme 
of the 33rd Int ' 1 Congress of Asian & 
North African Studies to be held at the 
University of Toronto from 8/19-25, 1990. 
For further information write Secretariat, 
33 ICANAS, % Julia Ching, Victoria College, 
Univ. of Toronto, Toronto, Ont M5S 1K7 
Canada. 
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HENRY KRIE6EL 



How George Bush Can Avoid an EariyA^shanistan Misfire 



As the intwritor of the Reagan mantle. George Bush has 
the unique opportunity of ovtmeing the history-making 
victory of the mufoJadeem m Afi^ianistan. This will 
mark the first time ever that a communist-imposed 
regime was overtaken by an anti-oommunist indigenous 
movement. 

Some hope that this victory will inspire other anti- 
oommunist insurgencies as well as East European and 
Soviet nationalists to secure their freedran. Yet before we 
uncork the champagne to cd^te and before we move 
on to other natkxis we must ensure that the vktory in 
Afghanistan is woo. As Mohammad Es'Haq, the political 
(rffioer for Commander Masaoud, sakl in a recent trip to 
the United States, "All of this optimism far a qukk 
viaory is imfoutided." 

Even if the Soviets fulfill their withdrawal pledge on 
time, the heavily fortified Kabul regime may last tonger 
than the sue months whkh Sute Department officials 
earlier predicted. The war, as Afghans have confided to 
this author, will likely continue for another year or twa 
These Afghans fear con- 
tinued bkxxished, strife 
and chaos. 

This is not the time 
for the United States to 
withdraw its mterests 
fi^ Afghanistan. We 
need to recognize the 
historical, geopolitical 
and moral importance of 
this natkm mid region. 
On this day of Dec 27, 
1968. marking the end of 
nine years of war in 
Afghanistan, Presklent- 
eiect George Bush and 
the leadership and mem- 
bership of the 101st Con- 
gress should reaffirm its 
support of a fiee and 
independent Afghan- 
istan as well as the right 
of self-determmation for 
the Afghan people. 
These have been our 
policy goals throughout 
the war. 

One of the simplest steps George Bush can take 
towards enhancing U.S. in«uence wkh the Afghan 
resistance is to appoint a "Special Envoy to the 
Resistance" of ambassadcnial rank. The- position was 
created by the Senate in a unanimously approved 
amendment to the State Department Authorization Act 
of 1989. 

The special envoy /ambassadorial position is a devel- 
opment of an klea first promoted by Dr. Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. the "architect" of the US. covert program to 
the mujahideen. Brzezinski. in his testimony before the 
Congressional Task Force on Afghanistan in June 1985, 
charged the Reagan Administration with "managerial 
neglect." Brzezinski advocated the formation of a 
presidential panel of NSC official^, congressmen and 
publk: figures who would advise the president and 
develop support for the Afghan resistance. Sen Robert 
Dole, in the floor discussion of the amendment called it, 
"the single most important step we can take to achieve 
(our objectives) is to expand and upgrade our direct 
contact and liaison with the resistance." 

Despite clamoring from Congress, little action was 
taken on improving the devekipment and coordination of 
U.S. policy on Afghanistan. At present, there are at least 
four different bureaus at the State Department and AID 
in Washington who handle this issue. No one bureau or 
individual is clearly empowered to coordinate and direa 
policy. This naturally dissipates the administration's 
ability to devebp and implement policy. As a result, the 



X he complex political issue of 
who will rule Afghanistan in the 
future necessitates VS. 
involvement 
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individual cr bureau with the strongest bureaucratic 
coalition gets their kka promoted and the policy process 
is thseby cheapened. 

In addition, the United States is heavily reliant on 
Pakistan's Inter-Servkis InteUigenoe for intelligence 
informatkm on the resistance and the war as well as the 
all-important distribution of oovcrt assistance. Many 
Afghans and dieir supporters have been openly critical 




playing favorites among the seven party 



of ISl for 
Alliance. 

Afghanistan is now entering a very delicate and 
sensitive period of political devek)pn>enL Whereas the 
military objectives of both Pakistan and the mujahideen 
are one, the pohtical goals are somewhat different 
Pakistan wodd like to see an independent Afghanistan. 
It wouW also like to see a resolution to die Pushtun and 
Baluch peoples' of westen Pakistan and eastern 
Afghanistan desire for independence. As a result, 
Pakistan has gauged its support to those groups which 
support its pditical daims. 

The complex politkaJ issue of viho will rule 
Afghanistan in the hiture and what -kind of government 
will be in- place necessitates U.Su influezKX and 
involvement To say that America shoukl pour in 
billions of dollars in covert and humanitarian assistance 
to the mujdudem in a "dark alley" and turn around and 
walk away is ridkulous. But that is the essence of those 
who argue Uiat we cannot tdl the resistance what to do. 
That is true only in part but it ignores the good will the 
United States has generated by our support of both the 
mujahideen and the government of Pakistan. We are 
players in the Great Game of Afghanistan. We have been 
on the right skle. We have a great chance of winning. 
And we should help the Afghans decide for themselves 
what kind of government and leader^ip they want. 
(Once "self-determination" is determined and set up as a 
formal jfovtTnment. then we can declare victory.) 



This means an abandonment of the silly notkm of a 
broad-based coalition government with "non- 
cooununisr M)PA (People's Democratic Party of 
Af^ianistan) members. There is no such thing as a non- 
oommunist There is also historical precedent illustrated 
in levolutianary Cuba and Nkazagua of how commu- 
nists manipulate coalition flowcmments to assume total 
controL 

Bemg a irfayer also means stricter nxmitoring of U5. 
akl to ensure that it goes to commanders who have 
proven diemselves effective in the battlefiekl not to dwse 
«4x> are favorites in lgiaw»fltfl||^ fg j^shawar. 

The special envoy/ambassador with proper staff 
anistanoe, can oversee this operation. The ambassador 
can be stationed in Washington, D.C if politically 
necessary, and can be moved to Kabul at the appropriate 
time, it, when die mt^ahidieH have Udcen over. He can 
play the role enviskxied by Bkxeanski and inform the 
preaidem and members of the National Security Council 
on the latest military and poiidcal devekipments in this 

fast-changing war. 

It shoukl be noted 
diat the State Depart- 
ment appointed Ed- 
mund McWilliams as 
the special envoy to our 
ambassador to Pakis- 
tan. Robert Oakley. 
McWilliams served 
nobly in our counsel in 
Kabul, however, his 
authority is seriously 
limited by his position 
and that of die am- 
bassador to Pakistan. 
McWilliams cannot file 
reports directly to 
Washington without it 
first being read and 
approved by Oakley. 
Oakley is also burdened 
by his portfolio of 
Pakistan which, itself, 
is undergoing major I 
political changes. 
Oakley cannot, in fair- 

ness to his position and 

the responsibilities it entails, suooessfully carry out both 
duties. In addition, the interests of the mujahideen and 
Pakistan do not entirely overlap and as most foreign 
service officers suffer from some degree of "clientitis," 
Oakley may not be able to professionally serve both 
interests without compromising one for the other. 

Lasdy, Bush should prevail upon his mentor, Ronald 
Reagan, to re-initiate the deliveries of Stingers, Spanish 
120mm mortars and mine-breadiing equipment to the 
mujahideenJhis aid was apparently cut off last May in 
exchange for a Soviet agreement not to launch offensives 
during their pullout. The Soviets, true to form, have 
violated their word, and reports indkate that Kandahar, 
the second largest city in prewar Afghanistan, has been 
' besieged widi hundreds sorties each day for the last six 
weeks. 

Our respMise should be strong. Send the mujahideen 
Stingers, kxig-range mortars and mine-clearing equip- 
ment to offset this Soviet escalation. Send them better 
Stingers to take down the higher flying Backfire 
bombers deployed from Soviet air bases. By appointing 
a special envoy/ambassador to die mujahideen and by 
helping to continue sophisticated aid. Bush might be 
able to celebrate this Feb. 15 with fewer doubts of 
Afghanistan backfiring during die mkidle of his 
administratkm. 

Henry Knegel is the executive dinctar of tlie Committee for 
a Free Afghanistan. 
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EVERY Thursday for 
the past few 
months, eight diplo- 
mats have gathered in an 
embassy building in Kabul 
to discuss their future as 
the Russians make their fi- 
nal, secret withdrawal 
from this besieged and 
frightened city. 

They call themselves, 
half jokingly, the Unfriendly 
Powers, and include the 
British, American, French 
and Chinese, ail of whom 
have refused to recognise the 
regime of President 
Najibullah and the nine- 
year Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan. 

Now that this convivial 
gathering is about to be just 
a memory - Britain, the 
United States, France, West 
Germany. Japan and Italy 
are all pulling out in the next 
few days - the committee 
has made one last prediction 
about when (not if) Kabul 
will fall to the Mujaheddin. 

The British are giving 
Najibullah until April Fool's 
Oay, the Americans a little 
longer, and the Giinese, for 
some inscrutable reason, un- 
til the end of the year. The 
prize is a bottle of Scotch. 

With the Russians due to 
withdraw most of their re- 
maining 10,000 soldiers 
from Kabul at the end of this 
week. 10 days ahead of the 
February IS deadline, the 
only questions being asked 
are how long Najibullah can 
survive and how bloody the 
transition to control by the 
encircling Mujaheddin will 
be. 

Most expect a period of 
violent upheaval in the capi- 
tal, with revenge killings by 
the guerillas and street fight- 
ing on a scale to rival Beirut 

The embassies have pre- 
pared for the worst. The 
American charge d'affaires, 
who has been presiding over 
the Soviet humiliation with 
ill-concealed glee, keeps a 
flak jacket, gas mask and 
helmet on his desk. 

On the rare occasions 
that he ventures out of the 
embassy compound, accom- 
panied by two car loads of 
Afghan secret police body- 
guards, he carries a revolver. 

His mission is guarded 
by four American marines. 
They will be disappointed to 
leave later this week. One of 
them said he "prays every 
night for combat", and 
another's recreation is to 
watch a video called Execu- 
tions Around the World. 

The Bntish, fortified in 
their vast 26-acre com- 
pound, with Its elegant colo- 
nial buildings, are protected 
by nine Gurkhas. But, to the 
amusement of other delega- 
tions, these soldiers are 



-^UL has food and fuel 
supplies to last for three 
months, said the mayor of 
the Afghnn capital, which 
has been raragcd by short- 
ages one month before the 
Sorlet withdrawaL 

General Mohammed Ha- 
kim said Kabol had 57,000 
tonnes of flour snd wheat on 
hand in goTcmment stores, 
enough to feed its popuia- 
don, whkh he estimated at 
1.5 million people, for three 
months. 
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AS the retreating Russians strive to 
avoid a Vietnam-style humiliation 
in Kabul, the people they leave be- 
hind face a more terrible fate at the 
hands of the Mujaheddin, reports 
JOHN WITHEROW. 



armed with notbing more 
than kukris. 

This siege mentality, 
with its ovenones of Saigon 
and Phnom Penh, has 
spread to the other 25 mis- 
sions. Even the Iranians - 
po respecters of diplomatic 
immunity - have been ' 
welding steel plates to their 
perimeter fence. The Rus- 
sians, who are most at risk i 
and are detnmined to stay, i 
have cut down the trees out- 
side their fortress com- 
pound. The Americans be- 
lieve this is for an emergency 
lan(Ung strip. 

Only the French have 
shown real sang-froid. Their 
half- Vietnamese representa- 
tive, who still has his Icelan- 
dic wife here, is protected 
only by a former Marseilles 
traffic policeman. "What's 
the problem?" he declares. 
"It's sunny. It's like the 
Riviera." 

For the Russians, desper- 
ately trying to retreat with 
honour after 109 months 
and 13.000 dead, the next 
two weeks will be a testing 
time. Amid the growing ten- 
sions and diplomatic depar- 
I tures, they are keeping their ; 
I own withdrawal very quiet i 
for security reasons, and are 
anxious to be seen not to > 

panic. 

"We are not leaving 
hanging on to helicopters," 
is a common refi:ain fh>m se- 
nior officers, resentfiil of any 
comparison with the pan- 
icky American withdrawal 
from Saigon in 1975. "It is 
orderly." 

Convoys regulariy make 
their way up the Salang high- 
way - "the road of life" - to 
the Soviet Union. Above the 
city there is the constant I 
drone of aircraft flying in 
supplies and taking out men 
and equipment 

IDuring the day, the skies 
are streaked with the white 
trails of magnesium flares 
fired by the Ilyushin-76s to 
decoy heat-seeking missiles. 
At night, the beautiful, 
snow-capped mountains 
that ring Kabul echo to the 
sound of artillery. At dawn, 
helicopters sweep low over 
the city after night raids. 

Kabul is a city-in-wait- 
ing. Fear ebbs and flows ac- 
cording to rumour and the 
length of the bread and pet- 



rol queues. At night half the 
city is blacked out, adding to 
the atmosphere of crisis. 
Few venture on to the 
streets. 

Amid the hunger and bit- 
ter cold, there is suppressed 
anger and tension and a 
gradual erosion of order. 
Fights have broken out in 
food lines. There has been 
sporadic shooting. Soldiers 
at road blocks have become 
more aggressive, demanding 
cigarettes and even money. 
Teena^rs in civilian clothes 
wander the streets carrying 
Kalashnikov automatic ri- 
fles. 

Even the Russians, who 
have a reheved, end-of-term 
air, seem ill-disciplined. 1 
watched one young soldier 
on a tank on the outskirts of 
town fire his automatic 
weapon into the ground only 
a few yards ft-om some small 
Afghan boys. No officer re- 
monstrated with him. 

Guerilla rocket attacks 
have become sporadic, and 
the deceptive air of calm 
gives a superficial normaUty 
to the busy roads and mar- 
kets, where the stalls remain 
open. But prices are spiral- 
ling out of the reach of the 
poor, and most Afghans are 
fearing the worst 

Nobody underestimates 
the Mujaheddin capacity for 
violence. They know that 
many old scores have yet to 
be settled. 

Each day long queues 
fonn outside the Indian em- 
bassy for visas. Stories 
abound of life savings being 
paid to corrupt officials for 
exit papers. 

Enterprising Afghans 
have set up overland escape 
routes for those who can af- 
ford a fee equivalent to six 
months' salaiy. 

Escape is fraught with 
danger. Letters have arrived 
in Kabul relating the horrors 
of the journeys through the 
snow: several have died and 
others have lost their toes to 
frostbite. 

Afghan professionals beg 
foreigners to help them 
leave the country. One hos- 
pital has already lost 20 doc- 
tors. 

But in the end, few of 
Kabul's swollen population 
of 2.3 million will escape. 



Asked why the stocks 
had not been tapped during 
the food crisis of the last 
month instead of calling for 
Soviet aid. General Hakim 
told reporters that the gov- 
emment had increased its al- 
locadon to Kabul's bakeries 
from 80 tonnes to 140 tonne* 

a day to deal with shortfalls 
in the open market. 

"But we do not want to 
exhaust our reserves," he 
said, "<n case of future 
crises'". 



A Soviet airlift has been 
trying to overcome the short- 
ages caused by the closure of 
thie highway linking Kabol 
to the Soviet Union due to 
fighting with mnjahedeen 
rebels and a harsh winter. 
Soviet forces in Afghanistan 
are due to be pulled out by 
Febmary 15 under a Geneva 
peace accord. 

Regarding supplies of 
gasoline and heating oil, the 
Kabol mayor acknowledged 
difflcnlties bat said the city 
also had enough for three 



Most are trapped by the 
siege and by ties to their 
families. There is now a 
mood of resignation. 

The Red Cross is taking 
no ctiances. Its small hospi- 
tal., already full of limbless 
young men. has prepared a 
maiesniit wara with 100 
empty beds. "I fear we wiU 
need them all," said a senior 
Swedish nurse. Those who 
reach the Red Cross will be 
lucky. 

Afghan hospitals are fre- 
quenUy without power and 
desperately unhygiemc and 
short of medicine. It has be- 
come commonplace for peo- 
ple in this war to succumb to 
even minor wounds. 

But another fear per- 
vades the city. Despite a 
loosening of the grip of the 
secret police and the almost 
social-democratic tone of 
this once hard-line commu- 
nist government, most peo- 
ple are afraid to talk. 

There is a palpable ha- 
tred of the Russians. Any 
westerner is automatically 
assumed to be Russian and 
is met with hostile stares and 
a contemptuous spitting. 
Photograohers have been 

stoned by small boys shout- 
ing; "Ruskies, Ruskies. ' A 
driver referred to the Rus- 
sians as "dogs". 

Even the Afghan soldiers 
seem to loathe their allies. 
Many blame the food shon- 
ages on Moscow, though it is 
the Russians who are flying 
In the food. "Before they 
came in 1979 we had 
plenty," said one profession- 
al. "Now we have nothing." 

Entrenched in his palace 
in the centre of the city and 
protected for the moment by 
Russian troops, Najibullah 
confers daily with Yuli 
Vorontsov, the deputy for- 
eign minister and Soviet 
ambassador. 



But. despite his defiance, 
there are clear signs of un- 
ease. Families of senior par- 
ty members have been sent 
to safety near the Soviet bor- 
der. There is an air of des- 
peration about the numer- 
ous slogans extolling people 
to "fight to defend your 
aty". One Afghan pointed 
out ironically that the slo- 
gans used to call for the de- 
fence of the country. 

The Soviet and .Afghan 
mihtary have thrown arul- 
lery and planes into a last big 
show of force for control of 
the vital Salang highway, 

killing hundreds of civilians, 
if reports reaching western 
diplomats in Pakisun are 
correct. 

It is one of the extraord- 
inary aspecu of this war that 
a sporadic truce was report- 
ed in operation along the 
highway earlier this month. 
Mujaheddin guenllas have 
even been seen leaning 
against Soviet tanks on the 
road north, and conducting 
road blocks with Soviet ac- 
quiescence. Now reports say 
the road and surrounding 
villages have been littered 
with bodies. 

But even if the Russians 
have regained control, the 
highway may soon be cut 
again by the guerillas after 
the Russians have gone. In 
those circumstances, keep- 
ing Kabul supplied could 
mean up to 15 flights a day 
by the giant IL-76 aircraft 
an airlift that would be pro- 
hibitively expensive. 

But there is no evidence 
that the Government can 
break the blockade by any 
other means. It is a stale- 
mate, and as long as the 
guerillas do not fight among 
themselves, their victory 
seems assured. 
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SOVIETS HINT 
AT AFGHAN'S PLAN 

MOSCOW 

■ Soviet officials say the emi}at- 
Hed Afghan regime of President 
Najibulkih may withdraw to on 
outlying province if military 
pressure around Kabul be- 
comes unbearable. Soviet 
troops ore due out of Afghani- 
stan by Feb. 1 5. 

The officials, who Include sen- 
ior policy makers, have not 
mentioned any names, but tfie 
nonham provmca of Mazar-i- 
Shorif has \ong been tiie subject 
of speculation. Western and 
pro-guemlk] sources hove sug- 
gested Moscow would turn the 
area into a puppet government. 

OfRciols in Moscow, how- 
ever, stress that the ruling Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party of Af- 
gtionistan (POPA) shouki, by 
virtue of its numbers and guns, 
be inckxJed in a coalition gov- 
ernment. They soy the West is 
repeating a mistake tfiot Mos- 
cow mode until recently: It does 
not realize ifxjt no single Af- 
gfion faction is capable of con- 
trolling itie situation on its own. 

But Soviet criticism of the 
PDPA has also intensified. So- 
viet reporters in Afgfionistan are 
cntical of the government's fail- 
ure to get food to Kobol's in- 
habitants. They record POPA in- 
fighting, and note that op- 
position activists ore "filtering" 
into Kabul, thus casting doubt 
on the POPA's ability to hold the 
city. 

[On Monday, the US and Brit- 
am closed their embassies in 
Kabul, for security reasons.! 
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CALLING ALL AFGHANS... 

The Int'l Committee for Migration, 440 
Nat'l Press Bldg, 529 14th St., NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20045 is conducting a 
survey of Afghans living in industrial- 
ized countries to determine 1) their in- 
terest in returning to Afghanistan to 
contribute their skills to the rebuilding 
process; 2) the conditions for return; 5^ 
3) the requirements people will have to 
return. From information gathered from 
those who respond to the survey, the 
actual return program will be designed 
by the end of 1989. The ICM also wants 
to put together a directory of Afghan 
professionals who will be interested in 
employment in Afghanistan, either on 
a short-term or long-term basis. All 
individual questionnaire responses will 
be kept confidential. Afghans interested 
in participating should contact ICM at 
the above address or call (202) 622-7099. 
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Rival 

states 

formed 



ASADABAD, Afghanistan 
(UPI) — White or green flags flut- 
tering from bumed-out buildings 
illustrate the deep divisions plagu- 
ing Asadabad. where rebel fac- 
tions have established rival 
governments since taking over the 
provincial capital three months 
ago. 

No armed clashes have taken 
place but the dispute among the 
Islamic guemllas fighting the 
Soviet-backed Afghan government 
portends other power struggles 
once the Soviets and the Kabul 
regime of President Najibullah 
are no longer there to unite the 
guerrilla factions. 

Asadabad. 120 miles northeast 
of Kabul in Kunar Province, was 
abandoned by government forces 
and occupied by rebels Oct. 11, one 
of the first provincial capitals to 
fall under guerrilla control since 
Moscow began withdrawing its 
troops May 15. The pullout is to be 
completed by Feb. 15 under 
U.N. -mediated accords. 

But within weeks of taking over 
Asadabad. both the seven-party 
Pakistan-based Afghan rebel 
alliance and the rival Ahl-e-Hadith 
guerrilla group, which recently 
gained in strength with Arab fun- 
ding, formed provincial 
governments. 

Asadabad. which had a pre-war 
population of 30.000 but is now oc- 
cupied almost entirely by guer- 
rillas, lies in a picturesque vallev 
of the Hindu Kush mountains. It 
has been severely damaged bv 
years of rocket attacks by the 
resistance and bombings by 
government forces following the 
rebel seizure. 

Dogs scavenge for scraps in the 
rubble of mud and stone buildings 
A few makeshift stores sell fruit, 
nuts, clothing and military gear 
lifted from dead Soviet and 
Afghan soldiers at the war front. 



Factions preparing to divide spoils 



Seven disparate Afghan politi- 
cal groups, representing the 
country's Sunni Muslim 
nuuonty, are based in Pakistan. 
Their military strength varies 
from a few hundred to 15,000 
guerillas, drawn from the 
country's main ethnic groups: 
Pathan, Tajik and Uzbek. 

Their alliance is noted more 
for divisions than for unity. A 
rival eight-party alliance of 
Afghan's minority and fre- 
quently persecuted Shias is 
under the control of Iran. 

Jamiat Islami Afghanistan, led 
by an Islamic scholar, 
Burhannddin Rabbani, is one of 
the biggest and best organised 
Mujahedeen forces. His esti- 
mated 20.000 followers are 
mainly Tajiks from northern and 
western Afghanistan. 

The legendary Ahmad Shah 
Masud is Jamiat's senior com- 
mander. His control is centred on 
the Panjsher Valley, north of 
Kabul, and extends to the Salang 
Highway, the main road from the 
capital to the Soviet border. 

Yunla KhaUs, a Pathan. called 
the Fighting Mollali. fronts the a 
faction of the Hezbe Islami. An 
uncompromising Islamic frmda- 
mentaiist. he is one of the few 
politicai leaders who have taken 
an active part in the fighting. His 
local commanders, among them 
Abdul Haq, the English-spealting 
acceptable face of Islam, enjoy 
considerable autonomy. 

Nothing happens in or around 
Kalral withoQt the knowledge of 
Abdul Haq, who would be ready 
for the fall of the city. 

Another faction of the Hezbe 
Islami, run by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyaria, is the most contro- 
versial group in the resistance. 
Ambitioiu and politically ruth- 
less, he is the protege of 
Pakistan's powerful military in- 
telligence organisation (ISI), 
which has been responsible for 
disbursing United States and 
Chinese aid to the Majahedem. 
In the early 1970s he Qed to 




□ Burhanuddin Rabbani. 



□ Pir Sayad Gailani . 




□ Sibighatullah Mujaddidi. 
Pakistan, where he was encour- 
aged as a troublemaker at a time 
of border tension betwemt Kabul 
and Islamabad. Bribes and 
threats tend to diaracterise his 
estimated 15,000 supporters, ac- 
cording to his rivals. 

The National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan, led by Pir Sayed 
Gailani, Is the best-known 
abroad of Afghanistan's three 
traditionalist parties. 

It is dominated by the Gailani 
family, which claims descent 
from the prophet Mohammed. 
Western- leaning. It is often 
called the Gucci Front by iU 
detractors because of the veneer 
of sophistication associated with 
tlie Fir's sons and nephews. 

The Pir has a big religious 



□ Yunis Khalis. 

following, mainly in Paktla, Kan- 
dahar and other eastern prov- 
inces. Pro-monarciiist. it is not 
trusted by the ftindamentaiists. 
who blame the origin of 
Afghanistan's troubles on the 
king. 

The front has an efTectiv* in- 
surgent force from its 20,000«dd 
supporters, and Is well-placed 
around KabuL 

The National Uberatioa Front 
of Sibighatullah Mujaddidi Is the 
poor man of the resistance but 
Mujaddidi and his Pathan family 
have high status. 

The Mujaddldls are known in 
Afghanistan as king-makers and 
have held the hereditary title 
Hazrat of Shorbazaar for gener- 
ations. Not unexpectedly, this 



A white flag on a roof indicates 
the building is held by Ahl-e- 
Hadith supporters, a green Hag 
shows allegiance to the seven- 
paiiv alliance. Most of the ban- 
ifCFS are white. 

Wgwhall Signal & Saugus Enterprise 
January 15, 1989 



Egyptian-educated religious 
scholar is a traditionalist. 

Of all the insurgent groups, 
Harakate Enqelabe Islami is 
probably the most effective and 
the biggest. 

Its support is certainly the 
most widespread, from Paktla 
province in the east to Farah la 
the west near the Iranian border. 

Its Pathan leader, MohamaMd 
Nabi Mohammedl, is a tradltton- 
alist and a leader of the so-called 
moderates, and his group has a 
large popular following. Unlike 
other religious scholars in the 
resistance, he has experience of 
government. 

He won election to parliament 
in the 19608 during King Zahlr 
Shah's experiment with democ- 
racy. He is an unassuming man 
who is more keen on liberating 
his country than political ag- 
grandisement. 

Ittehade Islami is the smallest 
of the Sunni fundamentalist in- 
surgent groups. Its influence is 
based on the large funds it has at 
its disposal, and most of Its in- 
surgents are mercenaries. 

Its leader. Rasul Sayaf, is fit>m 
the Wahhabi sect of Islam and Is 
heavily financed by Saudi 
Arabia's ruling family. . 

Harakate Islami Afghanistan 
is the biggest and most Important 
of the eight Iran-backed SUa 
groups. 

It came late to the fighting, 
once Iran had estabUahed its 
control of the Shla resistanca 
from the refugee camps along the 
border. Its leader is Sheikh 
Mohammed Asef Muhaeney, a 
Tajik, who is relatively strong 
around Kabul - one reason why 
the Peshawar-based leaders have 
taken notice. He recently moved 
his headquarters to Pesltawar. 

In most cases the remaining 
Shla groups are nghtiny forces in 
name only. - The Independent 

THE HONGKONG STA NDARD' 



backing of Pakistan, and the fact that 
the news service was chosaa ta control 
the news from the council meeting, 
says a Western analyst, shows the ex- 
tent to which die Pakistani Govern- 
ment IS govemnig and manipulating 
the pohtKs at the Af ghaa war. 



Afghan Guerrillas Fight for the 
Limelight 



By DONATELLA LORCH 

SpKul la Htm Yart TIims 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, Feb. 11 — 
.Mtcr nine years of war in Afghanistan, 
most of the guerrilla grttups have 
raised public relations to a fine art. 
tach of the seven guerrilla parties 
based in Pakistan has its own English- 
spcaKing press and political officer and 
issues English translations of its publi- 
cations. 

Ii IS no wonder, a Western diplomati 
sa'd, ihat inere are 10 versions to every 

A distorted picture is inevitable at 
this lime he said. 

\n Afghan commander was simi- 
larly disparaging of the competition 
among the ostensibly united parties.. 
■ Vhen the spokesman of ttie alliance 
savs one thing, all the other parties 
issue their own press releases giving 
their own versions. " 

\s the Feb. 15 (leadline nears for the 
c'jtnpietion of the Soviet withdrawal 
from Atghanisian and visas for Kabul 



have become vinually impossible to 
obtain. Western Joumallsu have de- 
scended on Pakistan. But tlwy have 
found that sources of information hero 
are limited and to a varyuig dagree uo- 
-eliable. the. Afghan poMlcal parties, 
Western diplomau and Western relief 
workers. And the journalists have 
found themselves the object of a 
competition among the parties, each a< 
which wants to advance iu own agen- 
da. 

rhe jockeying by the parties is con- 
stant but It was suppressed to a degree 
when the Afghan consulutive council, 
qr shura, met for the first time in is- 
Umabad on Friday. 

All press releases, briefings and issu- 
Uig of credentials for the meeting were 
solely conirolled by the Afghan News 
Agency. 

The agency terms itself an independ- 
ent and international news organiza- 
tion Afghans and Western analysis in- 
sist otherwise. 

The news service, Afghans have told 
Western diplomats, belongs to Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar s faction of the Islamic 
Panv the most conservative faction of 

the alliances based here, and is funded i 
by the Pakistam mtelllgence service. 
Mr. Hekmatyar has the powerful i 
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In a field of madia raanipulatnrs, Mr. 
; Hekmatyar has been (he most Mccesi 
fuL Western diplomau attrtbwa tflts to 
greater organization as mXk as intimi- 
dation tactics. He holds press confer- 
ences more frequamiy thaa the others 
and makes tapes and films of his inter- 
vtewa He baa also pubiWwd a list ofl 
iiagpii Western jounnlisu whol 
have^teeacridcat a( his^any — sayiag 
that they have "defamad the cause of 
Islam" and Ha has verbally threatened 
them. 

"Hekmatyar was the first to under- 
stand propaganda and is still the best 
organized in propaganda," said an 
American journalist who has been 
covering the war since 1979 and hasi 
himself threatened Mr. Hekmatyar. 
"Most jounuUlsu have no idea about 
the background of these organizations. 
The A.N.A. is an effective front for 
Hezb-l-lslami masquerading under the 
umbrella of an impartial alliance news 
organization. The fact that he gets 
away with it is incredible." 

For foreign journalists covering the 
war, there are other problems. When 
traveling with the guerrillas of 
particular faction, it is difficult to see 
the wider, many-faceted picture. 

"When you go in. you are sort of 
prisoner of the group you are with, " 

I said a Western diplomat "You see in- 
dividual party operations and what the 

' party wants you to see. because it is 
impossible to travel independently 
from party to pany. Few have the time 
or the willingness to take into account 
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the complexity of the miliury power 
structure. Of course the facu are going 
to come out distoned. ' ' 

An Afghan with close ties to one of 
the more conservative Islamic parties 
offered his interpretation of Western 
journalism. "You put the words funda- 
mentaltsu and moderates back to back 
in every sentence and ytxi have defined 
the mu]ahedeen." 

In Peshawar, a foggy border town I 
that serves as headquarters for the| 
seven guerrilla parties, every reporter i 
wants "go inside" — a term alluding to i 
the illegal trips into Afghanisun with 
the guernllas. 

Over the course of the war. the 
means of coverage have changed 
dramatically. Journalists used to se- 
cretly organize trips inside Afghani- 
stan through one of the Afghan political 
parties and then were smuggled in 
local gart> past Pakistani checkpomts 
across the border. 

But now, Amorican journalists in 
Uatted SUtes Army surphis. -jackets 
are a familiar sigM. and cross JwrOer 
trips are discusaad openly. New guer- 
rilla road networks even allow travel in 
style in fbur-wtwel drive vehiclea. 

The parties are unabashed In takhtg 
advantage of the publicity opportunity 
provided by the troops of journalists. 

"I don't see why we shoukin't use the 
media" said an Afghan from one of the 
conservative Islamic parties. "Don't 
they use us for their own purposes?" 

One panicularly popular offering by 
the parties is the qmck tour — usually 
two or three days — of party installa- 
tions in Afghanistan. One pany, the 
most active m tours that cross the bor- 
der, has a waiting list of 23 people, most 
of them television crews. 

'All they want is a couple of bombed- 
out villages, some destrucuoa some 
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Treasures Survive War So Far in Afghan Museum 



3y Masy WiiiiAAis Walsh 

KnbiiL .ifghnnislnn 
Ou: in :ront of the U.S. £mDass\-. '.vorK- 
men are looping another coii of razor wre 
atMve the nuetai gates. Across town, steel 
spikes fence off the futunsnc pavilions of 
tiie Soviet Caitunil Center. Over dinner, a 
dipioRiac lets it out that he is having a soe- 
c:al 'nron room " instaUed in the official 
residence. 

Expatnate Kabul is battenin? down for 
a mucii-bruited-about 3i? Push by the re- 
sistance when the Soviet troops leave this 
jnioby and depressinf warame capital for 
good sometime in the ne.xt few weeks. But 
over at the .Vaiional Museum, director An- 
^var .Mohammad Katawazi seems not to 
nouce. 

'This IS the city of Kabul." he says, as 
if that explained everythin?. "We haive no 
secunty problem here." 

.\lr. Katawaa is confident on behalf of 
himself, a staff of histonans who bolt for 
the government minibus each day at 3 
p.m.. and some of the greatest treasures 
the world has ever yielded up to the ar-. 
chaeoiogist s spade. Ten years of war re- 
portage may have tncked people into 
thinking "Jiat this country has never been 
anything but a boondocks of mountains 
ana mud huts and men in bandoliers and 
funny hats, but :n fact, .\fgnanistan lies on 
the favored route of ancient conquerors 
and overland traders, and cultures from 
Rome to China have mingled here. 

There is in ancient Greek city here, 
■vnich French archaeologists unearthed m ■ 
;363 alter years of poKin? around at 'Jie 
confluence of the KoKcna and Darya-yi- 
??.nj Rivers. Eisewnere. former 3rah- 
mans, tired of war and beguiled by ;he 
peace of Buddhism, migrated from India 
and tnrew up stone •pillars of .Moraii:>'." 
.\iid 50 years ago. a hard spnng ram 
wasned the topsoii off a trove of artifacts 
from a hither.o unKnown scnooi of art. 
Children made the discovery. 

How many of these diverse treasures 
have been lost to the fighting of the last 
decade will become clear only after the 
war ends and the countr/side is once again 
safe for travel. .Meanwhile, the pieces that 
were unearhed and brought to Kabul be- 
fore the current war have been waiting out 
ihe violence in simple vitnnes. set in dar- 
kened hails and watched by a gnziled old 
guard in a horse blanxet who is blind in 
one eye. 

He see.Tis as calm about the future as 
his DOSS. Mr. Katawazi. But non-.'Vfghan 
in experts nave not ac.iieved such saton. 
'".Ve re ••vomea "-o death aoout wnat .may 
haopen :o these things if ihe fig.iting 
■-comes to Xaoul," says Louis Duoree. in 
anthropologist and .\:?nan affairs sceciai- • 
ist at Duxe University wno imeanned 
.many of the treasures on past digs. 'Some 
;i '.."le great art ina irt.iaeoiogical trea- 
sures or the :Qth Ce.itu.".' are ;n 'Jier°. " 

.\i 1 Tonierep.ce :ast year on the pros- 
pects for ::osfA-ar Af^.ia.iistan. .Mr. Ounree 
reci;:ea i.iot.ier .Aig.iXT 'var. :n '.322. 'vnen 
tr.oai armies aereaiea anotner goverr.ment 
of :;u.msy. •■vou:d-be moaemizers-ina 
:.^.en .ooteo the capital. '.Vith -..lat :n mi.id. 
ne "iijgestea t.iat the ^overr.m.ent station 
Z'-2ris It the .'.'ationii .'.Iiiseam ind jive 
■Jie.m snoot-to-KiU orse.'-s. 

:.'ot necessar/. says .'.Ir. .Katawazi. ".Ve 
have two guaras outsiae. " 

But :!ven ne concsces that his museum 
;s not ummune from tr.e ^iziv rocket at- 
tacKS .Kaoui .las suifered in recent mont.hs. 
'Those rocxets aon t .lave eyes. ' .Mr. Ka- 
•a-A-azi says. 'They have ureiay hit 
scr.oois i.ia houses-not ;t;st army uses. 
.Mi.ny innocent peooie .nave diea. But lo 
.nt;: '.i.me. the rocKets naven t r.it tne 
rr.-:zi'ir..'' 

'-'."•.;; -ecent;y. Afirnan si:e':;i;;sis 
■"ir"-: :."i: 'ne .'■.iznin .■.'.aiioni: ■.I;_;e'.:.m 
"la i..'=iav neen ::un'jer»'i. 3icx -n .itjnl 
'.370. "^.e ^uviet ;nv.i:;;on -vas st;;! •eijnt 
mf.ni.ns lo-^n -ne roac. :ut Afgninistan il- 
-eicy v.as it .i-ar. A .e:;;;t ^o-e-n.— ent 
-.aa :if:en :owr :n i oiooav -"lo 'ne 're- 
"TiS year. :na r»vr,i; i-is .:r?2Ci:ng 
iCrncs "ne '^cuntr,*. ';ne ''ni^v ma even 



declared its maecenaence. The emoattled 
government comprtsmised frantically m at- 
te.mpts to placate the populace, ana sent 
army units to crush the vanous upns- 
mgs. 

r At this point, word leaked out to Paki- 
• Stan that central government soldiers had 
str.pped the museum bare, dumped its 
fragile ivones and Roman glass into rough 
crates, caned the boxes out into the yard 
and left them to stand in the rain for 
nearly a week. Then trucks hauled them 
away, the reports continued, and m subse- 
quent weeks, anyone who wajited to see the 
treasures was told the collecuon had been 
moved to a newly organized "House of the 
People. ■ Visitors 'wno proceeded to that 
address said they found the doors locked 
and no '•People' m sight. 

.After the Soviet Union invaded in De- 
cemoer. '.379. one repon from Pakistan 
had it that the empr:/ museum auilding had 
been destroyed by Soviet bomos and 
rockets. 

Well, it -.vasn't. Today, the same gray 
house still stanas in the shadow of the pa- 
Inllal Defense Ministry nir llie soiilli sidp of 
lowtt. Jii.st (Jown llie ro.id liniii the sptnwl- 
liig nillllnry liiise frimi wlirre A(gli:iiii- 
Stan's newly ncipiired Idiie rnngc missiles 
go roaring off to llie nionnniins. Diisly ce- 
dars shade the diwiway. Jnst pnsl a low 
picket fence. Inside, one croiiclilng guard 
glares halefiilly up finin a portable lienlcr 
planted on a corridor floor. The oilier 
peeks from behind a pillar. 

Mr. Diipree. the co-aiilhnr of the cur- 
rent ninsenni guide I197I). and no friend of 
the Kahul rcBiine, believes llie Afghan 
army "looters" really were jiisl locking np 
the artworks for safekeeping. 

When the Soviets consolidated their nr 
ciipailon of Kaind, ;iml ihe worst fighting 
moved to the conntrysidc. Ihe Ireasiiies 
were returned to the vltrines. Eniopean ar- 
chaeologists visiting Kabid In mz found 
everyihlng In lis pl.ire-the brllllanl fre- 
scoed renderings of paradise, the Chinese 
larniicrs, Ihe Cieco-Roman bronzes, ihc 
complex panels from ancient Ivory thrones 
and Jewel boxes. Here, as bcfcne, Is the 
headless statne of a Central Asian king, his 
billowing limestone pantaloons ornameiiled 
with leafy vines and pearls. Here are Ihe 
fragments of Ihe anrlriit pillars lhat 
delighted the airhaeologi.sls by roiiibining 
Corliilliian capitals wlih Pcisianslyle 
bases. Here Is the oldest sculpture ever 
found In Asia, radiotaiboii flaled back lo 
15,1100 BC, an wM, bean shaped piece of 
ilmestone with Ihe faintest traces of a 
pouting face. Jlere are the three river god- 
desses, Ihe largest ivory carvings of the 
ancient world. Iiiriicd lo the color of toast 
after l.fiOO years. They stand hrhind the 
ripples of old glass, wasp waisted and fnll- 
hipped, ihcir clinging Ivory veils as fragile 
as anll(|iie lace. 

Here Is Ihe yield from Ihe French dis- 
covery of Alexander s lost city: the carved 
Hons, the sundials, Ihe astonisliliig gold- 
and silver placpie showing an Asiatic 
niolher goddess dressed In Creclan robes 
iiiKl riding a cliailot drawn by mine Hons, 
Here are weapons from a lime ol (pialnlor, 
more personal warlaie: (llnllork Jezails in- 
laid Willi gold and mollier ol pearl, a sword 
Willi brass inlays and bone lull, a jeweled 
dagger lliat was |ilnnKe<l Into an inlcilop- 
Ing Kngllshman, a revolver with stones In 
Ihe handle and gold on llie trigger guard, 
and Ixiws, sabers, and sclmilars-all Ihc 
gear of a war soaked people. 

And here. In Creek script. Is Ihe stone 
liiscriplloH of maxims that slept ininotired 
by the river banks for 2,IX)« years, wise 
counsel for peaceful times: 

"As chihircn. learn goo<t manners: 
As young men. learn to control the pas 
sioiis: 

In mhldle age, be just; 
In old age, give goiKl advice; 
Then die, without regret." 



Paitunce is 

bitter^ but 

its fruit is 
smet. 



UN plans 
to set up 
moderate 
regime 

ISLAMABAD: The 
Cnited .Nations Is trying 
to prod ace a moderate 
Afghan Government ac- 
cepuble to botli sides fol- 
lowing the failure of 
talks between the resist- 
ance alliance and Soviet 
offldais, diplomats uid. 

The IJN plan envisages 
a Kovemment to include 
•good Moslems." 

The UN Is loolting for a 
more flexible solution 
Chan that proposed by 
Soviet First Deputy 
Foreign .Minister and 
.\mbassador to Kabul 
Yull Vorontsov, a source 
close to the UN nego- 
tiators said. 

Observers in Kabul 
said ,\fghan President 
NajibuUah. who last 
year made several mod- 
erates and non-ruling 
party members members 
of his cabinet, is con- 
sidering setting up a lib- 
eral, democratic and 
nationalist party to 
replace the PDPA. 

The new party would 
be free of Marxist or 
'ioclaXist dogma. 

The idea is supported 
by the United .Nation-s. 
which has advised Mr 
NajibuUah to replace the 
PDPA with a -third 
force" including '*i;ood 
Moslems" with social 
democratic convictions 
and acceptable to the 
-'-N'l forces. 
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Failing to learn the 
lesson of history 
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THE Soviet occupation of .Af- 
ghanistan is in its final days, 
closing a most unhappy chapter 
of military adventurism, the 
blame for which the current 
Kremlin leadership is happy to 
bestow on the late, uniamented 
Leonid Brezhnev. It suits the 
purposes of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to disengage from 
the deepraing debacle, not least 
because it saves much-needed 
money, but also because it re- 
moves one of the principal ob- 
stacles to his diplomatic eiTorts 
to establish better relations with 
the West and China. For nine 
years it has bled the Soviet 
Union of men and resources, 
and yet all its armed might has 
been unable to quell resis- 
tance to the puppet regime in 
KabuL 

As the last troops and tanks 
head home, all the signs are that 
the Afghan Government is in 
imminent danger of collapse, 
with the encircling forces of the 
mujahedeen guerillas ready to 
move in for the kill. More blood- 
shed, in a country which has 
seen so much in its brushes with 
the outside world, is inevitable, 
with the defeat of President 
Najibuilah's army only the first 
stage of a descent into chaos. 

Yesterday the omens for post- 
occupation peace looked even 
worse than before, with the 
break-up of a planned council 
meeting of various feuding rebel 
tactions m Pakistan that was in- 
tended to form a pro'visionai Is- 
lamic government 

Fundamentalist groups who 
denve their support fixim Shi'ite 
groups in Iran are in dispute 
with the majority Sunm Muslim 
groups baseid m Peshawar. The 
seeds of a civil war on ideologi- 
cal lines are already sown, unless 
the countnes that have supplied 
the rebels in their long struggle 
against the Soviet occupation 
can bnng further pressure to 
bear. 

Much will depend on how 
much continuing support Mr 
Gorbachev gives to the belea- 
guered Afghan Government. If 
Soviet arms conunue to prop it 
up. .Mr Gorbachev will be in 
grave danger of sacrificing the 
diplomatic dividends of the 
troop withdrawal. On the do- 
raesuc front, he has the opponu- 
nity to use the mistakes of his 
predecessors to discredit the 
conservative miiitary elements 
who still oppose his reform poli- 
cies and his conventional arms 
cuts. 

He also has to consider how 
he can manipulate the Soviet 
psyche to his advantage, in the 
wake of what is an inglorious 
though orderiy retreat In paitic- 
uiar, the meaning of an unsuc- 
cessfiil war will not be lost on a 



younger generation more pre- 
pared to question the wisdom of 
its leaders. With an officially ac- 
knowledged total of 13,000 
dead, the Soviet people now 
know only too well the human 
cost of supporting an unpopular 
communist regime. With an es- 
timated one million Afghans 
killed and more than three mil- 
lion in exile, the country that the 
Soviet forces were supposed to 
help has even more cause to 
count the toll. 

The appalling catalogue of ca- 
sualties is a lasting testimony to 
the failure of Soviet foreign 
policy, but the legacy of Soviet 
intervention may well continue 
to poison .Afghanistan and its 
neighbours for years to come. 
The war has created a mass of 
battle-hardened wamors who 
are unlikely to lay down their 
arms if and when the Afghan 
army is defeated - ail their his- 
tory suggests that is the most im- 
probable outcome. 

The bitter experience of the 
.Middle East in the last decade 
proves what a dangerous force 
Islamic fundamentalism can be 
when it is uncontrolled. Paki- 
stan, which has played host to 
the majonry of the mujahedeen 
leaders, is already paying a 
heavy pnce. and its people must 
be fearfiii that the fanaticism of 
the .Afghan rebels does not cre- 
ate another Lebanon on their 
doontep. 

Considerable efforts are being 
made to control the situation by 
the supponing powers on both 
sides of the contlict. with a meet- 
ing this week between Soviet 
foreign minister Eduard Shev- 
ardnadze and his Pakistani 
counterpart, but the intluence of 
the West IS diminished by the 
evacuation of their dipiomauc 
staff from Kabul. Their depar- 
lure \s not only a t'rank admis- 
sion of the parlous state of put>- 
lic order in the Afghan capital, 
but also a comment on the unre- 
liability of the mujahedeen 
forces that they have backed for 
so long. 

Unless the mujahedeen lead- 
ers can be persuaded, cajoled or 
compelled by their allies to i-e- 
sume the process of establishing 
some form of democratic gov- 
ernment structure, ready to re- 
place the present communist re- 
gimf. I'lere is every prospect 
that Afghanistan will remain a 
destabilising intluence on world 
affairs. 

The Bntish discovered when 
they first tned to extend the Rjj 
nearly 150 years ago that Af- 
ghanistan bnngs only trouble to 
those who meddle in us affairs. 
The Soviet Union has learned 
the same lesson the hard way, 
and the consequences of its mis- 
take may affect many other?. 
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A Shattered Afghanistan 
Finds Nothing to Celebrate 



By Debra Oankar 

We always knew the Soviets 
would leave, my Afghan 
friends and I, but we never 
thought it would be like this, with bloody 
anarchy stalking 2 million civilians in the 
winter-bound capital of Kabul. Somehow 
our naive idealism envisioned a joyous 
triumph, a liberation, a clear victory. We 
joked about being "on the first jeep into 
the liberated city of Kabul," a homecom- 
ing to a city I left days before the Soviet 
invasion. Noor Jehan. a fiery-tongued. 
widowed refugee, expressed the passion of 
millions when she cned. "If God wills, we 
will run toward Afghanistan, we will run 
barefoot as fast as we can. as soon as we 
hear that our homeland is free." 

In the darkest years of the war. few 
foreign analysts believed the Soviets 
would ever leave. There were grim 
predictions of Afghanistan becoming an- 
other Soviet republic, or the country 
being split. The Soviets had never re- 
treated once they invaded, pundits point- 
ed out, so we might as well accept 
Afghanisun as lost and control the dam- 
age. 

But there was a factor that simply 
would not fit into statistical calculations 
and political projections: the faith of the 
Afghan people. They truly believed they 
could repulse the Soviets, as the people of 
Afghanistan had sooner or later repulsed 
every invader in their history. Those who 
knew the Afghans well knew that they 
really would fight "till the last breath, till 
the last drop of blood," an oft-quoted 
phrase. No one ever "died" in the war; he 
or she "was martyred." and thus reserved 
a special place in Paradise. Yet Afghan 
faith was rarely fanatical. Most fighters 
wanted to live to fight another day, but 
bravely accepted the possibility of mar- 
tyrdom. 

Certainly the advent of Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev and glasrMst created a favora- 
ble climate for Soviet withdrawal, as the 
venture could be blamed on his predeces- 
sors. But it was the proud and lonely faith 
of the Afghan people that enabled them to 
go on fighting for nine years, like someone 
hoping to stay alive long enough to find a 
miracle drug. 

As the Soviets left, there were no jeeps 
rolling inumphantly into the besieged 
city of Kabul, no flowers for the mouja- 
hedeen freedom fighters, little enough 
celebration. .Many mourned, for the Sovi- 
ets had bombed civilians near the strate- 
gic Saiang Tunnel just before the pullout 
began. The moujahedeen. not party to the 
Geneva Accords, were still fighting, 
tightening the noose around an lU-sup- • 
plied city of frightened, cold, hungry 
civilians, many their supporters. 

Nor will there be a mass return of the 5 
million refugees in Pakistan and Iran. 
Moor Jehan will not lead her family back 
to her broken village, barefoot on the cold 
stones, for the Soviets have left 10 million 
to 30 million land mines as a legacy to the 
people of Afghanistan. 

Still, the Soviets really are leaving. 
Western news coverage in recent months 
has been less of heroic Afghan resistance 
fighters and more of anxious young Soviet 
boys in Kabul, waiting for their numbers 
to come up in either the death lottery or 
the home lottery. The parallels with 
Vietnam are chilling. 

A messy war is now turning into a 
messy civil war. Communisis and collabo- 
rators scramble for available visas, as 
MajibuUah's government stumbles with- 

Debra Denker, who is working on a novel 
based on her experiences m Afghanistan, 
has produced a documentary about Afghan 
refugees and written about them for the 
S'ationai Geographic magazine. 



out Its Soviet prop and Afghan soldiers, 
mostly reluctant conscripts, are caught in 
the middle. While Najibullah continues to 
insist that the People's Democratic Party 
is "a major power" in Afghanistan, mouja- 
hedeen representatives are equally insis- 
tent that there is no place for communists 
in a postwar government. 

The moujahedeen and their supporters 
are unlikely to be forgiving toward those 
whom they hold responsible for the 
deaths of a million Afghans. Unfortunate- 
ly, it may be hard to tell who was really a 
collaborator and who a "good Muslim." 
Many high parly officials will have the 
cash and connections to get out, while 
ordinary party members and young con- 
scripts will be left to face a violent and 
unforgiving populace. 

A period of anarchy may follow the fall 
of Najibullah's government, as there is no 
nationally accepted leader. The Pakistan- 
based moujahedeen leadership remains 
fractured, despite plans to elect a transi- 
tional government. A few battle-proved 
commanders are much admired, but none 
universally. Many educated Afghans, 
particularly women, fear that the extreme 
fundamentalist faction, supported by the 
United States all these years, could 
establish a government based on an 
intolerant brand of Islam. Without U.S. 
guns and money, however, they are not 
likely to maintain the loyalty of the 
majority of non -fanatical Afghans for 
long. Factions may battle one another, as 
they have with varying degrees of hostili- 
ty over the past nine years. The one hope 
is that, as the late poet Ustad Khalilullah 
Khalili said to me a few years ago. "People 
will soon tire of civil war. They have seen 
enough fighting and death." 

Another uncertainty is the fate of 
20,000 children who were taken forcibly 
from their parents for "education" in the 
Soviet Union. Will they be returned to 
their families, or are they the seeds of 
future communist cadres? And what of 
several hundred Soviet prisoners of 
war? Will the moujahedeen release them, 
and if so, will these soldiers dare return 
home? 

Strangely, in all these years of covering 
the war and the refugees, no one I knew 
well had been killed. On my last visit to 
Pakistan, in December, I apprehensively 
asked about the moujahedeen who had 
escorted me on my two trips into the war 
zone, patient with my plodding pace, 
understanding of my fears. I sighed with 
relief when told they were all fine and still 
fighting. Then one night someone came 
and said, ' I ha ve bad news about Azim. He 
was martyred a few months ago." 

Azim Zarbakhsh. our wonderful flute - 
playing friend, our ecstatic Sufi with the 
long hair and the Rasputin beard. He 
would spout Pashtu and Farsi poetry on 
the spot, then launch into Afghan folk 
songs on his homemade wooden flute. He 
played in the houses of the wealthy and 
the rooms of the poor, preferring kebabs 
and tea to the fancy buffet dinners where 
he was embarrassed because he didn't 
know how to use a knife and fork^ He was 
a wandering minstrel, a free spirit, a 
freedom fighter who died in the last 
months of the war. 

For the Afghans, this has been a 
righteous war, one they had no choice but 
to fight. Afghanistan has not known such 
destruction since the time of Genghis 
Khan. Observers estimate that 50% of the 
villages are in ruins and that roads, wells 
and irngation systems are destroyed or 
fallen into disrepair. Mow that the war is 
'over," now that the Afghans are no 
longer fighting the Soviets, but among 
themselves, the United States must sup- 
port this nation of survivors in its efforts 
to rebuild. Ironically, the Soviet Union has 
pledged the largest amount so far toward 
reconstruction. Q 



Afghan Women 
Fear for Rights 
in the Future 



ByMARKFINEMAN. 
Times Staff Writer 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan-For 
nine years. Tajwar Kakar has been 
fighting Afghanistan's "holy war " 
in her own way, 

Kakar. a 40-year-old school- 
teacher, was impnsoned and tor- 
tured for more than a year in 
Kabul, the Afghan capital, for op- 
posing the Soviet invasion in 1979. 
Five years ago. she fled with her 
husband and seven children and 
started schools for Afghan refugee 
girls in this Pakistani border town. 

She leaches them that, even in 
Islam, women have rights— all the 
more so because of the role Afghan 
women have played in the guerrilla 
war against the Soviets. 

Last week, as the rebels were on 
the verge of victory after forcing 
the withdrawal of Soviet troops, 
Kakar got her reward— a death 
threat. 

It came from one of the funda- 
mentalist parlies in the moujahed- 
een rebel alliance, and it was one of 
half a dozen letters she has re- 
ceived warning her to stop teach- 
ing the refugee girls that Islam 
does not require them to wear the 
burkha. the customary head-to- 
foot dress. 

"This is the last warning we are 
going to give you. ' the letter said. 
"If you do not accept this custom, 
we are going to kill you." 

The incident not only under- 
scores the deep ideological divi- 
sions among the rebels, it also 
points up the dilemma facing the 
millions of Afghan refugee women 
who have been changed by the war 
and face the prospect of going 
home to a country where the 
change will not be welcome. In- 
deed, the fundamentalist Islamic 
regime that is expected to take over 
in Afghanistan will offer women 
less freedom than the one that 
drove them out. 

"We women have fought hard 
for the freedom of our people ana 
our nation," Kakar said angrily, 
folding the warning letter. "We 
forced her eyelids open in bright 
light for days at a time," Kakar 
said. "She needs many eye opera- 
tions, Bui the Irebel political! par- 



lies will not let her into their 
hospitals here. None of these par- 
ties will help her. and it is only 
because she IS a woman. " 

Aid workers from the Uniied 
Nations and independent foreign 
agenaes working with the refu- 
gees confirmed that women are 
largely ignored by the rebel alli- 
ance. They have been given less 
freedom in the refugee camps here 
than they had in their villages, and 
they receive much less food and 
care than the men. 

One aid worker said that more 
than 100,000 of the refugees are 
war widows and that the women's 
sacrifices in the war have been 
greater than the men's. , 

"They have lost husbands, chil- 
dren, entire families," the aid 
worker said. "And still, when they 
arrive here, they say their role in 
this war is to have more children, 
more sons, more holy warriors to 
csu-ry on this crusade. 

"But after many years in the 
camps, these women have changed. 
It's true that some of the parties 
have ignored them, but through 
the international agencies working 
here, they have been exposed to 
education, many of them for the 
first time. They have been told 
they have rights, and for them to 
go back to a fundamentalist society 
now just will not work. " 

Kakar makes the same argu- 
ment. 

"What we have been leaching 
these women is that the holy war is 
like a bird," she said, "A bird when 
it flies needs two wings, A holy war 
also needs two wings. One is the 
man, one is the woman. And a bird, 
like this holy war, cannot fly very 
well with only one wing. " 

Such ideas, and the fact that 
Kakar does not hesiute to make 
them public, are clearly dangerous. 

Other refugee leaders and intel- 
lectuals have also been threatened. 
One of the most outspoken was 
killed in Peshawar a year ago. 

But when a reporter volunteered 
to withhold Kakar's name to pro- 
tect her, she would have none of it. 

"No. I am not afraid of these 
things." she said, half -smiling. "I 
am a good Muslim, and my faith 
teaches me that the only one who 
can save us is God. The only one 
who can kill us is God. 

"When 1 was in prison, the 
Russians always said. 'We will kill 
you if you do not cooperate.' I said 
to them then. Only God can kill 
me.' and I say the same to these 
people now. Only God can take 
awav mv life." 
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Toiigh Times 

FLABUL 

These are difficult times for tne 
few Soviets wno wiii remain here 
wnen trie last Ilyushin-76 takes off 
• from Kabul airport and Moscow's 
troop withdrawal is complete. 

No one is saying how many will 
stay behind to assist the besieged 
Soviet-backed government m 
Kabul, but the best guess is be- 
tween 100 and 150, including se- 
cunty men. who will all live behind 
the double walls of a sprawling com- 
pound in the southwestern section 
of the city. 

Nearby houses, which were home 
to dozens of U.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development families be- 
fore the buildings were occupied by 
Soviets when Kabul's Russian dec- 
ade began in 1979. will sit empty, 
waiting for the next occupants to 
try their hand at shaping a country 
that doesn't like foreigners telling it 
what to do. 

"We will be taking special precau- 
tions." said one Soviet, who is stay- 
ing behind as Moscow ends its un- 
successful nine-year battle to defeat 
the U.S. -backed .Afghan rebels. 

One such precaution will be keep- 
ing everybody behind the walls of 
the compound. The bureau of the 
Soviet news agency Tass, fearing a 
cut m transmission lines, obtained a 
radio truck from a departing Air 
Force unit so it can send dispatches 
from the compound to the Soviet 
city of Tashkent. 

Just how much protection the 
embassy walls will offer remains 
unclear, however. As one observer 
said: "They have a moat and double 
walls, but what's going to keep 
things from coming over the top?" 

The same skepticism applies to 
the much-discussed embassy "air- 
strip, i ongues oeean wagging 
when chain saws and bulldozers 
startea to work a few weeKs ago on 
trees iinine the wiae road that goes 
past tne embassv. 

It became ciear tnat thev were 
buiidine an emergency airstrip. The 
widtn ot tne road was carefully 
pacea on and it was determined 
tnat tne workhorse .Antonov-SG; a 
twin-prop aircrait. couid just make 
takeoffs and landings on the strip. 

It was a view that was not dis- 
couraged by some western embas- 
sies Defore they were closed amid 
Kabul s deteriorating security sit- 
uation. One diplomat noted in a mo- 
ment 01 candor, however, that the 
airstrip might not turn out exactly 
as planned. 

"Have you ever seen Afghan 
road-building techniques.' That 
plane would come to a stop, sink 
three incnes into the roadbed and 
never move anotner inch," he said 
witn a smile. 

Then he added: ".Maybe it's for 
heiicoDters. They've got extra-long- 
range ituell tanks on tne bigger ones 
now. Probably could make it to the 
boraer without too much trouble." 

It was only a few weeKs ago that 
a boviet acquaintance said with de- 
termination in his voice: "We may 
be leaving nere. but it won't be like 
vou .Americans — on the skids of 
helicopters." He was referring to 
the irenzied 1975 U.S. evacuation 
of the 'Vietnamese citv then known 
as Saigon as communist troops 
roiled in. .Americans were evacu- 
ated off rooftop buildings as desper- 
ate south 'Vietnamese clung to the 
helicopters' skids. 



Kabul Waits 
For Trouble 

Guns, Clans Replace 
Soviets as Protectors 



By Richard M. Weintraub 

WA^tiifllton Post fnrfivi SetiKt 

KABUL. Afghanistan, Feb. 1— 
The two young Afghan soldiers 
leaned against the car, looking 
wanly at a superior officer who 
had just wandered away. Helicop- 
ters passed overhead noisily, on 
their way to a firefight a few mUes 
up the road. 

'Things are difficult," said one, 
in answer to a question. 

"What is difficult.' Food.'" he was 
asked. 

'No. the mujaheddin." he said, 
looking off toward the snow-cov- 
ered mountains only a few hun- 
dred yards away where antigov- 
ernment resistance fighters may 
well be poised to lay siege to this 
capital. 

"And what will happen when the 
Russians leave.*" 

'The mujaheddin," the soldier 
answered without a pause. 

Everywhere m this besieged 
capital there Is a common answer 
to questions about conditions in 
this 10th and perhaps final winter 
of Afghanistan's bitter war: 

"Things are difficult." 

But the answer means different 
things to different people. To 
some, it is the difficulty in finding 
cheap food or cooking fuel or gas- 
oline for a car. To others, it is the 
uncertainty of what will happen if 
the government of President Na- 
jibullah falls or mujaheddin forces 
pour into the city. To all. it is a 
basic unease over the fact that 
Soviet troops ire leaving Afghan- 
istan — and w ^em the shield 
fhat has kept -, capital of 2.2 
million people all but immune from 
the devastation that has wracked 
the Afghan countryside. 

In this time of uncertainty, the 
Afghans of Kabul are tailing back 
on what they know best. For the 
Soviet-installed ruling Peoples 




^ssoCMfco mess 

AfgluM neking a sa/e havea ride pncariiiaily oa a jamaad vaa ia KabaL 

much to determine the future of There is little to suggest a city at 
Afghanistan. Unless the diplomau war except the sight of uniformed 
and political mampulators manage a men everywhere, 
last-mmute repneve, the Najibullah A Une of people at a store window 
government and the forces of the tells a different story however as 
mujaheddin will face each other does the Ime of several hundred 
head-to-head around Kabul in a few vehicles snaking up to the city's 
days when the last Soviet troops mam gas station. They speak of 
leave for home In between wiU be wartime shortages— the first af- 
the pe^ki of Kabul, and it is they fecting the people who do not have 
who wiU bear the brunt and perhaps the money to buy in the well- 
determine the outcome of the stocked shops, the second a basic 

bet of life in the Afghan capital, 
s Sometimes the tensions boil over 

D„ff„^ u„ u 1, . r into pushing and shoving matches, or 

Buffered by a blanket of snow on worse. Soviet soldiers at first distnb- 
the mountains that ring the city, uted emergency food supplies m the 
Kabul, on the surface, is deceptively cty s poor districts, but now they do 
calm. The sounds of artillery m the ,i at factories or other institutions to 
countryside beyond the first ring of avoid angry scenes. At the mairt gas 
mountains are little more than muf- station vesterday, security guards 
fled thuds as the snow stops the opened fire when conditions got out 
echoes that usually roll around this of hand, kilUng at least two persons, 
mile-hign valley. The streets, usu- 



.. according to an official source. 

Democratic Party, it is a time for Diesel- -five months ago. a 115-pound 

vigilance and the power of the gun. oe'chmg trucks, are more like bag of wheat cast 2.300 afghanis 
For the poor, for the merchant, for smaU-town thoroughfares. At night- The average salary is only 3 000 af- 
the man or woman caught m be- ''8*>ts of a moving car are ghanis. Today, it is tj.SOo' atghanis 

rween. it is time for the clan. ^ the city huddles against the for the same bag.' said an aid official 

The stronger of these two will do ^^^'J""'"' °' But Kabul is the ultimate bazaar 

' society and there is food in the mar- 

kets. Oranges from Pakistan are 
available, as are pomegranates from 

war-torn Kandahar Province, For 

the well-off. Russian brandy and 
champagne are plentiful, as is 
Laughing Cow cheese, dumped by 
departing Soviet soldiers or from 
western embassy or aid stocks that 
somehow slip onto the market. 

"We have had worse moments," 
said a Kabul resident. "Most do 
have flour, rice and sugar at home, 
or the extended family helps out as 
best It can." 

Still, the struggle to get enou(?h to 
eat and keep stocks up is a difficult 
one. Ministries reportedly are oper- 
.uinR at about half strenttth as people 
are out on food lines rather than at 
their desks. Those m the oifices 
seem to gather around one desk to 
discuss the latest events, rather than 
doing their jobs, said a diplomat with 
close contacts at key ministries. 
Had the Soviets not staged a ma- 



So far, the Soviets, in their with- 
drawal from Afghanistan, have es- 
caped the fate of the Americans in 
Saigon. But all of the Soviets are 
not yet out. 

Helicopter skias are not tne on, 
images oi .Americas Vietnam e - 
perience that are concerning tr, 
Soviets tnese dav^. 

■We were iike the Americans i,. 
\'ietnani. We thougnt tnis regim; 
haa everytning — the guns, tne or 
ganization. the training. How couic 
tney lose against a bunch of disorj 
ganized euerrillasr" one Soviet saic; 
quietly. 

"It was a lot of wishful thinkinp 
ne coniinueci. "Throuenout the war 
tne KGB was aiwavs reporting n 
true picture bac.H to .Moscow. TIk- 
■Army, tor whatever reason, wa.- 
always painting tninijs twice a- 
biack as they were. .And the diplo- 
m.ats — for them, everything wa- 
rosy. 

"Evervbodv sees what he want- 
to see," 

.Meanwhile, tne remaining Sovi- 
ets watch with a sense of melan- 



choly as ail that they built in Kabul 
over the past nine years is aban- 
doned, and in some cases de- 
stroyed. 

One Russian spoke sadly of the 
fate of the dogs that had been pets 
to troops on the dusty, windswept 
bases around the Kabul airport. The 
dogs, he said, carried names like 
"Going Home" and "Time for a 
Change." Like the folk songs and 
poetry that constantly blared from 
base loudspeakers, they evoked the 
common soldier's sadness at being 
away from home and loved ones. 

Now the soldiers have gotten 
their wish and the loudspeakers are 
silent, but so are the dogs. As soon 
as the Soviet troops lett. Afghans 
came in and shot them, the Russian 
said with a tinge of sadness. 

"I guess they didn't want them 
roaming around." he said. 

— Richard .M. Weintraub 

The Iashim'.ton Post 
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jor resuppiv effort bv land ,ind .iir, 
there could have been a crisis, jc- 
coraing to one source, wno said 
regular wheat stocks tor tne city 
now are sufficient tor one weeK. 



The merchant huddled by a tiny 
kerosene stove in the darkened 
back of his small shop, trving to 
ward off the winter chill that has 
seized the city. 

"No customers, almost no cus- 
tomers for a month, " he lamented, 
looking at the collection of tribal 
jewelry, old swords, samovars and 
bric-a-brac that lined the walls and 
covered the dusty floors. 

"My brother sends the monev so 
the family can eat. 1 am the older 
one. so I stay here. He is in Pesha- 
war." in Pakistan, the merchant said. 

It IS this closeness of family that 
some longtime observers have said 
will spare Kabul the bloodbath that 
many are predicting, and is the rea- 
son that for all the uncertaintv in the 
capital, there is little visible panic. 

"They rely a lot in the :lan to 

which they belong," said one ob- 
server. "This IS a clan society. Oth- 
er loyakies don't mean as much. 
Ideology never penetrated deeply 
here. One brother will be with the 
mujaheddin and one in the Army. 
They will not kill each other." 

For all the suppressed hopes, 
however, signs that war may be 
coming to Kabul are everywhere. 

Deep in an old bazaar, a poster 
appears on a wall overmght. A large 
hand is reaching over a mountain 
shaped like one on the edge of the 
city. It is labeled "Mujaheddm." The 
hand is holding a beleaguered Na- 
jibullah by the legs and pulling him 
toward the mountain. Najibullah is 
holding desperately to a chair la- 
beled ""Russians. " That the chair is 
about to be pulled from Najibullah's 
grasp IS lost on no one. 

At a hospital in the aty where 
moat of the staff are party mem- 
bers, there was a noticeable change 
in attitude a few weeks ago when it 
became clear ttiat a day of reckon- 
ing was coming. "Suddenly people 
started apologizing. We had to live. 
What could we do?" they began to 
say. " according to a Kabul resident. 

For the hardened party faithful 
and the big names of the capital, 
there is little room for maneuver. 
For the little man who iomed the rul- 
ing party, whether out of conviction 
or to hoki a job. it is a time of anx- 
iety, a time of testmg of the clan. 

A top-ranking party leader re- 
portedly told a recent visitor that 
faithful party workers are being 
heavily armed — and there is evi- 
dence in the streets of Kabul, esp- 
cially at night, that this is the case. 

The few cars that venture out at 
night encounter groups of uni- 
formed young men at key intersec- 
tions, all of them well-armed and 
often menacing. 

"A doctor connected to an aid 
organization was stopped at a road- 
block the other night by about 15 of 
these guys, " one international ,ii<i 
official said. "He told them he was .i 
doctor but it was a tense situation 
tor a while, " 

The official said he himself had 
been stopped at a street corner in 
broad daylight and a number of the 
young men had tried to get into the 
car to question him. 

Roadblocks are not new to the 
Afghan capital, especially at night, 
but the -tense confrontations are 
new and a sign of the times. 

'".A lot of people have gone, espe- 
cially families," said one Kabul res- 
ident searching tor signs of which 
way events are moving. 

Others said, however, that it is 
too early to tell — that in three 
months, or six months, the outline 
of the future will be clearer. 

For now. it is a matter of watch- 
ing and waiting. 

The y»5HWCTniii fosT 
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- Sob AnfleUa SimeB ' 

Pakistan Facing New Flood of Refugees From Afghanistan 

By MARK FINEMAN. Times Staff Writer 



ISLAMABAD. Pakistan— Tens 
of thousands of Afghan • refugees 
are continuing to flee their country 
despite Wednesday's final Soviet 
troop withdrawal, and Pakistan is 
: bracing for yet another human 
wave from its western neighbor in 
'the near future, senior Pakistani 
■government officials said Thurs- 
.day. 

; What is worse, Pakistan's chief 
commissioner for Afghan refugees 
.said, few if any of the 3.2 million 
lAfghans who have beea living in 
■the squalid mud huts of the refugee 
'Camps here for the past nine years 
I are likely to go home until Afghan 
; President Najibullah's regime falls. 
I Many experts here beUeve that 
•could take months. 
; "We simply do not expect them 
tn start moving out tomorrow 
morning," declared refugee com- 
inissioner Rustam Shah Mohmand. 
^Jhere is the fear of conflict, the 
ipai of bombardment, the fear of 
shelling, the fear of prosecution, 
the fear of hostilities. And as long 
as there are those fean and the 
fears of famine and starvation, no 
refugee will leave Pakistan." 

Won't Be F«Tce<i to G« 

Speaking at a Thursday press 
conference to mark the completion 
of the Soviet troop withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, Mohammad 
Hanif Khan. Pakistan's Cabinet 
minister in charge of refugee af- 
fairs, stressed that Pakistan will 
not force any refugees' to go (ur to 



stay. But he stressed that any 
hopes that the Soviet withdrawal 
would signal a large-scale return of 
refugees to their homeland are 
unfounded. 

In fact, commissioner Shah Moh- 
mand said, recent fighting near the 
eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad 
has forced more than 30.000 new 
refugees to cross the border in the 
past three months. An expected 
rebel rocket offensive on that city 
is likely to bring tens of thousands 
more, he s^ 

Far the millions of refugees who 
have been here for nearly a decade, 
peace and security are the principal 
issues in conaktering r^triation. 
he said. 

The basic reason that compelled 
the refugees to leave Afghanistan 
was security," he said. "As long as 
there is no security, they will not 
go back." 

Shah Mohmand conceded that 
not enough has been done to repair 
the damage inside Afghanistan to 
meet the refugees' other basic 
requirements. 

"The refugees will not go back 
unless they see some infrastruc- 
ture, imless they see they aren't 
going to starve, and unless they 
have houses to live in," he said. 

Independent aid officials who 
have been working with the Af- 
ghan rebels and refugees for years 
agreed. 

"They're brave and strong and 
courageous all right, but they can't 
eat dirt," said Steve Segal, director 



of the International Relief Commit- 
tee, which has been working with 
the Afghan refugees for nearly a 
decade. "If there is nothing done 
about infrastructure, we don't 
think they 're going to go back. " 

Shah Mohmand and other refu- 
gee officials say that now that the 
Soviet troops have left Afghani- 
stan, the fate of the world's largest 
refugee population remains the 



They're brave and 
strong and courageous 
all right, but they can't 
eat dirt' 

— 8t«v« 8«9al 

International Relief Committee 



biggest international problem of 
the Afghan war. 

Billions of dollars already have 
been spent by the United States, 
Pakistan and Western European 
nations in supporting the Afghan 
rebels in their war against the 
regular Afghan army and their 
Soviet supporters. Now that the 
Soviets are no longer a factor, 
refugee experts say they worry 
that much of that international 
financial support, both for the 
fighting guerrillas and the refu- 
gees—groups that often overlap- 
may begin to dry up. 

"Our calculations originally were 



that by April or May we would see 
large numbers of refugees start to 
return." said one official of the 
United Nations, which has been 
charged with overseeing the Af- 
ghans' repatriation. "But ... if 
conditions are not stable and if 
fighting continues, you will see 
more refugees coming out." 

The U.N. official conceded that 
the overwhelming majority of the 
refugees fled during 1980 and 1981 
as a direct result of the Soviet's 
1979 invasion. 

"It had to do with the escalation 
in fighting and the use of new 
weapons systems and air force, 
which macie everybody vulnera- 
ble," he said. 

But he and Shah Mohmand said 
the massive destruction that has 
been done to Afghanistan during 
the past nine years— 3.000 villages 
totally destroyed and 5.000 others 
badly damaged, Mohmand said— 
has made the refugees return im- 
possible. 

The United Nations already has 
begun limited reconstruction proj- 
ects inside Afghanistan in border 
regions where the fighting has 
stopped, principally the rebuilding 
of irrigation canals and houses. 

But it remains unclear whether 
enough can be done to persuade the 
refugees to go home before Paki- 
stani public opinion begins to turn 
against the people who have been 
harbored and fed as Islamic broth- 
ers for nearly a decade. 

"Any government that is faced 
t. 



with a refugee population the size 
of this one is anxious lo see an enc 
to the conflict that caused theso 
people to flee," the U.N. official 
said. 

An independent aid worker who 
has spent several years in border 
refugee camps agreed that recon- 
strucuon is the pnncipal refugee 
concern, but he, too, added that 
"the other big issue is what will the 
Pakistani government do. Wil! 
they begin to cut off ration cards to 
send signals to the refugees?" 

Already, Shah Mohmand said, 
the 30,000 new refugees have been 
denied the registration that would 
get them ration cards and access to 
U.N.-provided food. He said they 
are surviving by staying with rela- 
tives in the camps or selling off 
their few possessions. 

He stressed that life in the 
camps, although free of epidemics 
and other critical problems often 
associated with refugee life, is not 
such that the Afghans would want 
to suy any longer than they must. 

"The refugees' life in Pakisun is 
absolutely substandard." he said. 
"It is miserable. All they are get- 
ting is wheat and edible oil. The 
absolute majority of them are living 
in wretched conditions. There is no 
electricity. Fifty percent are living 
without clean drinking water. 

"We are convinced that each and 
every refugee will repatriate- 
some will go sooner, some will go 
later." 



With Soviets Gone, U.S. Should Demand 
a Referendum for Self-Determination 



By ASHRAFGHANI 

The Soviets have left Afghanistan, mak- 
ing the collapse of the besieged puppet 
regime in Kabul just a matter of time. 
President Bush has a unique opportunity to 
define a positive agenda for the future of 
that country, yet for now he has chosen to 
merely affirm that the United States will 
continue to supply the Afghan resistance 
with military assistance. 

Rather than additional means of destruc- 
iion. the Afghan people are most in need of 
constructive measures. The Bush Adminis- 
tration could insist that the Afghan people 
be given the right to self-determination 
and take the initiative by channeling future 
economic assistance only to a govern- 
ment so freely chos<fn. By doing so, it could 
help thwart blaunt Pakisuni and Iranian 
attempts at determining the future of 
Afghanistan and at fanning the flames of 
civil war. 

The Afghan people have no desire that 
the United States micromanage their poli- 
tics. Rather, they wish that the United 
States would stop colluding with the 
Pakistani generals in choosing the cast of 
political actors and wnting the script for 
the future of their country. 

Over the years Washington has been 
entrusting Pakistani military intelligence 
with the distribution of more than $2 billion 
m military and financial aid and with the 
allocation of Stinger missiles to the Afghan 
resistance 

As long as the Soviet army was occupy- 
ing their country. Afghan refugees had no 
choice but to accept the price exacted by 
Pakistan. Pakistani generals not only in- 
sisted on Dicking seven individuals ac- 
ceptable to them to act as leaders of the 
resistance based in Pakistan; they also 
consiaered u tneir onvuege lo decide how 
ana wnen '.o tavor anv of these groups. 
Local leaaers insiae Afenanisian, in need 
'jI arms ana money, naa no cnoice but lo 
■Jeciare aifiiiaiion wun one oi mese parties. 



The departure of the Soviet forces 
however, frees the resistance inside Af- 
ghanisun from this dependence. Should 
a legitimate interim government emerge, 
one reflecting the aspirations of the Afghan 
people and committed to the reconstruction 
of the country, the commanders are hkely 
to support its authority. 

But the situation as it stands now finds 
Islamabad frantically trying to give its 
seven-party alliance the mantle of legiti- 
macy by convening a consultative council, 
or shoora. Simultaneously, Tehran is add- 
ing a sectarian dimension to the already 
intricate balancing act by demanding a 
significant role for eight Shiite parties 
that are based in Iran. Reports filtering out 
from inside Afghanisun also tell of Paki- 
suni generals who have been urging re- 
sistance commanders to atuck the cities, 
regardless of the bloodbath and the chaos 
that are sure to ensue. Only the restraint 
shown by commanders of the resistance 
has thus far prevented the execution of 
these plans. 

In the absence of an interim government 
truly representative of the Afghan people, 
there is no incentive for the peaceful 
surrender of Kabul and other cities still m 
the hands of the Soviet-backed regime 
Nearly 3 million civilians, locked in be- 
sieged Kabul and already on the brink of 
starvation, are sure to suffer tremendous 
losses should the encircling resistance 
groups attack the capital. 

Surely the slaughtering of civilians of 
Kabul IS not what the Bush Administra- 
tion wants Its "kinder, gentler America" 
to contribute to. 

There s still time for Bush lo act de- 
cisively :■' delaying any shipment of arms 
and cleanv supporting a political solution. 
The President can call for a referendum 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
— a logical choice following the Geneva 
accords of last Annl that made the wiih- 
arawal of the Soviet forces possible. The 
roiercnaum would be held simultaneously 



in Pakistan, Iran and the parts of Afghani- 
stan that are free of the Soviet-backed 
regime. 

Such a referendum would ascertain the 
relative weight of each of the 15 pro- 
Pakistani or pro -Iranian parties, as well as 
that of independent groups or leaders. It 
would allow the emergence of a responsible 
and accountable leadership that the Af- 
ghan people could call their own. 

After all. let us not forget that, aside 
from the nine years of Soviet occupation 
Afghanistan can boast of nearly 300 vears 



of recorded history of self-rule. And. as 
one resistance commander has been quoted 
by Western correspondents, there can be 
no compromise on "liberty, dignity and 
honor." If Washington ceases to view 
Afghans as mercenaries in its anti- Soviet 
crusade, it might be able to understand 
their longings for independence, peace and 
prosperity. 

Ashraf Ghani. formerly a lecturer at Kabul 
University, is an assistant vrofessor ol 

anthrovoiogy at Johns Hovkins Universuv. 

LAT 2/15 



Soviets send 360 BM-27 
missiles for regime 

1 




* Scud in launch posnwn 



A convoy carrying 360 BM-27 rockets sent to the regime on 
Jamiary second to strengthen the position of the regime crossed the 
Soviet- Afghan ixwdcr. • , v " 

RecendySovietshave given BM-27 rockets to the regime and 
the speaal Guard Units of the regime have started to use them 
agaonsi the Mujahideen. 

s^sttm, codenamed Organ, was deployed in the recent at- 
tacks in Panjshir and Salang. 

pe rocket which has a range of 40 Kilometers delivers a war- 
head of 360 Kilograms of explosives. 

The system has 16 barrels and is mounted on a truck. 

Scud and BM-27 rockets are used against area targets. Thfise 
weapons pose a serious treat to the villages and towns controll«l| 
bytheMujahideeit 
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Soviet cruelties 
cited at exit's end 



The Chicago Tribune 

MOSCOW _ The last Soviet 
soldiers had barely crossed the border 
for home yesterday when the nation 
began heanng about the hoiror, the 
grief and even the atrocities of its 
nine-year involvement in Afghani- 
stan. 

The reports, carried in vanous 
Soviet newspapers, appeared just as 
the final troor>s arrived in the border 
city of Termez ofTicially ending the 
Soviets' role in the Afghan dvil war. 

"The day millions of Soviet peo- 
ple have waited for has come.' said 
Ll Gen. Boris Gromov, commander 
of the Soviet forces in Afghanistan 
during a ceremony held just inside 
the Soviet Union. 

"In spite of our sacrifices and 
losses we have fulfilled our interna- 
tionalist duty totally." 

But the Afghan war also had 
another side. 

For the first time since the 1979 
invasion, the Soviet Union spoke 
publicly of atrocities committed by 
Soviet soldiers in Afghanisun. 

The respected weekly Literatur- 
naya Gazeta, controlled like all other 
publications here, reported that So- 
viet soldiers had apparently executed 
a group of innocent Afghan civilians 
on orders from a superior officer. 

The newspaper did not say exac- 
tly where or when the evenu took 
place, but from details included in 
the report it appeared to have hap- 
pened in 1985 somewhere near the 
Afghan border with another country. 

According to the story by Gen- 
nady Bocharov. one of the country's 
more seasoned war reponers. a group 
of Soviet soldiers with orders to inter- 
cept weapons being smuggled to Afg- 
han guemllas shouted at a car to stop 
as It approached a border checkpoint. 

"The soldiers ordered the driver 
to stop. " Bocharov wrote, "but he 
just accelerated. It can't be ruled out 
that it just seemed that way to the 
soldiers." 



The story said that the Soviets 
fired warning shots into the air. and 
when the car didn't stop, they fired at 
the automobile. The newspaper said 
that when the car eventually stopped 
and the soldiers searched it, they 
found no weapons. 

a«i •tery discovered a dead 
woman, a wounded man and a 
wounded teen-ager who had been hit 
in the hail of bullets. Four other 
passengers including an old woman 
an two children escaped unhurt 

At that point the commanding 
officer of the patrol said he would 
radio his superiors and call for a 
helicopter to come and uke the civil- 
ians away. 

When he contacted his superior, 
identified only as Rudykh, the officer 
said that he had no interest in prison- 
ers. 

"I don't need them," the newspa- 
per quoted Rudykh as saying. As if 
for emphasis, or as if seeking support, 
the newspaper said, Rudykh repeated 
himself. "I don't need them." 

He ordered the men to take care 
of the situation "quietly" and to 
dispose of all of the "traces." The 
article did not say specifically what 
happened to the civilians, but it im- 
plied that they had been executed. 

The newspaper said that a trial 
was held in the Soviet city of Tash- 
kent and that Rudykh and a soldier 
who aaually earned out his orders, 
identified only as Private Shmakov, 
were sentenced to five and six years 
respectively. 

Rudykh was set free a few months 
later as pan of an amnesty marking 
the 40th anniversary of the end of 
World War II. 

This and other repons in Litera- 
tumaya Gazeta yesterday as well as 
letters published by other newspapers 
appeared to be the latest step in a 
government effort to portray the Afg- 
han involvement as a tragic mistake. 

■\sbury Park Press 
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* Last ^Soviet Soldier to Leave 
Afghanistan Reprises His Role 

From Reuters 

TERMEZ, Soviet Union— The "last" Soviet soldier to leave 
AfghanisUn was actually out of the country by Feb. 14 but went 
back in just to make his dramatic walk across the bridge. 

'Actually, I slept here last night," Lt. Gen. Boris Gromov, 
commander of Soviet forces in Afghanistan, told a reporter 
Wednesday at his Termez hotel. "I went back over the other side 
this morning for the final puilout." 

Gromov also found that the room he had occupied Tuesday night 
at the Torkhan hotel had gone to someone else. 

"You can't do this to me." he told the receptionist with a grin. 
"I've just become the last Soviet soldier out of Afghanistan." 

The history of the moment, the end of the nine- year 
intervention that left 15.000 Soviet dead and kept East- West 
relations in cold storage, seemed lost on the woman. 

But the 45-year-old general, who for the last two years had 
commanded the 115,000-slrong Soviet force in Afghanistan, won 
the day. 

"Of course we can find another room— for you." she said, a slight 
blush spreading across her face. 

Eoa AnQclea gimeg 
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Soviet envoy offers 
authonomy for 
Hazarajat 



February 17. 1989 



THE spokesman of he eight-party 
Alliance based in Iran said Uiai hii 
Coalition has rejected the Soviets pro- 
posal to give autonomy to the 
Hazaiajai area in return for panic ipauoa 
in a coaliuon government with the 
Kabul regime. 

Mohammad Kanrn Khaiiii, the 
current spolcesman of ihe eighi-pany 
coalition of Mujahideen who has come 
as the head of a delegation to Palasian 
gave an exclusive interview to 
Afghanews in Islamabad on January 8. 
He said that Soviet repeated to 
Mujahideen in Iran what they have told 
the Alliance deiegaiioa in Taif. In the 
Tehran talks a new element was the 
proposal of autonomy for Hazanjat 
where most Shias live. This proposal 
was rejected by the Mujahideen, Khalili 
said. 

KhaUli. 38. was bom ui Behsood 
disiria of Makfam pvovmce. He received 
private education and contacted some 
memben of the Islamic movement at 
Kabul University. In 1981 KhaliU went 
to Iran and there laid the foundation of 
the Nasr party wiUi the help of his 
ftiends. Khalili spends most of his ume 
in Tehran working for his party. He is 
the representative of his party ui eight- 
party coalition. He is the current 
spokesman of the Coalition. 

The coalioon of eighi-party based 
in Inn is composed of Jehad Islami. 
Nasr. Jabha-i-Muttahid Islami. 
Pasdaran. Daawat-i-Isiami. Harakat-i- 
Islami headed by Shaikh Asif Mohsini. 
Nam and Hezbullah headed by Ahmad 
All. Six paiues in the coalition are led 
by collective leadership in the foim of a 
council. Each party has introduced one 
represeniauve in the supreme c(}uncU 
and one representative m the ctxxilina- 
Lion counaL The spokesman of the co- 
alition IS chosen on rotational basis 
from the members of the supreme 
council for a penod of three monUis. 
Khalili said he had come to ulk to 



i the seven-pany Alliance and Pakistan 
officials. He also participated in Uie 
talks held with the Soviets in 
Islamabad. 

Khalili said his delegation will 
\ meet the leaden of the Alliance and dis- 
cuss with them ways of cooperauon 
among the two AiUances. 

In reply to a quesuon about the 
support of the Iran government to the 
Mujahideen. Khalili said that the 
Mujahideen's acuvities are free. Since 
Iran was engaged m a war with Iraq, it 
could not help the Mujahideen. Now 
that the war is over, it is hoped Uiai the 
I Islamic republic will be able lo help 
I ihe Mujahideen. On the poiiucal liront 
j Iran has been supporting the 
ii Mujahitieen and will continue to do so. 
i| 

ij The spokesman of the eight-party 
i{ coaliuon said that the Soviet delegauon 
i| met the Mujahideen dekgauon twice on 
I 2 and 3 January in the headquaners of 
{ the Coaliiian in Teheno. 
j When he was asked why his 
I Coalition met separately with the 
I Soviets after it was asked by the 
I Mujahideen Alliance not to do so. he 
I replied that such a request was not made 
j by the Alliance. He added thM when the 
I Alliance delegation went to Taif. it 
I gave the Coalition a nght to meet 
, Soviets sepamely at least once. 

About geuing aid from Western 
j countries. Khalili was of the opinion 
I that the coalition of eight-party is not 
I against getting aid from any country 
I provided no strings ate attached u> it. 
I He said that due to religious ues the 
\ Mujahideen parties baaed in Iran have 
special ties with Iran, but Iran has its 
own interest and the interest of 
Afghanistan is sepaiaia. 

Khalili was of the opinion Uiat af- 1 
ter Ihe Soviet withdrawal the people of I 
Afghanistan will keep Uiev unity be- 
cause all of them believe m Islam. 

He favoed formauon of a selected j{ 
Shooia fiom the two Alliances to form I 
the uansilional government, to draft ' 
consutuuon and to pave Uie way for > 
general elections.' 




GRAFF, Arbeiderbladet. Oslo 




"Tlo rose is 
without thorns." 



'One flower 
^«a'r wake 
A. spring. " 
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Afghan Educational jehad 

D V. A 1 V u r> _ - 1 *' 



BY: M. Yaqub Roshan 



^ ^ ^ The education of childern 
and youths, and the prepara- 
tion ot tuture generation of Af- 
ghans for safeguarding the 
values of the sacred religion 
of Islam and the freedom and 
independence of our home- 
land, constitutes the second 
front of Jehad against the 
enemy's sinister ideological 
motives. 

.A.11 along these years, the 
enemy has endevoured to 
Doison the minds of .\fghan 
children and youths mobiliz- 
ing all their resources and ef- 
forts. .As a consequence, 
thousands of .\f ghans children 
and youths have been sent to 
Russia and other Eastern- 
block countries, apparently in 
the name of education, to get 
brain-washed and reformed. 
In these countries, they are 
then subjected to propaganda 
and the hateful philosophy of 
Marxism-Leninism is incul- 
cated into their minds with 
great stress and emphasis. The 
students are also shown the 
outwardly deceptive scenes of 
progress and social welfare 
under the social imperialist 
regimes. Due to their imma- 
ture age. many of these stu- 
dents are deceived by the sup- 
erficial spectacle and are soon 
led into the communist trap. 
In fact their education entails 
a weakening or elimination of 
their belief in God. religion, 
patriotism and freedom, and 
instead indoctrinate them 
with false concept of 
materialism and the thoughts 
of slavery. 

.Afterwards, when chev 
are sent back to their country, 
they are used against their 
own people to oppose the faith 
and beliefs of their families, 
relatives, friends, and finally 
the whole .Muslim and free- 
dom-loving society." 

In .Afghanistan, the Rus- 
sians and their puppets have 
also changed the curricula of 
schools in the cities and towns 
'.inder their control. For exam- 
ple they have added the sub- 
jects of philosophy &: politK> 
in the school curricula and 
which only e.xtoils the false 
theories of .Marxism. 

!n response to these chal- 
lenges, the educational tront 
nf Jehad, with verv limited re- 
sources, has adopted mea- 
sures to mobilize the .Mujahid 
L-eneration and equip them 
with educational and scien- 
titic principles >ii that thev 
will be embued with laith lov- 
altv. patriotism and commit- 
ted to their freedom and inde- 
|)endence. 

Prior to the coup or .\()ri: 
Vi'il- .ibout 200. ()()() people 
constituted the countrv s edu- 
cated and academic strata, oi 
•.\hich more than 12000 lune 
been killed hv the l)loi)d- 
rnirstv Khakjis and I'u 
L.'iamis. whiie most (jt rtit- 
riiaininti nave soui^nt retime in 
'He Middle Kast. tlurope. .uid 



other couniries to escape Rus- 
sian atrocities of the last ten 
years. 

After the liberation, .Af- 
ghanistan would be faced with 
a gigantic task in its recon- 
struction $1 rehabilitation 
programmes, which will be 
further compounded by the 

I lack of educate, skilled, and 

I trairied people. 

I The return of our skilled 
i and educated strata from 
.America, Europe and Au- 
stralia, and their participation 
in the reconstruction of the 
country is doubtful. However, 
a limited number of them 
would be prepared to come 
and render service in the re- 
construction of their devas- 
tated country. 

It is also possible that sec- 
urity conditions in the countr\ 
would not be conducive 
enough for foreign advisors to 
come and implement recon- 
struction projects in various 
parts of the country. 

Therefore,, the only prac- 
ticable solutions to these prob- 
lems are the training of the 
academic strata and skilled 
cadres of .Afghanistan by es- 
tablishing institutes of higher 
education, particularly voca- 
tional (higher than class 12), 
of two to four years courses at 
univeristy level, for Afghan 
residents in Pakistan. This 
will also provide opportunity 
of education to a large number 
of those youths who have 
graduated from high schools 
in the enemy-controlled cities 
and have sought refuge due to 
their unwillingness to join the 
puppet army. 

Similarly. .Mujahideen or- 
nunizations also operate 15 

high schools (five by N'lF.A) in 
various parts of Pakistan, 
from which more than 200 stu- 
dents graduate annually. Thus 
a large number of students 
who have graduated from 
schools during the past ten 
years are ready and willing to 
attend their higher education. 
The total number of high 
school graduates varies bet- 
ween 12000 ■ 15000 in the 
N'WFP alone. Of these, only a 
limited number i about 400) 
have been lucky enough to 
utilize facilities in Pakistan's 
educational institutes. Due to 
financial and other difficul- 
ties, these graduates at pre- 
sent cannot be sent to foreign 
countries for higher educa- 
tion. .Although a limited 
number of them 'around 100) 
have been sent in the past to 
the -Middle East and European 
countries, but this number is 
quite small in proportion to 
the number of deserving 
graduates and our future 
needs. 

In order to solve the prob- 
lems of our deprived youths, 
taking into account the needs 
of our country either during 
the present period of Jehad or 



"AFGANTSI" 

Anthony Arnold sent us this transcript of a 
film made by Yorkshire TV with the cooperation 
of a Soviet News Agency: 



7 OCTOBER 1988 



BBC CENTRAL TALKS AND FEATURES 
CURRENT AFFAIRS UNIT 
CARIS Report No, 78/88 
AFGANTSI? THEIR OWN STORY 
By St«pH»n 0«lzi*l (S) 

1. announcer: The Sovivt withdraual froa Afghanistan i» well 
underway. By th» 15th of August th» f irstNtialfo^^h* 110,000 
strong contingent w«r* back hoa*. The war wKlCnfor so lonq was 
shrouded in secrecy has now becoae a running sore for Many Soviet 
citizens. British television viewers have been given a rare insiqht 
into how Soviet soldiers and their faailies feel about the war in 
Afghanistan in a highly revealing prograawe broadcast bci Yorkshire 
Television. 



2. TAPE BAND 
fade) 



1 <Soviet troops warching, singing patriotic song; 8", 



3. NARR: The sound of Soviet paratroopers Marching in Kabul. In 
alaost nine years of fighting in Afghanistan, the paratroopers have 
proved their worth as crack fighting troops. They are carefully 
selected; only the fittest and aost able conscripts ja.in their ranks. 
One such soldier, Senior Sergeant Uolodya Penchuk, talked of what the 
soldiers' feelings were when they first arrived s 

4. TAPE BAND 2 (Penchuk; 20") < Everyone wanted to have a go at the 
bandits as soon as possible, to shoot at thea. You Just had to kill 
one of thea... But now we don't want to do any nore shooting and 
killing. 

5. TAPE BAND 3 <Sound of gunfire 25") 

6. NARR: The paratroopers in particular have seen plenty of action. 
Often the fighting was savage. 

7. TAPE BAND 4 (Penchuk; 46" ) s The deputy coapany coanander then 
allowed us to open fire on the village. The whole company 
iaaediately leapt into the vehicle, and we opened up with all guns 
blazing. The walls were only about fifty metres away, but we Just 
let rip. The lads were in such a state by then that... I can't even 
remember now exactly what it was like. Ue Just fired and fired. 

8. NARRs But the brutality of the war in Afghanistan has co«ie not 
only from the Soviet side. Aleksandr Solomin, a former sergeant who 
during his service in Afghanistan won his country's highest award. 
Hero of the Soviet Union, described one incident which wade Soviet 
soldiers hungry for revenge^ 

9. TAPE BAND S (Solomin; 43"): Ue were on a raid on a village when 
we came across some of our lads who'd been recently capturt>d by the 
rebels. They'd been treated to one of their favourite methods of 
punishment, or humiliation. It's known as "taking the shirt off". 
They cut the skin all round the uaist and simply lift it off. 
Sometimes they tie it in a knot over the guy's head. At least then 
he dies nore quickly. But soaetiaes they Just peel off the skin up 

to the neck. ..the guy's, you know, still conscious for quite a while. 
You can iaagine it — the heat, the flies, on all this bare 
•eat... it's an agonizing death. 

10. NARR: The horror of the war was graphically illustrated m the 
film by scenes shot some days after a battle. Decomposing bodies lay 
where they had fallen. A hungry dog pulled at the arm of one, 
tearing off the flesh. In such circumstances, it is not surprising 
that Many Soviet soldiers began to look for consolation in drugs. A 
former senior sergeant, Viktor Sulimov, recalled that this was a 
coMMon experience: 

11. TAPE BAND 6 (Sulimov; 59"): Alaost immediately cannabis began to 
appear, and those who'd already served far a while began to use it. 

I, for example, the whole time I was in Afghanistan, except when I 
was in hospital, smoked it virtually every day. I didn't use it when 
«e went on a raid, though I know there were guys who smoked it even 
then. We'd get it when we were on raids or by swopping things for 
it. We had parade uniforms which were of no use to us, sometiaes 
we'd even swop tins of corned beef, though we'd think twice before 
doing that. 

12. NARR! The longer a soldier served in Afghanistan, the nore 
<^i*i-l-l"»ioned he would become. He became convinced that the war was 
a useless exercise. Nothing served to bring this home to soldiers 
more than if they were wounded. Lying m the Soviet Hilitary 
Hospital in Kabul for up to two years gave a nan plenty of time for 
reflection. One such soldier was Nikolai Chekan; 
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13. TAPE BAND 7 <Chek«nj -iO"): I don't even know how to describe 
uhit people are doing. It's obscene. When you've found out for 
yourself uh»t it's like to fire « 9un and have bullets whizzing past 
you, I don't think you could ever do anything hurtful to any huaan 
t'eing again. 

14. NARR: This s»n»« that the soldiers felt the uselessness of what 
they were doing w«» not lost on their senior officers. da jor-Qeneral 
Leonid Shchersbynov suMVd up the feeling* of soldiers who were faced 
with this dilcMMa: 

15. TAPE BAND 8 (Shchershynov j 43") s When it ca«e to the «o«ent in a 
battle when a Soviet soldier would have to kill « bandit, it was 
often the case that he saw before hi« a poor, barefoot, half-naked 
(«an. This («an had been fighting against hiM either through ignorance 
or, on the other hand, because he was strengthened by a sense that he 
was defending his motherland and his way of life- Of course, this 
•ade the soldier's actions nore difficult and every time Made hin 
return to the thought: "What ai* I doing in Af qhanisit.an?" . 

\6. NARR: This questioning of why they were in Afghanistan is 
sonething which has grown in recent years aiaongst Soviet soldiers. 
For a long ti«e conscripts were accepting what they had to do and 
believed that they were genuinely helping the Afghan people. In 

those days, the decisions of the Soviet government were not 
questioned. As Viktor Suiiaov explains: 

17, TAPE BAND 9 Oulinov; 27"): Ue believed that we were doin.^ 
something useful, something huMane. Ue couldn't even imagine then 
that our government would do anything absurd, that it would do 
something which would mean the sacrifice of so many Soviet people. 
We couldn't get such an idea into our heads. 

18. NARR: gut the wore soldiers who suffered in Afghanistan, the 
■ore they began to question the rationale behind the political 
decision to send troops into Afghanistan. Despite his aedal, 
Aleksandr Solonin is obviously enbittered by the experience: 

1.9. TAPE BAND 10 (Solonin; 18"): I think that the whole thing uas 
soneone's crude political mistake. Of course, I'd like to know 
exactly whose mistake it was. flaybe one day we'll know. Indeed, one 
•an's heroisa is often the result of soneone else's crass stupiditu. 

20. NARR: The overwheluing feeling of all those who have been 
involved in the war in Afghanistan, officers, soldiers and their 
fAniiies, can be sumned up in one word — futility. This was clearlg 
the nessage of this highly noving fil*. The feelings of all were 
reflected by Hr Qrishin, whose son Uolodya died four years ago in 

Af ghanistani 

21. TAPE BAND 10 (Grishinj 27">t No-one needed this war in 
Afghanistan. It has siiiply brought grief to mothers and parents -- 
not just to parents, but to everyone whose loved ones have served 
there. Ue didn't need this useless war. No-one needed it. Let's 
qet our lads out of there as quickly as possible, while those that 
=»re left are still alive. Then everyone will be happy. 

22. NARR: Meanwhile, Volodya Penchuk knows that he will be one of 
the last to leave. He tries to calm his mother's fears by his 

letters: 

23. TAPE BAND 12 (Penchuk; 14"): I'll write to nuia to calm her, so 
ihe doesn't get worried. I'll tell her, as I always do, that 
everything's fine here, that I ' «i alive and well. I'll try not to say 
anything about the fighting. I'll talk about the weather. 

2-^. NARR: But, despite the efforts of Volodya Penchuk and thousands 
like him, many mothers fear for the safety of their sons. Despite 
this, firs Penchuk tries, through her tears, to put on a brave f^ce: 

25. TAPE SAND 13 (Hrs Penchuk; 27"): I know that he'd c^rry out his 
duty to the er>d. I felt ho would. Of course, it's very uorr-gxirj for 
rao and it'll be hard to live through. But he should fulfil his di.ity 
to the end. 

26. NARR; Will the Soviet Union usi? force ayain to fiursue its 
foreign policy interests? Hajor General Shchershynov thinks it 
unlikely. 

27. TAPE BAND 1^: (Schershynov 25") I think that, before we try 
'again to resolve an international problem by military means, we'll 
have to think a hundred tines. We'll have to act according to our 
old Russian saying: "neasure up seven times before you cut your 
cloth", I think that that's the lesson that we'll rewember in 30 
years . 



in the future phase of recon- 
struction. It IS imperative that 
institutes at the intermediate 
and university level are estab- 
lished and put into operation. 
Specific curricula should be 
included that will cater to our 
difficulties, social needs and 
future reconstruction prog- 
rammes and which will fully 
comply with the traditions and 
principles of Afghan society. 

With this aim in mind, in 
1984, as Deputy Chairman of 
the Islamic Unity of Afghanis- 
tan Mujahideen, after due 
consultations with my col- 
leagues and encouragement 
from the respected leader of 
NIFA, I submitted a plan to 
the concerned authorities of 
our host country to provide an 
opportunity for the operation 
of a project to be named Free 
Afghanistan University 
(F.A.U.). In the preliminary 
stages (except the title which 
was changed to Academy of 
Higher Education for Afghans 
Refugees) verbal and partial 
agreement was given to the 
contents of the plan and the 
project was welcomed. How- 
ever, the matter was later 
postponed for some unknown 
reasons. 

.■\nyhow, it is once again 
hoped that the said project 
will be implemented with 
some amendments by any one 
of the assisting agencies in the 
near future. In accordance 
with one of the amendments 
of the projects, the .\cademy 
will be shifted to Afghanistan 
after the liberation of the 
country. • • « 

Until now. tiue to the pre- 
sence of Russian troops, it has 
been impossible to operate 
high schools in the liberated 
areas of the country, the 
enemy would have bombed 
such large targets and estab- 
lishments. Hence, we have 
been able to establish only 
primary and middle schools 
inside the country. 

So far. around 1200 such 
schools have been established 
in the liberated areas of vari- 
ous provinces l)y the .Mujahi- 
deen organizations, mostly 
through the assistance of the 
iiducational Centre for \i- 
yhanistan. .\ number ot these 
schools are also operated bv 
■Afghanistan Educational 
Committee (supported bv the 
Swedish and .N'orvegians Com- 
mittee) and the Organization 
of World Muslim League. The 
total number of students m 
the.se schools e.xceeds 100. 00 
and are tauyht by nearlv 400 
teachers. t « , 

In order to inspect the 
general conditions of schools 
mside the country, and to 
evaluate the educational stan- 
dards of students, their dif- 
ficulties and other shortcom- 
ings, the Educational Coordi- 
nation Council of the Islamic 
Lnity of .Afghanistan .Mujahi- 
deen. entrusted me with the 
task of leading a delegation to 
.Afghanistan for the first time 



The survey was conducted in 
kunar province between June 
1 and July 7, 1988. 

The programme con- 
! tamed surveys of the schoois 
in the valleys of Kam- 
deshi Nooristan), .Asmar. 
Chaghaserai and Pech. .-Vli 
schools were visited, uninflu- 
enced by any organizational 
bias and preferences. 

-A journey of 800 kilomet- 
ers was covered on foot in a 
period of 200 hours. The jour- 
ney took place through for- 
midable mountainous areas 
controlled by the mujahideen 
and inhabited by the local 
people. The Russians and 
their puppet regime are not 
present, e.xcepot in the cen- 
ters of Chaghaserai. Watapur 
and .Asmar. which are under 
the constant shelling of the be- 
sieging Mujahideen forces.. , , 

The schools visited were 
mostly operated by the Educa- 
tional Center ipr Afghanistan 
'EGA). On the other hand, a 
number of schools sponsored 
by the Educational Commit- 
tee for .Afghanistan and the 
World .Muslim League were 
also visited and taken into ac- 
count. 

The main objective of the 
programe was the inspection 
of practical development of 
educational activities in the 
liberated areas under the pre- 
sent Jehad conditions. The 
journey enabled us to witness 
the results of our relentless ef- 
forts, and those of our col- 
laborating brother and sym- 
pathatic donating agencies, 
for establishing educational 
centres, eliminating illitracy 
and expanding educational 
orogrammes so that a strnny 
front could be established for 
mobilizing the Mujahid vener- 
ation of .Afghanistan aiiainst 
the poisonous activities ot the 
Russians and their puppets, 
and for expanding and con- 
solidating Islamic and scien- 
tific education t.iroughout .Af- 
ghanistan. 

The problems faced by 
the schools we visited were 
lack ot proper sues, lack of 
teachers, non-availability of 
furniture, drinking water re- 
servoirs, over-crowdina in 
classes, non-existence ot maps 
& charts, and the high co^ts ot 
carrying school materials to 
their remote locations. 

These problems, and their 
possible solutions, have al- 
ready been presented tot he 
concerned and responsible au- 
thorities m the form of a re- 
port. , . , 
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At the Afghanistan Relief Coramittee Con- 
ference, "Afghanistan in Flux," we learned 
about the spread of the "coordination virus. " 
Groups formed to coordinate non-governmental 
organizations' (NGOs) work with Afghans are 
Cross-border Medical programs (CMC) , formed 
in 1986; Cooperative Committee on Rural As- 
sistance (CORA) ; Voluntary Agency Groups 
(VAG) & Coordination Humanitaire Europeene 
Afghanistan (CHEA) formed in 1983. Then 
came the Peshawar-based ACBAR (Agency Co- 
ordinating Body for Afghan Relief) & SWABAC 
(Southwest Afghanistan & Baluchistan Co- 
ordinating Agency) based in Quetta & a mem- 
ber of ACBAR. 7' of the largest German agen- 
cies, out of over 65 existing there, have 
gotten together to oversee projects & facili- 
tate German Gov't funding. The French have 
CARD (Center for Aid for Reconstruction & 
Development) which plans to present a list 
of projects to the UN & the EEC for possible 
funding. CARD has the cooperation of the 
French Gov't. In Britain, there is BAAG 
(British Agencies Afghan Group). We'll 
have more information on these & other groups 
in the next issue. 



FROM PESHAWAR: Telephone numbers of 

some agencies involved in Afghan relief: 

Afghan Cultural Assistance Foundation.......... 43281 

Afghan Femalo ( Children Teaching lloepital 40 24 2/42591 

Afghan Female Surgical Hospital..... 4 1 5 8 2 , 

Afghan Health t Social Assist. Or gan 1 t « Hon . . . . 41827 

Afghan Information Ctr (AIC) - 40953 , 

Afghan Media Resource Ctr (A><RC) 41691 

Afghan Medical Aid (AHA)...,................... 43283 

Afglian OO/GYN Hospital Guest House ............ v 41517 

Afghan OD/GYN Hospital 4 0 7 2 1 

Afghan Refugees Humanitarian Islamic Unity..... 41023 

Afghan Belief (UK|........ 4 2 2 2 3 

Afghan Scholarship Program 4 3 3 3 5 

Afghan Surgical Hospital 61945 

Afghan Welfare Ctr 41181/8 

Atghanaid (UKl 4 20 30 

Afghanistan Education Committee (AEC) 41247 

Afghanistan (lothllf a-Weat Germany.. 4 259 1 

AFRAHE 4 2 3 20 

Agricultural Survey of Afghanistan 40927 

American Exporters Group (AMEG) 61299 

ARC-ASAR (Assist, to Skilled Afghan nefugeos).. 41129 

Au8^UD-Bell?f. Commit teg tARJ) 42SB4/ 42592 

AVICEH (Afghan Vaccination t Immunization Ctr). 4115S 

Bureau International d' i.'glianlstan 4 3 2 70 

Carltas 40925 

Comm for Afghan Ref8--Text Ooo)t Board 7 4023 

Comm for A f ghan ' Re f s--D I s t r Ic t Administrator... 50502 

Comm for Afghan Rofs — Protocol... 604 38 

Comm for Afglian Refs--Dep Dlr-Publlc Relations. 64591 

Comm for Afghan Ro f s-- As s 1 a tan t Comm.. 74023 

Comm for Afglian Refs — Add Comm for Security.... 61896 

Comm for Afghan Ref8--Add Comm for Education... 74023 

Comm for Afghan Ref8--Add Comm for Pofugoes..,. 61863 

Comm for Afghan Pefs (CAR) — Commissioner....... 61821 

Coordination of Medical Committees (CMC) 42300 

Danish Committee for Aglian Refugees (DACAARI... 40731 

DCAE 4 2 4 2 1 / 40 1 8 9 

Dental Clinic for Afghan Refugees 4 3 3 5 0 

Educitlon ."Support Sector Project (ESS) 4 3 3 3 5 

EPI HealUi Proj"':': Director 4 9 2 4 3 

FAH (Feci H r.-ji icj 1 tUL ■'i-j.iniaatioi>) 4 1390 

Free A (qli.in 1 o t an Switzorlnnd 4 2 2 2 3 

Freodon H"'liclne 42505 

Germ.m A f l"i n I b t a n C'jmm I t t n (GAC) 4 2 4 4 6/ 4 258 8 

Germnn A [ t h.i ii 1 u ^ in F o>i iid .1 1 1 o n 4 3 2 5 7 

GIi_itiUa J'CO jpct ij^'j 1 1 

GTZ- Govt. Technical Training School 606)8 
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Guilde Europeenne du Raid 

Health Education Pesource Ctr 

Help the Afghans Foun<}ation 

Ilelp-Ililfe tur Seibathilfe 

Human Concern International 

ICRC Delegation... 

ICBC Ilonpltal 

ICBC Parapalegic Ctr-Hayatabad 

ICRC Training Ctr-Onivereity Town 

IMC (International Medical Corps) 

IMC Clinic 

IMC Residence , 

IMC Training Ctr-Naair Englj... 

Inter Aid Committee 

Int8rnatLonal._Information Office (IIO) 

IRC DCAB (Development Ctr for Afghan Education) 

ELP (English Language Program) 

Handicrafts Project. '. . . . 

Health Ed. Resource Ctr. (HERO 

Lycee Halalal 

Main Office (International Reacue Comm).... 



IRC 
IRC 
IFC 
IRC 

inc 
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'IRC Printing Press 

lalamlc Relief Agency ' 

Italian Cooperation for" Development (ICD) 

Kuwait Red Crescent 

Lycee Malalai , 

Medeclns du Monde........ 

Medeelns Sans Frontleres (MSF) 

Medical Refresher Courses for Afghans 

Medical Training for Afghans (MTA) 

Mercy Fund 

Muslim Aid for Afghan Refugees 

Naheed Shaheed Scliool 

Norwegian Committee for Afghanistan (NCA) 

Norwegian Ref. Council I. Norwegian Church Aid.. 

Oc)cenden Venture 

Pal«-Gcrmnn Das-Ed , . , . , 

Pakistan Red Crescent 

Psychiatry Ctr for Afghans 

Salvation Army . , 

Sandy Gall Orthopedics ProJ (Lady Reading llosp) 

Saudi Red Crescent... 

Savethe Children UKJJCF) 

^ddicjUe KXOnr Lycee ". 

SERVE Afghan Eye Hospital [ 

SERVE 

■Seventh Day Advc^ntist Dental Clinic 

Shelter Now-ESAr' (Engln. Services for Afg Refs) 

Shelter Now Internatlon*.' . . 

SOS/PG Belgium. ................... 

Swedish Comm Afghanistan Education Comm...'!!'! 

Swedish Committe e foF-J^ia^i^ 1^ 9 tan_. 

S wedish Comm. Aq r I cii I tur a j Survey ! 

Swiss Information Of flee 

UNHCR Chief. 

UNIICR Deputy Chief !!! ! 

UNHCR Education. !!!!!!'!!!!!!!! 

UNHCR General Information. !.!!!!!!' 

uNicEF , , !!!!!!!!!' 

Union Aid for Afghan Refugeeo !!!!!! 

Union Aid for Afghan Mnjahlclern Doctors.!!!!!!! 
United Med Ctr for Afghan MuJ Doctors (UMCAMOI. 
World Food rroor<»m (WFP) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

American Club. , 41321 

American Exportoro Group (AHEG) 61299 

United States Consulate 7990 1 -3 

USAID Commodities Program 4 3 2 ) 1 -5 

usJs"!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!;-----' 

VITA (Volunteers in Teclinlqal As.i Ut.inc") ■ . . . . . 
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7 3854 
4 1530 
4 2524 

41673/41371/40315 
40498 

50760 
4 0330 
41156 
4 3 5 1 2 
4 1755 
4 1755 
76195 
4 2 2 23 

42421/40189 
41560 

40160 

4 1274 /41845 / 4324 2 

HTTT ■ 

1 2 2 1 5 / 4 3380. 
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4 25 2 I( 
40160 
4 2320 
4 2 3 20 
40968 

41931/41492 
4 2 4 05 
4 3 20 3 
41133 

41247/42304 
4 2 304 

4 04 1 0 
4 0989 
653 36 

4 2230 

6FnT Ext. 351 
42207/4148D 
4 19 13/41170 

-nrm 

4 1093 
4 1 706 

} M i") 
4J253 
4 1130 
4 0 8 3 9 
4 1247 

4 2 2 4 7/12213/40415 

Jiiii '^^T'' 

11866 
11038 

41037/41039 
7B521/79284 
415 79/9 
1 2 5 9 1 
12591 

llQM/IPSf. /109H 



4 0 9 6 3 /4 1163 



IF YOU WANT TO GO. . . 

One can now call the US State Dept. for 
travel advisories on problem areas - such 
as Afghanistan. On a push-button phone, 
call 202-647-5225; you will be given in- 
structions on what numbers to push next. 
On a dial phone, call the same number; 
you will have to hold on until a real 
person answers. Dial phoners must call 
between 8 a.m. h 10 p.m. (Eastern time) 
on weekdays or from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Satiirda'^''s . 



Top Afghan University 
Is Seen Moving Away 
From Communist Party 

By STEVE LE VINE 

KABUL, AFGHANISTAN 

As this war-ravaged country nervously 
awaits the completion of the Soviet Un- 
ion's scheduled troop withdrawal in mid- 
February, Afghanistan's main institution 
of higher education, Kabul University, is 
moving away from Communist control. 

In recent weeks, the l3-college universi- 
ty appointed four new deans from outside 
the Communist Party. In all, nine non- 
Communist deans have been appointed 
since 1986, when Afghanistan's President 
Mohammed Najibullah came to power and 
began, with Soviet prodding, to enact rela- 
tively liberal reforms. 

Three months ago, Mohammed Nairn 
Ashraii, a non-Communist economics pro- 
fessor who studied in West Germany, was 
named vice-chancellor for budget af- 
fairs. Now only the university presi- 
dent. Tahir Enayat, and one of four 
vice-chancellors among the top cam- 
pus officials are Communist Party 
members. 

Party membership used to be es- 
sential for academic advancement 
here. 

But even as a reformist wave 
sweeps across the university — part 
of a growing effort by the belea- 
guered government to make itself 
more acceptable to the Afghan guer- 
rillas, or mujahedeen, who seem 
poised for a political takeover — aca- 
demic leaders are not entirely opti- 
mistic about the prospects for further 
liberaiization, :ind they worry about 
whether the institution will receive 
adequate {iri:in':ial support. 

Many campus officials say their 
opportunities to express themselves 
openly have improved significantly. 

"Before, it was very, very difficult 
to speak with foreigners," remarked 
Mohammed Anwar Dost, dean of the 
college of economics. "Now we are 
speaking very freely with each oth- 
er." 

"Nine years atter the revolution," 
Mr. Dost continued, "we have ^ent 
our first professor to West Germany 
to study economics." 

"In one year," he added as the 
sounds of rockets exploding in the 
distance could be heard in his univer- 
sity office, "we should have a better 
situation." 

*Now We Can iSpeak' 

Cthe.' aJriii-' -strators and faculiy 
members agreed that a shift away 



from Communist leadership and par- 
ty dopna were major changes for the 
university, but a sinuiar shift in the 
govenunent itseif appears to be 
mainly symbolic, with important 
posts still in Communist hands. 

1b that light, the permanency of the 
f ^ iwyw reforms cannot be certain. 

The point was made clear when 
naiversity officials generally sought 
to aweid ooolroversiai /cmarks in an 
iaierview with this reporter. One 
dean who criticized the authorities 
asked that his name not be used. 

Still, noo-Communtst deans ap- 
peared sincere in saying they felt 
they coukt express their opinions 
freely and speak with foreigners — 
two acticms that previously might 
have subjected them to a visit by the 
government's secret police. 

In the past, said Vadim Sah, dean 
of law and political science, "we 
could not listen to the bbc. even in 
our rooms. Now we can speak." . 

On the other hand. Mr. Safi said, 
conflict between the government and 
its enemies is producing a new sort of 
inhibition. 

"Before there was no ability to 
speak," he explained. "Now there is 
no time to speak." 

Meanwhile, Mr. Enayat, the presi- 
dent, appealed for international sup- 
port for his institution. 

"We have passed through a diffi- 
cult period." he said . "A fter the rev- 
olution. West Germa ny v France» and 
the United States unilaterally with- 
drew their affiliation with Kabul Uni- 
versity, and we were left to cope with 
the vacuum ourselves. 

"We now urgently need any aid 
from any country in the world, no 
matter their social system. 

"We ask Academic centers to help 
us, especially to renew the affilia- 
tions they once had with us." 

Indeed, the government-run uni- 
versity, with 10,500 students, has 
suffered gready during the Soviet- ' 
backed government's nine-year-old 
war against the guerrillas. 

After the Communist takeover in 
1978 and the Soviet invasion m 1979 
that propped up the govenunent 
here. Western countries withdrew 
virtually all education assistance 
from Afghanistan. In the process, 
many totemationai connections were 
severed. The tinks had bees provid- 
mg itMc university with tcxtb<K)ks. 
journals, laboratory equipment, ami 
visiting professors. 

The university's engineering pro- 
gram was shut down completely from 
1980 to 1987. Although it has re- 
opened with Soviet aid, it is still 
focced lo rely on many obsolete 
American texth<M)ks. 



Mr. Enayat. who teaches in the en- 
gineering !>cho(^, said he was prepar- 
ing lectures from a 14-year-old text- 
book on surveying. "We are in ur- 
gent need of textbooks," he said. 

At the university's agriculture col- 
lege, progress in research and in- 
struction has been virtually stopped 
since the Soviet invasion, according 
to the dean. Abdul Quhar Samin. 
The college was established in 
; 1955 with a staff of two Afghans and 
13 Americans from the University of 
Wyoming, which also provided tech- 
nical support. The American institu- 
j tion sent teams of educators to Kabul 
i over the next 16 years. 

Then the University of Nebraska 
] at Omaha began assigning instructors 
to the agriculture college. Laborato- 
ries were set up, textbooks were pur- 
chased, and a building for 200 stu- 
dents was constructed. 

In addition. 21 of the college's 47 
faculty members received advanced 
education — and nine Ph.D. s — at 
American colleges and universities. 

Since the Soviet invasion, aid from 
the Soviet Union and its Eastern 
Bloc allies has enabled the college to 
continue operating — its enrollment 
has swelled to 1,100 — but Kabul offi- 
cials said it remained technologically 
backward,^.MF<>- Samin said the. col- 
lege needed American parts for bro- 
ken and worn-out laboratory equip- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, the war has taken a 
heavy toll on Afghan's intellectual 
leadership, as thousands of bright 
young Afghans have died or fled the 
country. Total fatalities in the war 
have been estimated at about one 
million. 

Said Asif Zahir. the government's 
Minister for Rural Reconstruction 
and Development: "In the past 10 
years, our youth did not get an edu- 
cation. That's a '.remendous loss. 
The physical damage, that's easy to 
repair. But to build human beings, 
that's very hard." 

20,000 Study in Soviet Union 

In spite of the loss of Western aid, 
the institution has managed to sur- 
vive and even to make progress in 
some areas, mainly with Soviet sup- 
port. 

According to Homayun Kamran, 
vice-chancellor for cultural and so- 
cial affairs and a Communist Partv 
member, 20,000 Afghan students are 
now studying in the Soviet Union, 
and 80 university lecturers are on 
year-long assignments there. In the 
last year, Moscow also has helped 
Afghanistan establish three universi- 
ties affiliated with Kabul University, 
Mr. Kamran said. 
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"The Afghans' Next Ordeal" by 
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. in WORLD 
MONITOR, December, 1988. Pp 40-47. 

"Waiting for the End" by Edward 
W. Desmond in TIME, 2/6/89. Pp 
38-40. 

Vol. 7 #2/3, 1988 of CENTRAL ASIAN 
SURVEY was devoted to Afghanistan. 
Articles include "Thirty Years of 
Afghan History" by Moh'd Akram, 
"La Loye Jerga; Ses Origines & son 
R61e Historique dans 1' Evolution 
de Socie't^ Afghane" by S.Q. Reshtia, 
"La Laicisation du Droit en Afghani- 
stan" by Kacem Fazelly, "Attitude of 
the Leadership of Afghan Tribes To- 
wards the Regime from 1953-1978" by 
Hamed Karzai, "The Origins of the 
Afghan Communist Party" by Olivier 
Roy, "Lieux et Formes du Pouvoir en 
Afghanistan, Hier & Aujourd'hui" by 
Bernard Dupaigne, "Las Institutions 
Afghanes: Tradition & Modernisme" by 
Gilles Rossignol, "Kaboul 1980-1986: 
Un Islam Officiel pour L^gitimer le 
Pouvoir Communiste" by Chantal Lo- 
bato, "Soviet Geostrategic Position 
in the Southern Tier & the Occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan" by Milan Hauner, 
"L'Asie Centrale Sovidtique Durant 
la Periode 1956-1986" by Alexandre 
Bennigsen, ''Parallels & Divergences 
Between the US Experience in Vietnam 
& the Soviet Experience in Afghani- 
stan" by Anthony Arnold, "The Soviet 
Invasion of Afghanistan" by Gunter 
Knabe, "Myth & Reality in Afghan 
'Neutralism'" by Louis Dupree, "Pa- 
kistan's Relations with Afghanistan" 
by R.E. Aziz, "La Representation de 
1' Afghanistan aux Nations Unies" by 
Zalmai Haquani, "The UN in the Af- 
ghan Crises" by A.H. Tabibi, "De 
I'Economie Afghane en 1978 a Quelques 
Perspectives d'Avenir" by Gilbert 
Etienne, "Observations & Activities 
dans le Domaine de la Cooperation de 
la Representation Francaise en Af- 
ghanistan de 1956 a 1962" by H.J. de 
Dianoux, "Afghanistan According to 
Soviet Sources, 1980-1985" by Marie 
Broxup, "Preserving the Memory of 
Afghanistan" by Etienne Gille and 
several tributes to S.B. Majrooh. 



OPERATION SALAM NEWS, a bi-monthly publica- 
tion of the. Off ice of the Coordinator for 
Humanitarian & Economic Assistance Programs 
for Afghanistan, Villa La Pelouse, Palais 
des Nations, 1211 Geneva, Switzerland. The 
first issue appeared in December, 1988. 8 pp. 

MARRIAGE AMONG MUSLIMS - Preference & Choice 
in Northern Pakistan - by Hastings Donnan, 
Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1988. Xiv, 231 pp., 
maps, figures & tables. ISBN 90 04 08416 9. 
$42. 

ASIAN SURVEY, Vol. XXVIII, #11, November 
1988 had the following articles: "The New 
Political Thinking: Gorbachev's Policy 
Toward Afghanistan & Pakistan" by Ali T. 
Sheikh & "Lineages of the State in Afghani- 
stan" by Barnett R. Rubin. Asian Survey is 
published by the University of California 
Press. 

ET SI ON PARLAIT DE L 'AFGHANISTAN? Terraines 
& textes 1964-1980 by Pierre Centlivres & 
Micheline Centlivres-Demont is available from 
CID, 131, bd. Saint-Michel, 75005 Paris, France, 
It is #8 in the Recherches & travaux series 
of the Ethnological Institute in Neuchatel 
(Switzerland), 1988. 314 pp., 144 Ff. 
ISBN 2-88279-001-5. 

The following articles appeared in GLOBAL 
AFFAIRS, Vol IV #1, Winter 1988: "Geopolitics: 
A Framework for Analyzing Soviet Behavior" 
by Bruce D. Slawter & "Victim of the Great 
Game: The Tragedy of Pakistan" by Yossef 
Bodansky . 

"Afghan Death March" by William Northacker 
was in the February issue of SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE. 

"Afghanistan: Policy Suggestions for the 
Administration of President George Bush & 
the lOlst Congress" was prepared by Henry 
Kriegel for the FREE AFGHANISTM REPORT for 
the Committee for a Free Afghanistan, 214 
Massachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 480, Washing- 
ton, DC 20002, February 1989. 4 pp. 

ETHNICITY, NATIONALISM & THE PAKHTUNS : THE 
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT IN INDIA'S NORTH-WEST 
FRONTIER, 1901-1947 by Stephen Rittenberg 
was published this summer by the Carolina 
Academic Press. 

MOSCOW'S THIRD WORLD STRATEGY by Alvin Z. 
Rubinstein, Princeton Univ. Press, 1989, 
contains an analysis of Soviet policy 
toward Afghanistan. 
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"Demographic Reporting on Afghan 
Refugees in Pakistan" by Nancy 
Hatch Dupree in MODERN ASIAN STUDIES 
22,4, 1988 published by Cambridge 
Univ. Press. Pp. 845-865. 

"Italie- Afghanistan 1921-1941" by 
May Schinasi in INSTITUTO UNIVER- 
SITARIO ORIENTALE ANNALI, Vol 47, 
Fascicle 2, Naples, 1987. 

In ENCYCLOPEDIA IRANICA, Vol. Ill, 
Fascicle 4, under Bag (garden), the 
section on Afghanistan (part IV) 
was written by Nanch Hatch Dupree. 

"Afghanistan - THE CROSSROADS" by 
Maria Elena Liana & Carlos Iglesias' 
in PRISMA, a monthly review of 
world news, published in Cuba by 
the Latin American News Agency (21 
No. 406, Vedado, La Habana, Cuba), 
Vol. 6, #67, October 1988. Pp 34-39. 

"Target Kabul" by Donatella Lorch in 
THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE, Feb- 
ruary 2, 1989. The article is about 
Abdul Haq. 

AFGHANISTAN INFO, #23, November 1988, 
published by the Comite Suisse de 
soutien au peuple Afghan, includes a 
chronology and articles on the recon- 
struction of Afghanistan, women, ag- 
riculture, medicine & an interview 
with Shaikh Assef Mohseni of Harakat- 
e Islami Afghanistan. 

"People of Kabul Await a Soviet With- 
drawal with Some Anxiety" by Mary 
Williams Walsh in the WSJ, 1/12/89. 

"What was Lost in Afghanistan" by 
Elaine Sciolino in the NYT Week in 
Review, 2/5. 

"What is 'Afghan lesson' for Super- 
powers" by David Ottaway in the 
WASHINGTON POST, 2/12/89. 

"The Russians are Going... But their 
ambitions remain 5t the US should act 
to counter them" by Richard C. Hot- 
telet in the CSM. 2/14/89. P. 18. 

"Rebel Sights Set on Regime's Ouster" 
by Edward Girardet in the CSM, 2/15/89 
P. 3. 

"The Last of the Soviets" in ASIAWEEK, 
2/17/89. Pp. 19-20. 



"In Kabul, the talk is of chaos to come" 
by Marc Kaufman in the Review & Opinion 
section of the PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, 
1/22/89. P. 1. 

"Who will Win the Bloody Battle for Kabul?" 

by Selig Harrison in the Outlook Section 

of the WASHINGTON POST. (There was no 

date on the copy we received but a French 

version of the article will appear in 

the February issue of LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE.) 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF AFGHANISTAN by V.N. 
Karzev, Moscow, Stroyizdat, 1986. "Problems 
of people's dwellings architecture in dif- 
ferent natural & climatic zones of Af- 
ghanistan are considered." 

BAUEN & WOHNEN AM HINDUKUSH, Aspekte & 
Probleme traditioneller Bau- & Wohnformen 
im Gebiet des afghanischen Hindukush, Paul 
Bucherer-Dietschi, Ed. ,Bibliotheca Afghanica, 
Liestal, 1988. The only article in English, 
"Victoriana comes to the Haremserai in 
Afghanistan," is by Nancy Dupree. $16 + 
postage. Paperback, 180 pp. 

THE HAZARAS by Hassan Poladi, Mughal Pub- 
lishing Co. (P.O. Box 7800, 1797 Long Barn 
Way, Stockton, CA 95207), 1989. 431 pp, 
illus. ISBN 0-929824-00-8. $19.95. 
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DA NAZAR GHASHI, a collection of poems in 
Pashtu by Rahmatshah Sahel, compiled by 
the ROA Min. of Frontier Affairs. 2,000 
copies printed by Ariana Press, Kabul. 
121 pp. BNA 1/25 

"How the Good Guys Won in Afghanistan" by 
Zalmay Khalilzad in THE WASHINGTON POST, 
2/12/89. P. C 1. 

"The Soviets' Ugly Exit - Do Atrocities in 
Afghanistan Belie Moscow's PR?" by Rob 
Schultheis in THE WASHINGTON POST, 1/8/89. 

Cont. on p. 34 
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PERSIAN LITERATURE (Columbia Lectures on Iranian Studies #3), Ehsan Yarshater, Ed., 
State University of New York Press, 1988. 562 pp. 

This volume is conceptually interesting. While it covers literature written in 
Persian (or its antecedents) chronologically and geographically, it does not attempt 
to be comprehensive. Rather, its organization stems from a series of lectures 
given at Columbia University on the theme of Persian literature that have been 
pooled by the editor to provide an unhomogenized introduction to the subject. The 
editor also has intended all the articles to deal with imaginative literature. 
Given this latitude, some subjects have received considerable attention while 
others have been treated in a cursory manner. There is only one article devoted 
to the range of the Persian literature of Afghanistan (by Ashraf Ghani) and it leans 
heavily toward a survey of intellectual trends, rather than analysis of any aspect 
of the literature. 

Of considerable usefulness to those interested in Afghan culture, however, is the 
large section of articles on the classical period, as well as the masterful intro- 
ductory essay by Yarshatar on the development of Iranian literatures. Although 
stating emphatically certain issues that remain in some dispute (Were there a people 
called the Avestan as opposed to the Gathic? p. 5; Was the social & political organi- 
zation of the Turanians markedly "nomadic" as opposed to that of the Iranians? p. 9), 
the essay treats matters of style and language lucidly for the benefit of those new 
to the field of Persian literature. 



KNT 



Twenty- three authors contributed to this work, some like Annemarie Schimmel and Yar- 
shater contributing more than one article. The authors' names appear in the table 
of contents but not at the start or end of the articles, perhaps to lessen the 
choppiness. Most of the articles are well edited although a few suffer from care- 
less typing and spelling mistakes. Two useful features of the volume are the index 
of proper names and cultural terms and the selected bibliography of translations 
from Persian literature. No translations of Dari material appear in spite of the 
in-print English language poetry of Kh. Khalili and others. 

This volume provides a useful collection of articles by experts, many of whom have 
published widely on the subjects of their articles presented here. Neither intended 
to nor capable of replacing standard reference works on Persian and Iranian literature 
such as Iranian Literature , edited by Jan Rypka, and E.G. Brown's A History of Persian 
Literature , this volume is a useful supplement, particularly on the subject of the 
modern Persian literature of Iran. 

Eden Naby 

,95 Brimfield, 



12/25 "Constructive Laughter' 



The Jouittaiists' Union 
of the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan has recently br- 
ought out "Constructive 
"Laughting" written by 
Dr. Assadullaev and Ka- 
<fim Ahang and is now 
available in bookstalla. 
The authors of this book 
are both well-known jou- 
rnalists and give a prof- 
ound analysis of these 
interesting genes in jou- 
rnalism. 

Bariq Shafiee, Chair- 
man of the Journalists' 

Union of RA has written 
a preiace to tne book 
that says in part: "This 
gene "satire" has been 
on usage in the Afghan 
print media since long 
and we can cite various 
forms of this geiie. So far 
the systematic and scien- 
tific itudy of this genes 
and researches on this 



In the first chapter of feuiiletoniat of A;^haai*> 
the book, the authors de- tan. He used to y unveil 
scribe the world satire the repression vxd restr- 
and its usage in the anc- ictlons that wen* inflect- 
ient literatune of Rome ^ on his loumalistic 
and the dsalcal literature, works, throu^ his feuill- 
of Darl and works of Ro- etons. He also criticized 
daki. Ferdauii, Saadi, the negattve elements of 
Nasir Khitrau and Obaid his era through such sat- 
Zakani in particular. In irical writings, 
the proceedings chapters "Be Pronapt towaros 
prineiplei of typiflcatloii salvation" was the first 
of satire, deflnation of feuilleton of MahmuJ 
feuilleton and its satiric- Tarzl depicted political 
subject have not been al and literary aspecta and social shortcoming of 
made. This is the time of and the fact that the sa- the ti.ne. Later he wrote 
great pleasure that now tirical mkteriai had been "War and Peace and Soo 
we have the privileges published in the Afghan thsayer" his another feu- 
and abilities to have acc- press for the first time in illeton in Serajui Akh- 
ess forward to the jour- Serajul Akhbar Afghan- abar both having poiiti- 
nalists a book under the i» (Mizan 16, 1290 Hljn) cal themes. He not only 
title of" "Constructive ^he forms of feuilleton redicules local elements 
Laughing" that embrac- and pamphlete are wide- but also foreign issues 
es two satirical gene na- described. Vlema Ma- and figures. The author 
mely feuilleton and hmud Tarzl is introduced writes; "Works of Mahm- 
pamphlete." the book as the first ud Tarzi openly showed 

3 3 that he condemned e\als 



Massachusetts 



and devilishes of the soc- 
iety and criticized the 
anti-sociai acts 

After the feuilletons of 
Tarzi's era, the book dep- ^ S 
icts feuilletons of the -| 
Anis daily in the first 5 id 
year of its establishment | 
Mahioddin Ains, the « 5 
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first editor-in-chief and ti *' 2 £ i 
founder of the paper wr- S ™ 
ote his first feuilleton "2 S ol 
and published in this 
paper under the title of 
"Presented to the court of 
the Munificent of the 
gifts". He depicted the 
involvement of the police 
time in robberies and 
corruption under the sa- 
tirical diction of his feu- - ^ ^ -r 
illeton. The book telU ^ % t. ^ ^ 
the story of Mahioddin 
Aqis who waa pullad for 
'Iri'al for pviblishipu ».t 
irical writings as well at n 
of Mahmoud Tarzi who * 
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LETTER5 



To the Editor: 

I am writing to comment, I hope for publication in the Afghanistan Forum , on Prof. 
Nake Kamrany's review in the January, 1989 issue of Abdul Samad Ghaus's book, "The 
Fall of Afghanistan." In particular, I want to express a few thoughts about Mohammad 
Daoud, whom I came to know quite well while I was US Ambassador to Afghanistan from 
November, 1973 to June 1978. 

There is certainly much negative that can be said about Daoud. He was an ambitious 
and ruthless dictator. As time went on, he increasingly disregarded the counsel of 
wise men and restricted his inner circle mostly to sycophants, a failing common to 
dictators. He was incredibly naive about the Soviet Union, perhaps even to the end 
of his life, although there is evidence, well presented by Mr. Ghaus, that he was 
becoming better aware of Soviet designs in the last couple of years. Prompted no 
doubt by some of the Communists who accompanied him into power in 1973, he was highly 
suspicious of the United States, but I would not say that he was ant i- American. 

One anecdote will illustrate more than one of the foregoing points. In one of my 
first conversations with him in late 1973, he mentioned with some passion his un- 
happiness at being called the "Red Prince" by the New York Times when he approved 
the Soviets' constructing the Salang road. He vigorously asserted that he would 
never permit Soviet tanks to come down that road. 

As Mr. Ghaus details, as time went on after his coup of July, 1973, he weeded Commu- 
nists out of his inner circle, sought alternatives to Soviet assistance, both economic 
and military, from other countries, and entered into a dialogue with Pakistan on the 
"Push tunis tan" issue. All of these moves indicated that he was trying to distance 
himself a bit from the Soviets. Arguably, it was too late. Bringing the Soviets 
into the Afghan military in the 1950s proved to be a fatal mistake as American diplo- 
mats like Leon Poullada and Armin Meyer warned at that time. And Daoud 's own 
ruthlessness deserted him when he failed to dispose of Taraki, Babrak and Amin 
when he had them arrested in April, 1978. 

So I agree with Prof. Kamrany that Daoud "went for broke and lost in the superpower 
game." (I would not say the same about Naim whose influence on his brother was 
sharply reduced in 1977-78.) But I also agree with Louis Dupree who, in the epi- 
logue of the 1973 edition of his book, "Afghanistan," states that "Daoud Khan is 
neither pro-Russian, pro-Chinese, nor pro-American: be is vigorously pro-Afghan." 

Daoud deserves a biography. Will Prof. Dupree, Prof. Kamrany or someone else under- 
take it? 

Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 
Sonoma , California 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS - cont. from p. .32 



"A Remarkable Realism on Afghanistan - 
Gorb'achev Saw the Futility, We Should 
See the Opportunity" by Graham Allison 
in the LOS ANGELES TIMES, 2/17/89. 

Michael Dobbs wrote two articles for 
THE WASHINGTON POST: "Afghan Pullout 
Marks Historic Reversal for Soviets" 
(2/13/89) & "In Service of the Mother- 
land - Soviet Society Bears Wounds of 
Afghan War" (2/14/89) . 



"Enemies amid America's Afghans" by 

Richard Mackenzie in INSIGHT, 1/23/89. 

Several people linked to the ROA have 

settled in the US & their residency 

upsets some . An Afghan woman whose father was a 

beloved leader before the invasion now 
lives in Maryland. Like the others, she is 
aghast at some of those coming to Amer- 
ica. 'There is an Afghan poem," she says. 
"It reads, 'Whatever type of clothes you 
wear. Til know you from your walk.' " 
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THE KABUL TIMES 

Ten more projects approved in 



The permanent comm- 
ission of the council of 
ministers on domestic 
and foreign investments 
recently held a meeting 
under fte chairmanship 
of Saved Amanuddin 
Amin. Deputy Prime Mi- 
nister and president of 
the economic consultat- 
ive council. 

To further enhance the 
role of private entrepr- 
eneurs the commission 
approved ten private pr- 
ojects with an initial ca- 
pital of Afs. 180 million 
and working capital of 
Afs 412 million, the pro- 
jects are as follows: 

— Faqir plastic produe- 
tiOB project: 

This project will be es- 
tablished with an initial 
capital of Afs. 40 million 
and working capital of 
Afs. 90 million at Indua- 
tnal estate. 

Its annual production 
will be 18 thousand sets 



private sector 



of 52 pieces of plasco dis- 
hes. The project will also 
provide job opportunity 
for 70 persons. 

— Herat. Shiaxai. Say- 
eq and Ibn Yainiii cons- 
traction projeets: 

These four projects 
will be established in 
Harat. Baikh, Ghazni and 
Jauzjan provinces with 
initial capitals of 19. 21. 
20-and 16 million Afs and 
final capitals of Afs. 39. 
41. 40 and 36 million res- 
pectively. Each one of th- 
ese projects will have an 
annual production capa- 
city of 26. 30. 30 and 25 
thousand cubic metres. 
These projects will also 
provide job opportunity 
for 95 permanent and 380 
temporary workers. 

— Mazar metai proj- 
ect: 



This project will stirt 
functioning in Mazar-i- 
Sharif city with an init- 
ial capital of Afs. five 
million and working cap- 
ital of Afs seven million. 
Its annual production ca- 
pacity will be 400 chairs. 
400 tables. 84 doo- 
rs. 150 cupboards and 
metal works at a cost of 
Afs. four million. The pr- 
oject will provide empl- 
oyment for 20 persons. 

AJunad Hadi MitoHslav- 
es prodaciiw peajeat: 

The project will start 
functioning with an ini- 
tial capital of more than 
Afs eleven million a*d 
working capital of Afs. 
30. million. This project 
will be set up in Puii- 
Charkhi industrial estate. 

The annual production 
of this project will be 20 



thousand pressure cook- 
ers and will provide em- 
ployment for 23 persons. 

Arf liawaa socks loiitt- 
iOK project: 

This project will be set- 
up with an initial capital 
of Afs 12 million and 
working capital of ^fs 
23 million in Puli-Chark- 
hi industrial estate. The 
annual production capa- 
city of the project will 
be 300 thousand pairs of 
socks and will provide 
job for 20 people. 

Fmit PackiBff imd pro- 
cess project: 

This project will be set 
up in the industrial est- 
ate with an initial cap- 
ital of Afs six million and 
working capital of more 
than ten million. The pr- 
oject will be processing 
annually 1000 tons of dry 
fruit, produce bags of 
different sizes for pack- 
ing of dry fruits and 2000 



New aspects in Afghan-Soviet 
economic cooperation 



Since March 27, indus- 
trial units have been bu- 
ilt in the Afghan privace 
sector with an easy-tenii 
Soviet credit. This 5U-rnil- 
lion-ruble credit will go 
to build another 15 un-.ts. 
expected to improve the 
economy, writes G. Yezh- 
ov, candidate of econo- 
mics. 

Mutually beneficial co- 
ntacts with Afghan en- 
trepreneurs highlight 3 
new turn in our economic 
relations, which is dictat- 
ed by the national recon- 
ciliation policy. One of 
its aims is to reinvigorate 
the private and mixed ec- 
onomic sectors. In April 
1987, intergovernmental 
documents were signed in 
Kabul to more deeply in- 
volve the private sector 
in the Afghan-Soviet co- 
operation. For the fir.^t 
time agreement was rea- 
ched on building projects 
fo' the private sector wi- 
th Soviet credits and tech- 
nological assistance. Un- 
der the agreement, the So- 
viet organisations carry 
out design and prospect- 
ing, supply the equipm- 



ent, mate's and spares, 
and help with assemblv 
and adjustment work. 

The trade pattern has 
alsii beer updated. Visit- 
ing Kabul last January, 
Soviet Foreign Minister 
Shevardnadze said. "We 
are maintaining good tra- 
de with Afghan merch- 
ants. 

Opportunities are op- 
en for its rapid expansi- 
on'. They are intensively 
being tapped in frontier 
trade, which is developing 
dynamically: form 5.3 mil- 
lion rubles in 1987 to over 
27 million in the first nine 
months of this year. Uz- 
bekistan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenia have the grea- 
test share in it, supplying 
construction materials, 
equipment, foods, utens- 
ils, fabrics, etc. 

Showing a comprehen- 
sive approach to trade 
and economic contacts 
with Afghanistan, the So- 
viet Union expands aid 
to its public sector. In 
recent years, two motor 
tools have been put into 
operation and the first- 
ever fundry opened at 



the Jangalak Factory in 
Kabul. The major Pul-i- 
Khumri-ll hydro for 
the northern Afghan n- 
dustry and Darupta poA'- 
or plant near Jalalabad 
have been built. In carlv 
1987. the Soviet-assisted 
plants generated nearly 
two thirds of the coun- 
try's electricity. 

Agriculture is a major 
cooperation area. Last Fe- 
bruary a big contract was 
siRned on technical assist- 
ance in building the Kok- 
cha cotton-growing state 
farm in Afghanistan. By 
1990 it will develop 2.000 
hectares of irrigated land 
and build production fa- 
cilities for construction 
workers and operators, as 
well as a livestock farm- 
ing unit. The farm will 
produce 50,000 tons of 
fine-fibre cotton, or as 
much as the entire coun- 
try does today. 

Space club membership 
opens up broad prospects 
for Afghan economic de- 
velopment. During the 
joint Afghan-Soviet spa- 
ce flight, detailed photo* 
of Afghan territory were 



taken fur qoological sur- 
vey and siting of indust- 
ries, hydrutechnical str- 
uctures and communica- 
tions. 

The fri'.'ndly Afghan- 
Soviet cooperation is en- 
tering a new phase. Rel- 
ying on the beneficial 
new political thinking, it 
is shedding the earlier lop- 
sided stereotypes and be- 
coming more open to the 
realities. Peaceful sett- 
lement must now rely on 
a solid economic and so- 
cial basis, and interests of 
the broad population seg- 
ments must be taken into 
account. This is reflected 
in the long-term program 
for economic, technical 
and trade cooperation for 
the period up to the year 
2000, which was signed 
in Moscow in September. 
In this program problems 
of the public and private 
sectors are taken into ac- 
count at this high level 
for the first time. The 
new forma and content, 
with which we enrich our 
cooperation, are an ear- 
nest of its further deve- 
lopment. (APN) 



cans. With the establisn- 
ment of this project work 
opportunity will be prov- 
ided for 15 persons. 

IVfoJtabai bakery: 

This project will be set 
up with an initial capital 
of Afs six million and 
working capital of Afs. 
ten million in the Indus- 
trial estate. Its annual pr- 
oduction will be 200 tons 
biseuit and 80 tons of 
pastries. It will_ provide 
work opportunity for 
persons. 

Furthermore the com- 
mission approved the 
procedure on attracting 
the. eotrepreneors- for the-, 
restoration of barron la- 
r.dz which was prooosed 
by the Agriculture " antj-' 
Land Ref^jrms Ministry. 
Abo the eomitaission 
discussed the prc-x).^:3is 

?.-.tnjpreneur3 ,iid .ls^- 
cesiary dov.i:.:ons were ta- i 
)t.'n to th-,; cSToct j 
(By OCT reporter FarnMi) i 

DECEMBER 13, 1988 

Payam, mouth- 
piece of party id«as 

Hailing the 24th foun- 
ding anniversary of the 
People's Democratic Pa- 
rty of .'Afghanistan, the 
first issue of the daily 
'Payam'. publication of 
the Central Committee of 
the PDPA appeared yest- 
erday in four pages with 
a beautiful format with 
Bariq Shafie. member of 
the Central Committee 
of the PDPA as its editor- 
in-chief. 
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Payam which succeeds 
Haqiqat-i-Enqilab-i-Saur 
and other preceding Party 
Organs will depict in 
conditions of national ac- 
cord, the efforts for term- 
ination of the war. creati- 
on of a broad-based gov- 
ernment, the solution of 
all the existing conflicts 
in the country through po- 
litical dialogue and polit- 
ical pluralism. • " ' 

Payam, the publication 
of the Central Committee 
of the party is bound tu 
give a strong impetus to 
the country's progressive 
movement. Payam which 
literally means "message" 
should certainly disciiarge 
its task, that ia the mess- 
age of peace, progress, hu- 
maniam, intemationaUam. 
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Self-sufficiency in medicine production 



The PharmaceuticAl 
Department has produc- 
ed, during the • last six 
months, medicines o£ dif- 
ferent kinds with a totii 
cost o£ 84111577,00 Afg- 
hanis. Also,, in the same 
period, the department 
has exported drugs and 
medical equipment to fo- 
reign companies with a 
cost of 486476117,27 Af- 
ghanis. The figures sh- 
ow an increaise of 15,64 
percent in produetioa and 
41,23 percent in export 
comparing the plans of 
last two years. 

Mohammad Hassan 
Forutan, commereitJ de- 
puty of the department 
said to KT correspond- 
ent: "The Pharmaceuti- 
cal Department this year 
has given the permiwton 
of import of m«didne and 
medical tools costing 
827672200 US dollars to 
the national traders of 
the private section. 

During the. past eight 
months, the department 
has acid medicine and 
medical equipments wi- 
th jrtetal cost of 827672200 
Afghanis. Import of the 
department and the ac- 
tivities of the whole-sale 
suppliers meet the 75 
percent need of the citi- 
zens of the capitaL 

Our compatriots jb> 
tain their medicine from 
97 state drugstores in 
different parts of the co- 
untry 9# whieft 37 of 
them are functioning in 
the capitaL Recently the 
departinent opeaed a new 
drugstore in Sari Pul pr- 
ovince to meet the reed 
of the people. 

Forutan went un to 
layr "the ^epflrtment ma- 
nufactures nuTwnotis va- 
rieii«« of pills. C4|-.kles. 
lyrups, compound me- 
dicine, alcohol of 73 per- 
cent, syrum- ampuls. Ue- 
nzalkunium Cliloxidt so- 
lution, tincture, distilled 
water, Pommado. sher- 
bata, Anti-Rabis vaccines 
and other dnij^s accord- 
ing to intematUnu st;in- 
dards. The products of 
department can compete 
foreign drugs in qaality. 
Furthermore, the prirs 
of the products ar«» lower 
than the imported medi- 
cine. 

At present the labora- 
tories of the Pharmacu- 
tical Department, Hoe- 
chat Corporation and Se- 
diqi Medicine Manufact- 
uring Private Laborator- 
ies, are producing diffe- 
rent medicines ia our 
country.' The liAcratonps 
of the department can 
manufacture 122 kinds. 
Hoechst cor^ratioii 91 
kinds and Sediqi labora- 
tories 36 kinds of d'^«.r- 
ent medicines. All raw 
materials excect raism.s 



and energy it imported 
from abroad but the Hn- 
eehst Corporation obtains 
its raw material from Ho- 
echst Company in Feder- 
al-Republic of Germany. 

This department has 
new plans for the impro- 
vement and growt h of 

its production. It will 
install a new manufactu- 
ring unit of syrups in the 
near future. The new ' 
unit will increase th-j i 
production of the labora- i 
tones. Also the develop* ' 
ment projects of the cap- 
sules, ampules and syrap 
manufacturing seetioas 
of the departtneat are 
tinderway. 

The Phannaceutieal De- 
partment now in^port 
medidnes from fftreign 
companies due to.t&e>qu> 
ality and price level and 
contracts have been ma- 
de with Bulgaria and 
Indian companies suca 
as Ranbor7, and Uni- 
chem for ouying the 
technologjVof the manu- 
facture of medicine. 

The Pharmaceutical 
Department was set up 
in 1954 with an initial 
capital of 30 million Af- 
ghanis under the Minist- 
ry of Public Health. It 
has improved in many 
respects since the time 
of its Comparison of its 
establishment The 1978's 
capacity of the departm- 



ent with its present ca- 
pacity show an increase 
of 290.70 in production 
374.82 in importing and 
213.62 percent in sales. 

At present 819 persons 
are woririhg iir the de- 
partment as professional 
workers and employees. 
Tht department has also 
tried to train profession- 
al cadres. It sends out th- 
ree persons abroad each 
year in order to upgrade 
their skills in foreign 
companies. He conclud- 
ed. 

Karimullah, a pharma- 
cijt of the o^fufactur- 
iqg laboratories of the 
department said: " I am 
working in the seetioa 
for maaufacturiag solu- 
tions since three yrars. 
Our section produces sy- 
rums and sen.'; it to the 
hospitals in both the ca- 
pital and provinces nf 
the couatrSTi We are try- 
ing to accomplish outsta- 
nding service to our com- 
patriots particularly un- 
der conditions that the 
imposed war is producing 
turmoil to our people. 

We promise our com^K 
atriots that we will incr- 
ease to a substantial <9C- 
tent our productions un- 
der peaceful and tranq- 
uil conditions. 

As a pharmacist I call 
upon all those pharmac- 
ists and physicians who 
are living abroad to re°> 
turn to their native ho- 



meland in the light of 
the policy of national re> 
conciliatioa and the fa- 
cilities that are provid- 
ed by the government of 
the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan and take part togeth- 
er with us for the better 
medical service to our 
long suffered people. 

I fully support propo- 
sals of este«n«d Presid- 
ent Najibullah for the de- 
militarisation sad neut- 
rality of Afghanistan and 
proposals of esteemed Mi- 
khail Gorbachev, Gene- 
ral Secretary of the Cen- 
tral Conunittee of the 
Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union that were 
stated in the 43rd session 
of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations. 
(By: NaUd) 
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Council of Ministers 



Presided over by Pri- 
me Minister Dr. Moham- 
mad Hassan Sharq, a sess- 
ion of the Council of Min- 
isters was held yesterday. 
After hearing the report 
of the assigned' commiss- 
ion, the session approved 
the investments made bv 
the government within 
the socio-economic develo- 
pment plan for HS 1360. 
The Council of Minister 



Views on a 
comprehensive dialogue 



IntcRiatioaal 
agencies report that only 
the positioaa held by so* 
me extremist groups of 
the opposition are exeat*, 
ing barriers on tlie way 
to a major role, fonnav 
king of Afghanistan, 
hammad Zahir ia to play 
in the peaceful and poU. 
tieai Mttlemcat of the 
issues around Afghanis 
tan. Some exttemlst gr> 
oupa arc seriously opp* 
osing his rettura back to 
KabuL 

In its report on the 
Rome talks, tite BBC m- 
ys that the former king 
of Afghanistan has rece- 
ntly demanded the hold- 
ing of a broad and trad- 
itional Jlrgah for decisioa 
making on the future of 
Afghanistan and the for- 
ming -of a broad-based go- 
vernment with the partld- 
patton of the leaders of 
all political forces. 

According to other re- 
ports during the Rom* 
talks, a number of poiltl- 
eal and social peiaonallt- 
lea ezpreaaed their views 
on the political settlem- 
ent of the Afghan quc» 
tlon, the excerpta of wi>- 
Ich are presented hcr«> 
under. 



Ustad Ashraf Ghant a 
professor of a university 
of the United States says 
that it was the formcf 
government of Pakistaa 
who chose up leaden at 
the opposition forces in 
Peshawar and readerod 
to tbem all aid not for 
the God's saiDe. At least 
Pakistan wants iscend- 
big to power by those po- 
litical foroas la Afgbani- 
staa that can safeguard 
and support the interests 
of the Pak regime. 

He went oa to asy thaj^ 
the ideas aad views of 
the Pak govcnunent . on 
the Issues around Af^ 
aaistaa eouU aot be ace» 
Vtable t» the Afghaa pe- 
ople W« don't waat Afg- 
h a ni i t a a to l>e aooloayof 
Islamabad. 

Mcrfununad Ha^an 
Wulosmal, editor-ln-cki- 
«f of « paper of the opp- 
osition in Norway stated 
that the holding of a all- 
embrasaing Loya Jirgah 
(Grand Assembly) bac- 
ked by people of Afghan- 
IsUn can pave the gro- 
unds for the peaceful and 
poiitlcai letUemeat of 
Afghan questioa. 

Sabahuddin Kuahkaki 
says that all issues that 
could aggravate t*ie dlap. 
utes should be put asi- 
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de and conoentratkm be 
"made on a temporary 
and tranafonniag ^er- 
nment. ■ 

The former editor-in- 
chief of Rosgar newspa- 
per, Mohammad Yuaof ' 
Farand in an Interview 
said in Los Angeles that 
peace can be achieved 
only when a bioad-based 
govwnment la formed 
with the sUrovad supp- 
ort of the Afghan people. 

War ia AfgfaaaisUn 
may stop if comprehens- 
ive steps and meaaures 
are undertaken before 
the complete withrawai 
of the Soviet troops.from 
Afghanistan. 

He believes tiut for- 
ming of a broad-based go- 
vernment supported by 
the people of Afghanist- 
an aiyl aU residbig tribes 
and oattopalitiM, can 
brisa space t]jiii ooua* 

' try. Under such « gover- 
nment, the people of Af- 
ghanistan -.vill work for 
the reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of tbeir co- 
untry. 

He added that now wh- 
en the governments of 
the Soviet Union and 
the United SUtes have 
reached a mutual under- 
standing, we can hope a 
settlement of the issues 



r.s also decided that the 
Ministry of Interior ought 
to tentatively install I OUfl 
sets of taxi-meters m tax- 
is in Kabul city. 

It also studied the 
proposals of Kabu. Mu- 
nicipality concemins the 
acquisition of lands nee- 
ded for building Micror- 
ayon residential settlem- 
ents, distribution of plo- 
ts of land to those wh- 
ose lands are acquired 
and the ^ale of .amis ■>( 
commercial areas. 

The session confimo-.i 
after discussion, the dra- 
ft .imendment to Article 
12 of the law on t.TX <>{ 
state credentials and ad- 
ministrative documents 
and the tax on state tarr- 
ifs in the countn.''s acc- 
ounts. 

ORCEMBCR 7. \m 



Reshtia^ famous hi8torian 
denounces Rabbani 



Sayed Qasim Reshtia. a 
famous historian of the 

country who now lives in 
the alien soil, called as 
impracticable and refuti- 
ble the so-called intrem 
government idea of Muja- 
hideen advanced by the 
Seven-Partyi-Alliance, in 
an interview granted 
to Pashtow services of 
the radio BBC broadcast 
last night 

He also, criticized 6u- 
rhanuddin Rabani's asse- 
rtions that Mohammad 
Zahir, former king of Af- 
ghanistan could not play 
a role in the peace proce- 



12/31 
5 4 



in Afghanistan wUl be m shapping the future of 

achieved and Afghan pe- Afghanistan. 

ople can he saved from m_ u 

clutchc. var a.-:d blpo- ^7^^"**^ r°"t 

dshed. 1^ 26 <BIA) * 
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Education process in full swing 



The first upgrading co- 
urse for gradiutn ot 
the Mcondary ichoolt ot 
•ome provinces who wa- 
nt to continue their stu- 
dies in the universities of 
the country has hmn in> 
suguraM ia tha Kabul 
Unlversitjr. 

At pr ss a nt from tba 
Badakhshan. Faryab, Ba- 
ghlan, KundiB, Panraa 
and Kapisa provinces 
55 graduates ara eiiraU° 
ed ia tha eouiaa who wiU 
paas the eatraaea examin- 
atloa for universitias. The 
students are being taught 
by nine qualified lectur- 
an of tha Sabul Uafvar* 
tity. 

Or. Aminullah Qay- 
um, president of tha U- 
ghcx' education of tba 
Ministry of Vocatioaal 
and Higher Zdueatkm 
said to a KT cortespuud- 
ent: "^ith tha enaptlOB 
of Maagarhar, Herat, Ba- 
Ikh and Ja«s]aa provin- 
ces, graduataa of tha 
Nst of tha proviBoes' ot 
tha couatry m already 
asJced to coma to tha ca- 
pital and join the eouraa. 
Aa per tha deeisoa of 
the Couadl of lOaisters 
of the Republic of Afgh- 
snisten six mllUon Afgh- 
snis have beea put aside 
for tha lodging of tha 
sbove mantioBed stnda- 
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nts. 

SUtistics of the llini- 
ttry of Education and 
the education departm- 
ents of the provinces of 
the country indicate th- 
at over 700 graduatca of 
tha provincial ly- 
cees iiiiirnsssi] da- 
sire for attending uatv^ 
eraities, but dua to soma - 
problems snd tha aaad 
of some graduates for 
stopping education and 
work, only 500 graduataa 
will travel to Kabul aad 
Join our couna. 

Since the academic y»r 
ar of some of tha pravin- 
dal lyceea ended by the 
begining of the current 
month, it is expected that 
tiie graduates will coma 
to tha capital by IMh of 
January. But we provided 
those graduates who si* 
ready have come, all fae- 
ilittea including lodgtag. 

The Issaona start at 
9 ajn. aad eoatlaue after 
lunch break till 2 p-tn. 
T^ Bi taaat (wursa will 
eoatiaua tmtU Pelt, tl, 
1989 aad thay will under- 
go the eatraaea examia- 
atioa aloag with tha other 
studeats later. 

The third round of the 
entranM examination he- 
ld on January 5 ia which 
took part 1100. graduates 
of tha vocational lyceea 
snd eveniag schools, re- 



ligious madrassas and 

candidates for evening 
faculties. 

Dr. Aminullah Qayura 
singled out the entran- 
ce exam of this year ahd 
went on to say: "Sntran- 
ce Exams of this year 
were distiactlve ia tU 
respects. In the first, and 




Ahmad Jawid. 

second rounds of the ex- 
ams, more than 5700 stud- 
ents take part As per the 
resolution of the Council 
of Ministers, tha qnota 
system that allowed so- 
me graduates to enter ua- 
iversitles without pass- 
ing the entrance exam 
has been removed. The 
board of entrance exam- 
inations of the luiversf- 
ties are glade snd satisf- 
ied with the new regulat- 



ion. The results of the 
exams will be announced 
by March 20th, at the 
conclusion of all rounds 
of the exams. 

As a lecturer and ss 
a worker of the Educat- 
ion with excellaat rec- 
ords la the couatry, I 
consider peace and sec- 
urity useful and vital for 
the normal flow of the 
education and training of 
qualified cadres. I fully 
support proposals ci Pr- 
esident Naiibullah and 
Soviet leader Mikhail 
GorbacheY on a just a \ 
peaceful settlement ef 
the issues around Afgh;^ 
nistan snd call the talks 
of Yull Vorontsov, Soviet 
ambassador in Kabul wi- 
th the oppositon repr»> 
sentatives in Iran and 
Pakistan as useful and 
effective step and a new 
hope for achieving a 
durable peace in our co- 
untry." 

Ahmad Jawid, a gradu- 
ate of the. Abu' Obald Jaw- 
zjanl Lycea said in sn 
interview ta a' KT corr- 
espondent: "Last year 
the graduates of tlie pr- 
ovincial lyceee wen ad- 
mitted to 'the tmiversit- 
lea without passing the 
entrance exam with the 
standard of the average 
of their marks la the last 



three years of seconder/ 
period. I think that / was 
not a suitabia and metic- 
ulous methotl. One can 
distinguish an open diff- 
erence between the exams 
of this year and the pr- 
evious yesrs. Due to the 
decisions of the govern- 
ment, the education dep- 
artment of tha Jawzjaa 
province srad us to tha 
capital by plana. I will 
pass the exam ia tha last 
round and now I atten- 
ded the upgradiag e<Mir- 
se which will undoubted- 
ly help us to have a 
high preparedness for the 
exams. The KU prodded 
us with lodging. Beside 
studying in the present 
course, the students who 
came from different pr- 
ovinces exchange exper- 
iences with eaea other. 
We also use library of 
the Kabul University. Ac- 
cording to me, the entr- 
snce examination of the 
universities U the onlv 
touch atone wherebv fal- 
enbi can be distinguished 
snd analysed. 

M\ the youth ol the 
country an strURRling 
for peace and tranquility 
in our common lionie for 
under peaceful conditltms 
we can continue our stu- 
dies very well. 

JAM. 7 (»«hafat> 



Economic 
achievements" 



It is ten years tliat tiie 
: lames of war have been 
fanning up in our ancient 
country Aighanistan. the 
bloody anii erosive war 
whic^ has been imposed 
on our country and peop- 
le by the reaction and im- 
perialism. It should be 
admitted that this war baa 
inflicted a lot of damages 
and losses on our society 
and particularly on the 
developing economy of 
our country. 

This war, in addition tc, 
making our yourtli, this 
woriring force of the cou- 
ntry, martyred, disabled 
and wounded,, has turned 
out a lot of ag:c^cuiturai 
and fruit-bearing- landslip 
deserts and. banen' landtL 
Likewise, this- war has 
made a great number of 
the productlTe institutio- 
ns of our country out of 
operation, thus impoaing 
a lot of damages on our 
beloved country. It is for 
this reason that the. peop- 
le of Afghanistan now te- 
nd curses to war 
and war mongers and call 
for immediate cessation 
of war in this country. 

Having perceived the 
advene effects of war, 
the state at the Republic 
of Afghanistan proclaim- 
ed the policy of natloai 



reconciliation two years 
^30 in a bid to prevent 
fu.lher destructions, and 
social and economic dam- 
ages and to relubilitate 
the country. The state 
made the policy of nation- 
al reconciliation as tlie 
firm basis of Its aettvitles 
serving the cause ol peo- 
ple and Interest of the 
homeland. 

"Die main purpose is 
to bring peace and tranq- 
uility in tl» country with 
.realisation of than ins- 
matrtarlan policy of natlo 
nai reconciliation and to 
put off the burning flam- 
es of the war as a whole 
so as our 

fellow countrymen 
could start doing constru- 
ctive work in various t9- 
pects of our life in an at- 
mosphere of peace and fr- 
iendship a nd to be gin and 
-ontinue with the develo- 
pment of the economy of 
the country. 

Despite the continuati- 
on of war and de8tructii>. 
ns, the past two years ha- 
ve been accompanied by 
specific gains for the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan partic- 
ularly in the economic ar- 
ea. In this period new ec- 
onomic sectors and syste- 
ms have been established 
In the country and effor- 
ts have been made to ut- 



ilize the possibilities of 
all economic systems and 
sectors with the main obj- 
ect to increase the produc- 
tion of comnrKKiities nee- 
ded by the public. Furth- 
er dynamism was achiev- 
ed by working with nati- 
onal entrepreneurs craft- 
esmen and national trade- 
rs. 

Durig the two years of 
the realisation of the po- 
licy of natiptial reconcilia- 
tion the first conference 
of national entrepreneu- 
rs, the congress of craftes- 
men and the nationwide 
conference of natioxial tr- 
aders Were held. The Ec- 
onomic Consultative Co- 
uncil was set up as a spe- 
cial self-administrative 
organ of the activities of 
private sector and aa a bo- 
dy linking the organic ec- 
onomic policy Of the state 
with the activities of the 
state in ail economic are- 
a.s. 

During the lost two ye- 
ar (from late 1365 to the 
dose of Sunbula 1367) the 
number of projects appr- 
oved in the private sector 
reached 338 of which 8« 
projects have been estab- 
lished with a final capital 
of 1.12 billion Afjjhanis. 
Only in the first half of 
1367 a total number of 
83 projects with a total 
capital of 365 billion Af- 
ghanis were approved. 
The projects approved in 
the first half of the curre- 
nt Afghan year, that ia 



the second year of the 

realisation of the policy 
of national reconciliation, 
have increased quantillat- 
ively three folds and from 
the point of view of final 
capital 35 times compared 
with the first sear of the 
revolution, 1357. 

During this period 50 
legal and normative doc- 
uments have been pub- 
lished and enforced in 
the country for the purp- 
ose of consolid^ng the 
legal and economic sta- 
te relations with private 
investors. The salary of 
a number of catagories of 
the state employees and 
workers has been raised 
and grounds have been 
prepared for the supply 
of essential commodities 
to personnel of the armed 
forces at very low prices 
through mililtary commer- 
cial outlets. Similary cou- 
pon materials have been 
distributed to a numher 
of family members of ma- 
rtyrs of revolution, disab- 
led, handicaped and reti- 
red employees. 

In 1366 the state of the 
Republic of Afghanistan 
paid keen attention to the 
purchase of wheat from 
inside the country and In 
this way it bought a total 
•imount of 187.nO0 tons 
wheat This fii^ure is reco- 
rded tor the first time la 
the history of the country. 

Another gain of the po- 
licy of national reconcili- 
ation in the economic fie- 
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Id is the establishment of 
direct sooperation betw- 
een the provinces of the 
Republic of Aifghanistan 
and 12 republics and 18 
provinces of the Soviet 
Union. Likewise, during 
this period with the concl- 
usion of long term econo- 
mic and technical cooper- 
stion agreements betwe- 
en the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan and the Soviet Un- 
ion until 2000, new pa- 
ges have been opened in 
the Afghan-Soviet frien- 
dship book. 

In order to help the pri- 
vate sector in Afghani- 
stan, the Soviet Union 
has provided the Republ- 
ic of Afghanistan with a 
50-milIion rouble credit 
equivalent to 76 million 
dollars under easv term. 
With this credit 171 priva- 
te-mixed projects will 
be financed in the cou-nt- 
r,'. I 

In addition to this, the 
economic 'and ■ technics^ 
cooperations of other frie- 
ndly countries ha\ j been 
attracted towards the Re- 
public of Afghanistan du- 
ring this period. 

The United NaUons 
Organisation has worked 
out great hun anistic pro- 
jects for the rehabilitation 
of Afghanistan which will 
amount to two billion 
dollars. Included in this 
amount is $600 million 
Soviet assistance to Afgh- 
anistan. 

The state of the Repub- 



lic of Afghanistan has un- 
dertaken a series of usef- 
ul activities during the 
years of realisation of 
the policy of national rec- 
onciliation to serve those 
compatriots who return 
home from abroad for ex- 
ample the state has trans- 
ferred 18 million Afghanis 
to meet only the transpor- 
tation charges of repatri- 
ates. 

It should be said that 
they are-Tiot all but some 
economic activities carri- 
ed out during the two ye- 
ars of the realisation of 
the policy- of national rec- 
-onclllation. AH thesie sU6«" 
cesses are scored by our 
people not under normsl 
but war con- 
ditions, amidst su- 
ffocating smoke and fire. 
Had there not been the 
cursed imposed war tl>e 
number of these gaina wo- 
uld have been far greater 
today indeed. 

We believe that simol- 
taneously with the hill 
realisation of the policy 
of national reconciliation 
war will be ended and a 
nationwide peace ensur- 
ed in our country through 
the realisation of the hu- 
manitarian policy of nat- 
ional reconciliation and 
implementation of the 
recent constructive pro- 
posals of the Republic of 
Afghanistan and grounds 
will be prepared for use- 
ful and peaceful work in 
all fields of life including 
economic area. 

The people of the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan are ve- 
ry much tired of war. Mo- 
re shifting horizons are op- 
ening in all aspects of our 
life particularly in econo- 
mic area. 

(Tawa«8) - 

JANUAKT 1* 1 



"In order to laugh and learn" 



"Shir Agha and Shirin 
Gul'", is the name of 
the first Afghan TV ser- 
' ial round that will soon 
be screened through TV 
sets all over the count- 
ry. The serial with its ec- 
onomic themes consists 
of 26 parts, 23 parts of 
which are already made 
' shots in Kabul. Outsta- 
nding actors are starring 
in the comic serial wh- 
ich is directed by Aisha 
JalaL Script of ihe film 
is written by Wahid Sa- 
madzai, Haroon Yusofi, 
Sarwar Anwari and Na- 
jib Sakib and Haji Mo- 
hammad Kamran, Ham- 
ida Abdullah. Murtaza 
Baeqra, Huma Mustam- 
andi, F. Ebadi. Mashai 
Hunaryar. Mohammad 
Isa, Hakim Atrafi and 
Khurshid are among the 
leading personalities. 

Besides artists of the 
Radio-Television of Afg- 
hanistan, the educational 
1 and training Radio and 
Television also takes an 
active part in the produ- 
ction of the new serial. 
Dr. Qasimyar is the 
production manager, La- 
tif Rasuli, producer. Ne- 
matullah Hamid, assis- 
tant producer, Abdul 
Razaq Majidi^ techni- 
cal director and Ah- 
mad Zia Ilmi, Danishju 
and Ghulam Rahman 
are cammeramen of the 
serial. 

Haji Mohammad Kam- 
ran. the famous comic is 
appearing as the hero Sh- 
ir Agha and Hamida Ab- 
dullah as heroin Shirin 



Gul. 

Comedy and instruct- 
ive elements interming- 
led in the film as a sour- 
ce of the Educational and 
Training Radio and TV 
said: 'The serial depicts 
family and social life of 
the Afghan society and 
medical instttaction aoch 
as child and mother hea- 
lth, immunitjr oi the eh* 
ildren's against severe 
diseases of the childho* 
od, vaccination on due 
time and environment hy- 
giene and sanitary scie- 
nce. The serial heipt fa- 



milies to improve their 
health. 

The serial is produced 
with the financial aid of 
the UNICEF and will be- 
dubbed in foreign langu- 
ages also and will be sc- 
reened by UNICEF in 
the 'developing nations of 
the South-Eeast Asia. 

The coloured serial em- 
braces a lot to attract and 
each part is lasted 25-30 
minutes and all parts of 
serial will be screened in 
a six months period. 

Answering another qu- 



estion the source added: 
"The Educational and' Tr- 
aining Radio and Telev- 
ision is active under the 
Ministry of Information 
and Culture. Popular Sc- 
ience, Health for All, Li- 
teracy and Instructive 
Points are among the 
important and regular 
programmes of the Edu- 
cational and Training 
Radio and Television tr- 
ying to give most useful 
instructions to children, 
school pupils, teachers 
and illiterate persons. 
(By: Z. Rubaa) 
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'umir fourteen storied building in the capital. 



The Printing Depart- 
ment of the Kabul Uni- 
versity has always publ- 
ished books, supplements 
of readings, pamphlets, 
lectures, notes, scientific 
magazines and other tea- 
ching material, since its 
establishment. 

In recent years alone 
the Kabul University has 
published 192 different 
books with a total circul- 
ation of 121550 copies. 

From the above men- 
tioned number, 19 books 
belonged to the Faculty 
of Literature, 16 to the 
Natur»»l Science, 22 to 
the rharmacy, 14 to the 
Geology, 21 to the Histo- 
ry and Philosophy and 
7 books to the Journal- 
ism ana Education fac- 
ulties. 

Besides the teaching 
material, the Kabul Un- 
iversity has also publish- 
ed literary books of ge- 
neral use. "The day from 
which the April revolut- 
ion bom", "we have to 
learn from Ferdauil" in 

the birth place of the 



192 books published by KU 
Printing Press 



Sun", "With the violets 
of the rain", 'in the red 
lanes of the twilight" and 
"the roughcast of the 
axe" all coUectiona and 
anthologies of poems by 
the professors of the Ka- 
bul University and "the 
biography of Mia Faqir- 
ullah Jalalabad!" by Us- 
tad Hablbi "Mooniah fa- 
ce" a novel by Rabat Za- 
khili, "Karl Marx" and 
"Lev Tolstoy" "the mir- 
ror of the April revolu- 
tion" are the name of pr- 
iceless books published 
by the printing stetion 
of the KU. The Party Co- 
mmittee, and Cultural 
Council of the KU held 
the major part in the pr-, 
inting of such books. 

The Printing Departm- 
ent of the KU has publ- 
ished recently the foll- 
owing books: "Kbushbal 
Khan Khatak" in two vo- 
lumes in Dari and Sng- 
lish,"Hutakian", "Dewai- 
ptlve bibUgraphy". "An 



index of the scientific 
works and monographs", 
"List of the books publ- 
ished by the KU" in two 
volumes in Dtri and En- 
glish and "The new In- 
ternational Economic 
Order". 

In order to provide 
more f adlitlea to stude- 
nts and wipplng of tbe old 
and systeinatlxe writing 
notes, the Kabul Unive- 
rsity has publlahed 1712 
lecture notes with a to- 
tal circulation of 364769 
copies (.inee 1978. 

Haniid Raabid, head 
of tbe Printing Depart- 
ment of the KU said: 
"We publish the text 
books for differenf fac- 
ulties of the KU after 
tbey were compiled and 
written by the profes»> 
on and lecturers. The bo- 
oks should be cheeked 
and signed by the scien- 
tific councils of the resp- 
ective faculties and the 
seientifle and methodolof- 
Ical council of the Mlni- 
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stry of the Vocational 
and Higher Education. 
The Printing Departm- 
ent publiabea books in tbe 
up-to-date systeiAs of 
printing with the coUsIk 
oration of tbe ifigber and 
Vocational Kdueaiion Mi- 
nistry and after binding, 
are distributed to tbe 
faeultiea and libraries of 
the Kabul University. 

He added:" "Guide to 
the t^aberatory of tbe 
Plants' diaeases", planft 
Mnrphology and "The ch- 
emical contnd of - tbe 
useless gfw^ 0^ tbe Fae- 
tilty of Agriculture, "Ge- 
ometry in three volum- 
es" of tbe FarUty of Na- 
tural Sdencet.I'Metbodo- 
logy and history of the 
Geogrnphy" of tbe gaolo- 
gy Faculty and 'The oa- 
tUe breeding^ of tbe « 
Faculty of Veterinary S 
sciences are all it py aa a 
nt under print 

"Tite Science'' is the 
quarterly of tbe Kabul >t 
University that carry se* ^ 
tentific and researches of p 
the teaching staff of the z 
KU.' i 



A pastoral society 

^ Afghanistan is an underdeweiBPMi country das- 
sifiad among the 40 poorwt in tiM «M>r1d. It po«- 
sassM no huga natural rMourcas. Its main lourca of 
wealth, coal, comas from 1 3 minaa in tha oantra of 

th« country. 

Gas and oil have baan discovarad naar tha Soviat 
bordar to tha north but tha lattar i« «tiit not fully 
axptortad. 

Afghanistan's groaa national product In 1 985 roaa 
to US$ 3,500 miUion dasad mainiy on agncuttura. 
mining and nascent induatriaa. 

Tha yaar produced a nagativa trade balanca with 
US$ 638 million in exports and US$ 1.250 million in 
impotta which lad to a public datat of USS 1 .343 
million. 

Expcrta hava grown by laaa than 20 percent in ra> 
cem years compared to imports by over 25 percent. 

Eighty-five percent of the population worts in agri- 
cultur* - wfteat. maize, rice and seedlings, ttocM rai° 
sing or related industries. This rapraaenta half tha 
GNP. 

Agncuttura ia infhianoed by tha geographic condi- 
tjona, dry cliniMa and feudal ratetiona. Thua. aiabla 
lar«d which ia limttad to one in avary tan aq km is only 
a quarter exploited. 

To try to overcome these probtama agrarian reform 
waa high on tha 1 978 revolution's egenda. But only 
in the second stage was a realistic approach taken. 

In 1 984 the government diatributed 321 .000 land 
titles to peasams and confiscated 700.000 hectares 
from big landowners for 637 njral oounciia. At tha 
same time, c o o p a ra t i ya a ware giwan a booat so that 
by 1987tharawara321 wiltiatotalof SS.OOOntam- 
bers. These raoaivad aid from 1 4 stsUona engaged in 
developing machaniaatiuw. 

Afghanistan haa 25 mHHon head of stock inehiding 
sheep, goau and other anintala. Export of hidaa w«d 
other by-products is high. 

Industrial devatopmem has been obstructed by th« 
frequent attacka on faetoriae and planto causing 
milliona in losses. 

Soma 79 factories have been buitt since 1 978 and 
a further 209 are ufuJerwey. Induatriai investment for 
1 985-86 waa US$ 150 million. 

Oaapita tha affbrta of tha last decade there ia stiH 
much to be dona in improving health, education, 
science and technology. 

Then were no health can programmes before 
AprM 1 978. Expanditura in thia field haa guadruDlad 
since then but people (tiM suffer from curable disee- . 
sea such as malaria, the plegue, cholera, tuberculo- 
tis, typhus and other diseases. 

Disease and war have brought life expectancy 
down below 40 year*. Some 246 babies per 1 .000 
die before their first birthdey. 

PDPA health programmes have increased the 
number of hospital beds per 1 ,000 to 6.6 while the 
number of doctors has risen 45 percent. In 1 985 
alone 400,000 patiems were treated at heelth cen- 
traa. 

In tha same year 60,000 children waro immunised 
in a maior campaign to eradicate sonte of the most 
infectious disaasee. 

Women's and youth brigadaa have toured Afghan- 
istan offering free medical and paramedical assis- 
tance. 

Education is another prionty area for tha Afghan 
government. The programme is two-pronged: to eli- 
minate illiteracy and to gat chiidran into tha class- 
room. 

On tha ava of tha revolution illiteracy stood at 98 
percent and only four out of every 1 00 children went 
to school. Attendance is now 30 percent of the 
school-aqe pooulatmn. 

The war. however, has restncted progress. Nearly 
2.000 schools have been destroyed. A further obsta- 
cle hes been the sheer variety of lar>guages. There a re 
over 20 ethnic groups, merry of which are nomadic. 
Even so, 25.000 literacy courses were taught in 
1 986 and 5 1 6,000 people studied in claaarooms in 
factoflaa and ottier production end sarvica cantrse. 

There aro alao univaraitiaa in tha capital and Nar»- 
gahar, Mvo polytachnica, 34 teachers' collegea and 
1 7 pio n ee r palacaa and campa. 

But paeca atone will nc« haul Afghaniatan out of its 
inherited baekwardnaaa. Economic reforms are also 
essemial. The new leadership introduced changae 
which at first seemed like concessions in relation to 
the socialist political platform. But. in fact, they have 
proved essential as 80 percent of the GNP depends 
on the private sector and it is importam to erase tha 
memory of the more extremist measures under 
Amin. 

Private ownership Includes both small and 
medium-sized factones which have proved produc- 
tive. This group of owners is participating in Afghan 
political life and has contributed to the 
reconciliation process. ^ 
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12/12 - SCMP - Afghan jets bombed Kanda- 
har killing 43 people. The ROA Gov't 
said the bombing was a mistake. 

12/13 - BNA - Extremists "devastated 
the beautiful city of Kunduz" & "wreck- 
ed its ancient wealth. They set fire to 
the public utility institutions includ- 
ing the Spinzar Company..." 

- This year Army Peace Caravans have 
distributed over 16,000 tons of relief 
goods to deserving families & treated 
over 20,500 patients. 

12/14 - SCMP - The USSR & the ROA said 
the new Pakistani Gov't "can play an 
important role in an Afghan settlement 
& assist the search for ways of start- 
ing constructive inter-Afghan dialogue." 

12/15 - BNA - In Kabul about 200,000 sq. 
meters of road have been repaired & 
paved. 

12/16 - SCMP - Younis Khalis's party 
called direct elections to the 7-Party 
Alliance's proposed shura "un-Islamic . " 
His party advocates representation by 
"educated Muslims who have the support 
of the people," selected, presumably, by 
local notables. 

12/18 - BNA - Retail & wholesale trade 
in 1987 amounted to $222. 67m for exports 
& $787. 87m for imports, according to the 
Commerce Ministry. 

- In Geneva, Abdul Wakil met UN Sec'y 
Gen'l de Cuellar. 

12/19 - SCMP - The official Iranian news 
agency reported that there are almost 
2.4m Afghan refugees living in Iran. 

- BNA - Khalilullah was named ROA Min. 
of Transport; Mir Azmuddin became Min. 
of Communications. 

- The repair & restoration of the "Bahr- 
amshah & the 3rd Sultan Masood minarets" 
in Ghazni have been completed. The job 
took 3 months & cost over Afs. Im. 

12/20 - SCMP - 20 ROA soldiers were kill- 
ed & 60 injured when a Soviet-made Scud 
missile hit a garrison near Jalalabad. 
The missiles were fired from Kabul. 

12/22 - HK Standard - The ROA will insist 
that any coalition gov't must include re- 
presentatives from the PDPA, according 



to ROA VP Abdul Hamid Mohtat. 



i'*Thc PDPA (ruling Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan) is the main 
and prominent force in our 
society... It will play an im- 
portant, basic and historic 



roie in a broad-based 
national coalition govern- 
ment," Mr Mohtat said in 
an interview with Agence 
France-Presse here on 
Tuesday. 



12/23 - HK Standard - Najibullah called 
the resistance talks with Moscow a "turn- 
ing point": 

The president also hinted 
strongly that he would be 
willing to relinquish the 
presidency, a Mujahedeen 
demand, m the interests of , 

Eeace, and even lay, down 
is life for peace. 
"If in the future the peo^ 
pie have another wish, then 
their wish will be re- 
spected," Mr Najibullah 
told three journalists, in- 
cluding an Agencd France- 
Presse correi^ndent, in an 
interview ofi Wednesday at 



the. presidential palace 
here. 

"The fact that the opposi- 
tion (the Mujahedeen) have 
decided after nine years to 
come to the negotiating 
table is a turning point," a 
relaxed Mr Najibullah said. 

"They understand they 
cannot win (the war) by 
military means." 

"But suppose for a mo- 
ment they continue to opt 
for a military solution, then 
this conflict will continue,;" 
he added. 




12/24 - KT - Dr. Omar 
Wardak, former Chmn. of 
the House of Representa- 
tives, died on 12/22 at 
the age of 72. A graduate 
of Kabul University's 
faculty of medicine, he 
was President of Aliabad 
Hospital. He also 
served as Gov. of Nangar- 
har & as Minister of the 
Interior . 



12/26 - BNA - The ROA Constitutional Coun- 
cil met and discussed, among other things, 
merging Kapisa Province with Parwan, Kunar 
with Nangarhar & Paktika with Paktia. 
- Sultan Ali Keshtmand led a delegation to 
Cuba to attend the 30th anniversary cele- 
brations of the Cuban revolution. 

12/27 - HK Standard - Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
called the talks between ex-King Zahir Shah 
& Soviet Dep. For. Min. Vorontsov an attempt 
to widen dissention in the Afghan resistance 
He also said: 

"If any of the Islamic par- 
ties involved in the holy war 
against the enemy demons- 
trates willingness to come to 
terms with the Russians in 
agreeing on one of Mr 
Gorbachev's proposals, it 
will not be called an Islamic 
party," said Mr Hekmatyar. 



ited Nations force in Afgha- 
nistan will be treated as in- 
vaders," adding: "Mr Gor- 
bachev's proposal for an 
international conference is 
virtually meant to further 
deepen the differences 
among Mujahedeen on 
their common strategy." 



He warned that th^ "I In- 
Meanwhile, Rabbani was in Iran briefing 
the Iranian-based mujahideen on the Taif 
talks held in early December. 
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12/27 - BNA - The ROA Council of Ministers 
decided that the Finance Ministry should 
"take into consideration a cut in expendi- 
ture for the state budget in the next Af- 
ghan year." 

- Kabul 5i Moscow signed a protocol for 
preliminary studies for a water supply St 
canalization project in Kabul city. Ab- 
dul Hakim is the Mayor of Kabul. 

12/28 - SCMP - Iranian Prime Min. Mousavi 
was quoted by BBC as telling Rabbani that 
the war in Afghanistan must continue un- 
til an Islamic gov't rules in Kabul. 

- HK Standard - Britain's For. Sec'y Sir 

Geoffrey Howe said that now was the time 

to heal wounds, not to settle old grudges: 

"If still more bloodshed is to 
be avoided the regime must step 
down of its own accord — the 
sooner the better. But it is also 



12/31 - SCMP - Farid Zarif , former Af- 
ghan Ambassador to the UN, is the per- 
sonal foreign affairs adviser to Najib- 
ullah. 

- The 1st issue of Pay am , organ of the 
PDPA CC appeared today. The 4-page 
daily will continue the "path followed 
by Haqiqat-e-Enqilab-e-S aur & other pre- 
vious party organs." (See p.35 ) 




"The transition from the pre- 
sent unrepresentative regime in 
Kabul to a government estab^ 
lished by a genuine act o^ 
self-determination will not be 
easv, he said. 




important that all parties includ- 
ing the resistance exercise wis- 
dom and restraint." 

- BNA - Celebrations began today to mark 
the 24th anniversary of the founding of 
the PDPA under the slogan: "24 years strug- 
gle for peace & social 
progress. " 

12/29 - HK Standard - 
To mark the 9th anni- 
versary of the Soviet 
invasion, mujahideen 
staged attacks on 
Kabul, Gardez, Herat, 
Ghazni & Kunduz. 

- US Undersec'y of State 

Michael Armacost said the US would] place no otsta 
cles in the way of Zahir Shah's return to Afghani 
Stan if that was the Afghan people's wish. 

- BNA - Although 15 new designs were distributed 
to carpet manufacturers this year, a commission 
has been assigned to "choose new designs demanded 
by foreign markets.." 

-'Palwasha, " a recent fortnightly publication edit- 
ed by Shah Zaman Wrez Stanizai, belongs to no or- 
ganization or party. Its objective is "ensuring 
of real independence of the ancient land of the 
Afghan & lasting peace & security in the country. 

12/31 - HK Standard - While 
in Iran, Rabbani agreed to 
hold a joint strategy meeting 
in Peshawar on 2/1 5 with the 
7-Party Alliance & an 8-party 
coalition based in Iran. The 
meeting is to decide on the 
"future gov't of Afghanistan.' 




Burhanuddin Rabbani 



- The 24th anniversary of the PDPA was 
marked around the country today by the 
armed forces, party & state organs. 

1/1 -BNA - The Ansarullah Union [a re- 
cently formed ROA political party] be- 
came a collective member of the Nat'l 
Front. The party demanded the membership, 

1/2 - HK Standard - UN Sec'y Gen'l 
de Cu^llar expressed concern over 
the slow pace of developments toward 
a peaceful settlement in Afghanistan 
& urged an intra-Afghan dialogue 
aimed at setting up a broad-based 
gov't. The European Economic Com- 
munity urged all concerned parties 
to respect the Geneva agreements. 
- BNA - 23 intersections in Kabul 
have traffic lights; however, there 
are 400 traffic signs. 

1/3 - PT - Gulbuddin complained 
of an "int'l conspiracy" to in- 
stall a weak regime in Afghani- 
stan under Zahir Shah so as to 
prepare ground for outside military 
intervention. The plan, he said, 
was engineered by the "enemies of 
the Afghan nation" - mainly India, 
England & certain "chauvinistic 
Jewish circles" to prevent the 
establishment of an Islamic gov't 
in Afghanistan. 
- SCMP - And from Najibullah: 

Mr Najibullah said groups "if the present state 
"some persons and circles ^he republic of Afghani- 
still irresponsibly think" stan pulls out from the polit- 
ihat peace would return if scene . . , 
his People's Democratic "Ifextremists and the en- 
Party government left the emies of peace continue 
scene. their way and insist on in- 

"No. it is not so. Such ten-sification of war and 
persons and circles are com- 
mitting mistakes," he said, bloodshed, we would adopt 
He said bloodshed would reciprocal measures and 
go on for a long time because give them tooth-breaking 
of the nvalnes between rebel responses." he said. 
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1/3 - BNA - "Despite of obstacles created 
by Iran & Pakistan vis-a-vis Afghan refu- 
gees, they are returning home through im- 
practical ways both collectively & indi- 
vidually. " 

- The ROA Council of Ministers set up a 
commission to study "how to preserve & 
safeguard in a better manner the histori- 
cal relics & the museums." 

- Najibullah endorsed the "Banner Law & 
State Order of the RA" (7 chapters & 38 
articles) & amendments to Article 75 of 
the Constitution. 

1/4 - HK Standard - Sibghatullah Mojad- 
didi on a temporary shora [Mojadaddidi 
became Chairman of the Peshawar Alliance 
in 1/1, not 12/15 as reported in the 
last issue. Ed. ] : 



en 



"Tane is too short to hold 
elections in Afghanistan so we 
have decided to select a tempor- 
ary shora made up of comman- 
ders, intellectuals, political lead- 
ers in Iran and others," said Mr 
I^jaddidi 



tmievand make preparations to 
jSdminister Afghanistan after the 
withdrawal of Soviet troops, due 
IP bercompleted next month. 

He added that guerilla com- 
jjlanders would make up 50 per- 
cent of the assembly and all par- 



tte said the assembly would would have an equal share of 
convene in two or three weeks sppoiptments* 

- SCMP - Soviet 1st Dep. For. Min. Yuli 

Vorontsov has been meeting in Tehran with 

Iran-based Afghan guerrillas. Vorontsov will 
arrive in Islamabad today. 




Soviet Ambassador to Kabul Yuli Vorontsov (left) talks with heads of an alliance of 
Iran-based Afghan Mujahedeens in Teheran. 

1/5 - SCMP - About 30,000 Afghan guerrillas are being 
deployed around Kabul to "take stock of the situation 
in view of the inevitable fall of the ROA Gov't." 



ROA has BM-27 220mm rocket launchers 
which have 16 tubes a range of 40 kms. 
Diplomats say Kabul couid resist guer- 
rilla attacks for between 2-6 months. 

- HK Standard - The Afghan News Agency 
reports that Gulbuddin has put his 
fighters on a "red alert": 

It said that about 20,000 of his capital , which would coordinate 
guerillas from northern Kapisa a "unified strategy to take over 
province were being mobilised Kabul after the Soviet with- 
for "combat readiness" around drawal," it said, 
the Afghan capital and added The agency did not say if 
that some 10,000 guerillas had other groups in the seven-party 
already been deployed in the resistance alliance based in 
area. Pakistan had been asked to 

Mr Hekmatyar was also plan- cooperate with the Hezbe Islami 
ning to set up a military council, faction, which is striving for a 
comprising his top field com- military solution to th,e Afgha- 
maoders and based near the nistan problem. — AP, AFP 

- BNA - This year, 2025 land plots v/ere 
distributed to people in the Khair Khana 
area of Kabul city. The Kabul munici- 
pality has adopted a plan to distribute 
13,211 plots in the Pul-e-Charkhi area 
"to those who are economically weak." 

1/8 - BNA - In an interview for German 
radio, Najibullah said: "The talk held 
between Yuli Vorontsov. .. & representa- 
tives of the 7-Alliance is in fact the 
result of our direct contacts with the 
opposition & thus we consider 
it as a logical gain of the policy 
of nat'l reconciliation." 

1/9 - HK Standard - ROA Polit- 
buro member, Najmuddin Kawani, 
said the PDPA now has 200,000 
members of which 62% are active 
in the armed forces. 

Mr Kawani also said de- 
posed King Zahir Shah 
could play a role in ending 
the Afghan war. 

Mr Kawani said that 
Zahir Shah, the deposed 
Afghan monarch living in 
Italy, "can play a role in a 
political settlement of 
Afghanistan". 

"We're waiting for him 
to express a point of view. 
We're interested in a settle- 
ment. The return of Zahir 
Shah does not mean a re- 
turn of the monarchy," Mr 
Kawani said. > 




Najmoddia KAwlani 



1/7 - SCMP - The ROA military says it has "formed new 
intervention units & we can counter rapidly in a radius 
of 30-40 kms. around Kabul." Kabul Commander Gen. Qorban 
Cherzad said Kabul has new systems in the 2 defense belts 
around the city & had ended guerrilla penetration. Ttie 



1/10 - NYT 
refused 
with Soviet 



Alliance leaders 

to resume direct talks 
representatives . 



Today, the spokesman for the insur- 
gents, Sibghatullah Mojaddidi, said at a 
news conference: "Because the Sovi- 
ets use threats, look for war rather 
than peace and disrespect Afghans' 
right of self-determination, we believe 
that negotiations are unproductive and 
unnecessary. The Soviets' efforts to 
impose a government of their choice on 
the Afghan nation will protract the war 
and kill our people." 
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1/11 



NYT - llT Vorontsov 



Mr Vorontsov 



said, "There is a serious 
danger that things may- 
develop in such a way that 
the Soviet Union might not 
be able, within the near- 
est future, to do what we 
have in principle decided 
to do." 

- The USSR reportedly 
closed its military hos- 
pital in Kabul Last week 6i 
evacuated its sick & 
wounded troops. 
- SCMP - Abdul Haq predicted that Kabul would 
fall within a few weeks after the Soviets completed 
their withdrawal. 

1/12 - PT - ROA Dep. Trade Minister Fateh Moh'd 
Tareen said that the present food situation in Af- 
ghanistan is the worst since the 1972 drought. 

- NYT - The US cut its refugee quota for the Near 
East, which includes Iran & Afghanistan, by 500. 
The annual total will be 6,500. 

1/13 - PT - Benazir Bhutto said that no 
external "formula" could be imposed on 
Afghanistan. "The Afghans have fought 
on their own & would not accept any other 
country's advice regarding the kind of 
arrangements they have to make for them- 
selves . " 

- SCMP - Afghan rebels based in Iran are 
ready to hold more talks with Moscow if 
Moscow comes up with new proposals. But 
Moh'd Karim Khalili, representative of 
the Iranian groups, said there would be 
no progress unless Moscow ceased backing 
the Najibullah gov't. 

- LA News - Afghan troops have begun re- 
placing Soviet troops defending the Kabul 
perimeter . 

1/15 - BNA - Over 40,000 people visited 
the Afghan Nat ' 1 Gallery this year. "735 
art pieces, including 110 foreign art 
pieces from Japan, Germany, the USSR & 
China, were purchased & are housed in the 
Gallery. The process of purchasing more 
art pieces from local artists is con- 
tinuing. " 

- HK Standard - The price of nan in Kabul 
is now about Afs. 15. A US $ is worth 

Large 



1/15 - NYT - Soviet For. Min. 
Shevardnadze paid a 2-day visit 
to Kabul. He said the Soviet 
troops would be out by 2/15, but 
that if fighting continued, the 
Soviets would continue to de- 
liver military supplies to its 
allies. The LAT reported that 
Shevardnadze met with Najib- 
ullah and repeated Soviet as- 
surances of "all-round assis- 
tance under treaties & agree- 
ments concluded by the 2 
countries . 

1/16 - BNA - While in Kabul, 
Shevardnadze met with Najibullah, 
Sharq, Wakil, the governors of 
Kandahar & Herat & others. 
- LAT - Shevardnadze said the 
Soviets would not permit rebels 
to interfere with Moscow's ob- 
ligations to supply the Kabul 
Gov't "despite all obstacles." 
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15. A US $ 
Afs. 200 on the black market, 
areas of Kabul are without power for up 
to 6 hours/day. (See 1/29) 



- SCMP - Sibghatullah Mojadeddi arrived in 
Tehran last Saturday to attend a 2-day 
seminar on Afghanistan sponsored by the 
Iranian Gov't. In an interview, he said 
the mujahideen planned to send representa- 
tives to Arab capitals for more support 
& that they were optimistic about backing 
from the Bush administration. 

- NYT - The AICMB reported that Moscow 
has sent Soviet militiamen with Afghan 
ID cards into Kandahar, Herat & Farah 
Provinces. Most of them are Dari speakers 
Si were recruited from areas just north 

of the Soviet-Afghan border. 



Tru3t irv Qod, 
but tie 



1/17 - LAT - Gulbuddin announced that 
Afghan guerrilla parties would meet 
on 2/1 to approve an interim gov't. 
Each party will name 60 delegates; how- 
ever, the representation from the 
Iranian based parties has not yet 
been determined. 

1/18 - PT - Jamaat-i-Islami in Rawal- 
pindi expressed its concern over the 
role of Pakistan TV & radio. The 
party claims that the jehad in Afghani- 
stan is not receiving due coverage. 

1/18 - NYT - Soviet troops reportedly 
are leaving Kabul by the hundreds in 
daily airlifts. 
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1/19 - BNA - The Afghan Red Crescent 
Society announced an agreement reached 
between it & "peace villages" of the 
FRG whereby 30 war-affected Afghan 
children will be treated in Germany 
(see p. 17 ) . 

- The latest rains & snowfall in Af- 
ghanistan promise a good year for Af- 
ghan agriculture. 

1/20- BNA - Najibullah sent a congratu- 
latory telegram to George Bush (see p. 19) 

1/21 - NYT - US State Dept. officials 
say the Soviets are using a new, heavier 
bomb against the Afghan guerrillas. The 
bombs, possibly weighing 12,000 lbs, 
were dropped from Backfire bombers in an 
area north of Kabul within the last week. 

1/22 - NYT - West Germany's diplomatic 
staff left Kabul yesterday. Moscow be- 
gan airlifting emergency food supplies 
into Kabul. 

- LA Daily. News : 



0) 



Workmen in Kabul are felling an 
avenue of trees and leveling the 
ground on either side of a long, 
wide road that runs from the Daru- 
laman Palace, headquarters of the 
Defense Ministry, past the Soviet 
Embassy. 



It is wide enough to accommo- Indications are that thousands of 

dale smaller Antonov transports Afghans, including supporters or 

and there is speculation the Soviets beneficiaries of the current regime, 

are preparing an emergency air- are trying to slip away or make ar- 

strip. rangemenis for quick exits. 

1/23 - NYT - The Alliance-sponsored council 
meeting (see 1/17) has been put off until 
2/10 because the leaders need more time to 
resolve their differences with the Iranian- 
based groups. The Peshawar Alliance offered 
the Iranian groups 60 seats on the 480-mem- 
ber council, 

A Soviet opinion: 

"We have not succeeded in every- 
thing we planned to do here," Maj. Gen. 
Lev Serebrov, a political officer at mili- 
tary headquarters in Kabul, told West- 
em journalists. "We came here with an 
honorable task, with open hearts. We 
are leaving, and we have a sense of not 
having accomplished our mission to 
the end.". 

1/24 - Asbury Park Press - The USSR- stepped 
up airlifts of food to Kabul. The Soviets 
blamed the food shortages on Afghan authori- 
ties & hoarders. (See 1/25) 

- NYT - The US will reduce its Embassy staff 
to 8 people. The Soviets are reducing their 
staff from 400 to 100 & bringing staff mem- 
bers into the Embassy compound. The Soviets 
are also withdrawing most of their civilian 
& military advisers. All Eastern bloc mili- 
tary advisers are leaving Afghanistan. 

1/25 - PT - Tass accused ranking Afghan com- 
munists of criminal negligence, &. even sabo- 
tage, for failing to head off the current 
food crisis in Kabul. 

- LAT - 

to Defense Secretary Frank C. 

Secretary of State George P. Cariucci, written on Jan. 19. the 
Shultz argued unsuccessfully that last full day in office for the two 
the Soviet Union should be re- men. Citing unnamed officials, the 
warded for a timely withdrawal report said Shultz argued that since 
from Afghanistan with an easing of the curbs were tied to the Soviet 
U.S. trade restrictions, the New invasion they should be lifted once 
York Times reported. The newspa- the withdrawal is completed. Sovi- 
per said Shultz's recommendation et troops are scheduled to complete 
was contained in a classified letter their pullout by Feb. 15. 

- US State Dept. spokesman Charles Redman said 
Soviet war planes were bombing targets around 
Kunduz, Kandahar & Jalalabad - where there 
are no Soviet troops garrisoned. He called 
this "a clear violation of Soviet assurances 
to us not to engage in offensive operations 
during the withdrawal. This daily bombard- 
ment is unacceptable-" Moscow Radio accused 
the "extremists" of preventing the normal supply 
of food to Kabul. Redman said the rebels had 
stopped attacking the withdrawing Soviet forces. 
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1/26 - Asbury Park Press 

Soviet 

s<ridiers handed out emergency ra- 
tions yesterday and the mayor of 
Kabul said his city has a three-month 
supply of food and fuel in case of a 
guerrilla siege when the Red Army is 
go$e. 

•U.N. aid officials, less optimistic, 
said much more must be brought in 
"ifldisaster is to be averted" and they 
we|e preparing contingency plans. 



- On the food shortages: 
Friction over the supply situation 
has been evident between the govern- 
ment and the Soviet military, which 
must be out of Afghanistan by Feb. 
1 5 under a U.N.-mediated agreement 
siened in April. 

Maj. Gen. Lev Serebrov, deputy 
Soviet commander in Afghanistan, 
complained this week that his army 
had to feed all 2.3 million people in 
the city. He accused the Afghan re- 
gime of inefficiency and failing to ask 
for help in time. 
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SOVIET UNION 




Kandanar 



1/27 - NYT - Soviet gunners 
wiped out Afghan villages 
along the Salang highway, 
killing hundreds of vil- 
lagers. The Asbury Park 
Press stated that eye- 
witnesses reported "Soviet 
tanks rolling over dead 
bodies of victims." 

- NYT - For security rea- 
sons US Sec'y of State 
James Baker ordered the 
closing of the US Embassy in Kabul, 

- UN officials said that Najibullah had invited UN 
Sec'y Gen'l de Cuellar to visit Kabul to explore 
ways of avoiding a bloodbath. They added that de 
Cuellar saw no use in such a visit at present. 

- Pravda acknowledged that 100 Soviet troops had 
moved back to Kandahar, which they had left last 
August, to help ROA troops hold the airfield open 
for supplies. 

- Another Soviet opinion: 
"It's a defeat, no question about it," 

an aide in the Communist Parly's Cen- 
tral Committee told an American 
friend this week. "We had your experi- 
ence in Vietnam right before our eyes, 
and we still went in like fools. The only 
thing we've been able to avoid is havmg 
to evacuate the last people from our 
Embassy in Kabul on helicopteri 
skids." 




TT^ EMBASSY 
KABUL. 




- BNA - An nOA Forei[;-,n 
Affairs Min. spokesman said 
of the decision of some 
countries to evacuate their 
Kabul embassies: "Their 

actions do not mean that they do not believe in 
the power of the armed forces but it means they 
are afraid of the subversive activities of the 
armed extremist groups. These countries would 
soon realize that they had made useless decision 
because the armed forces will never allow anyone 
to disturb security of Kabul citizens, especially 
of the staffs of the embassies & int'l institu- 
tions . " 

- 25 kms . of the Kabul-Gardez highway, blocked 
for 7 months, has been reopened to traffic & 
"strong military posts have been set up as well." 




1/28 - PT - Diego Cordovez plans 
to visit Islamabad & Kabul to 
witness the departure of the 
last Soviet troops. 

- Epidemics of diarrhoea & urinary 
diseases are proving fatal around 
Jalalabad due to the lack of 
medicine & fresh food as well as 
"adulteration. " 

- LAT - France, Italy, Britain 

& Japan will pull their diplomats 
out of Afghanistan. Tass called 
the moves unjustified & said 
they reflected an attempt to un- 
dermine confidence in the Najib- 
ullah gov ' t . 

- Soviet Defense Min. Yazov flew 
into Kabul to meet with Najibullah. 

- BNA - Bakhtar blames the food 

& fuel shortages in Kabul on snow 
& Ahmad Shah Masood & his men who 
they claim have blockaded the 
Salang highway. The ROA has re- 
peatedly asked Masood to give up. 

- NYT - Pres. Bush said the US 
would try to play "a catalytic 
role for helping bring about 
stability, hopefully in a gov't 
where the people have a lot of 
say. And it won't be easy." 

1/29 - PT - Pakistan's 
For. Min. Yaqub Khan 
left for Riyadh to 
discuss the Afghan 
situation with Saudi 
leaders . 

- Asbury Park Press - 
The Iranians will 
keep their Kabul Em^ 
bassy open but work- 
men erected 3^" thick 
steel plates around 
its 8' high walls. 

- NYT - In Kabul the 
black market rate for 
the US $ is Afs. 230. 

- Soviet Defense Min. Dmitri 
Yazov & Najibullah reached a 
"unity of views" on military, 
political 6i economic issues 
after a 2-day meeting in Kabul. 
They discussed long-term Soviet 
economic aid to Afghanistan. 

- BNA - ROA Prime Min. Sharq 
visited warehouses in Balkh & 
Hairatan & instructed the re- 
sponsible persons to expedite 
the transfer of consumer goods 
to Kabul & other areas. 



Tri>5 oHE? 



Airm-Th* ftmaiv^ maum 



8 



1/30 - NYT - Richard Murphy, the 
senior Middle East policymaker 
during the Reagan Administration, 
said the US could not prevent the 
mujahideen from accelerating their 
onslaught against the ROA regime. 
He also stressed that the Bush Ad- 
ministration would not try to de- 
termine the shape of a future Af- 
ghan gov't. The primary role of 
the US would be to help rebuild 
the country & ease the return of 
the 5m refugees. 

"Let's hope that the agony will be 

short and that there won't be bloodshed 
of Afghan against Afghan," Mr. Mur- 
phy said. "We'll do whaf we can to that 
end, we'll urge that, uut tii*fe very 
deep passions aroused agaw^^f .'-'te.fte- 
cupier and they will be turned against 
those who have been central to the re- 
gime." 

"We're looking at a painful mo- 
ment," he said. 

- LAT - A Soviet economic dele- 
gation in Kabul discussed how 
the USSR would "thwart the op- 
position's plans to establish an 
economic blockade of the capital." 
Moscow will supply food, fuel & 
"essentials . " 

- FT - Iranian For. Min. Velayati 
will arrive in Islamabad tomorrow, 
probably to discuss the diffi- 
culties the mujahideen are having 
in putting together a consulta- 
tive group. 

- BNA - New stamps were issued 
yesterday to commemorate the 2nd 
anniversary of nat ' 1 reconcilia- 
tion, the 69th anniversary of Af- 
ghan independence, the 125th anni- 
versary of the Int'l Red Cross & 
the birth centennial of Nehru. 7 
other new stamps show Afghan fruits. 

1/31 - PT - The Pakistani For. 

Min. returned from Riyadh: 
Speaking to newsmen at the Is- pie of both PakisUn and Af- 



1/31 - HK Standard - An ROA official dismissed 
as "pure propaganda" Western reports that hun- 
dreds of civilians had been killed by Soviet re- 
prisal bombings along the Salang highway last 
week (see 1/27) . He said that only 25 civilians 
had been killed & that Soviet forces had not 
been involved. 

- NYT - Last weekend the US State Dept. sent 
formal notes to some US Embassies in Europe, 
the Middle East & South Asia instructing them 
to deny visas to anyone attached to the ROA 
Gov't or the PDPA. 

- A blizzard prevented US diplomats from leaving 
Kabul after closing the US Embassy. 



ReMtecs reported from Kabul that> 
after a Marine guard lowered the I 
American flag at the fortified embas- 
sy, John Glassman, the charge d'af- 
faires, declared: 



"God bless the United States of, 
America. We're going home. We are| 
leaving for security reasons. We'll be 
back as soon as the conflict is over." 



- BNA - The Central Statistics Office reported 
that since 1980, Kabul's population has increas- 
ed 53%. 215,000 households numbering 1,420,000 
people live in the capital. Of Kabul's 11 pre- 
cincts, the 11th is the most populous with 
211,600 people. The 2nd precinct is the least 
dense with 52,100 people. 

- In Kabul, greenhouses built in 1986-87 cover 
2,680 sq. meters of land & provide "ample 
quantities of tomato & cucumbers for Kabul re- 
sidents during the winter." 

- Iranian For. Min. Velayati 
ruled out any role for ex-King 
Zaher Shah in the future of Af- 
ghanistan. "This irresponsible 
assertion. .. is in fact a clear 
interference in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan." 

- PT - Another Soviet in Kabul: 




Ali Akbar Velayati 



lamabad Airport on his return 

from a twoKiay visit to Riyadh, Sa- 
habzada Yaqub said. Saudi Arabia 
had always provided very value- 
able matenal and moral support 
in the Afghamstan crisis. The 
brotherly Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 
bia. Like Pakistan, had evinced 
keen interest in the efforts to 
resolve the issue. He said, the peo- 



ghanistan. and the Afghan 
reiugees and Mujahideen, felt dee- 
ply indebted to the brotherly King- 
dom for standing 'by us in this 
crisis'. • • - 

' Sahabzada Yaqub said he went 
to Riyadh at the invitation of Sau- 
di Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
Al Faisal so that "we could have 
a deep insight into the crucial po- 
sition of Afghanistan ". 

question of Paki- 



In response to the 
Stan's exerting pressure on the muja 
hideen, he said, "We give advice to 
mujahideen only because of our close 
friendship with them." 



The lateast 

Soviet official to arrive in Kabul 
for talks with Afghan officials is 
the First Deputy Prime Minister, 
Mr. Yuri Maslyyukov. BBC cor- 
respondent reports from the Af- 
ghan capital that his visit forms 
part of Moscow's efforts to reas- 
sure the Gvemment there that it 
will continue its support. . . , 

While Western diplomats partly 
about to leave the embattled cap- 
, ital thi&:W^, say Moscow is mak- 
ing every effort to re-assure its 
support will not end with the 
departure Kabul of Russian troops 
next month. 

The Defence Minister General 
Demitri Yazov had barely left 
Kabul on his way back to the 
Kremlin. Maslyukov will be dis- 
cussing economic assistance for 
country which has been systemat- 
ically devastated by nine years ot 
war. He is the first high ranking 
economic expert to visit here since 
the two countries signed a series 
of agreement last September in 
Moscow. 
The accords underscored Af- 



ghanistan's almost complete de- 
pendence on the Soviet Union for 
the supply of basic foodstuff as 
well as fuel and techincal equip- 
ment. But as one Soviet ofHcial put 
it, it is hard to discuss rehabilita- 
tion when no one is sure when the 
war and destruction will stop. 
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